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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
December  Volume 2019 Issue  12 

‘Tis the Season(s)... 

The Holy Family & Your Holy Family 
We are entering a very significant time in the Church Year when the seasons and celebrations change 

quickly, all directing us to Jesus. The movement through the seasons serves as a “stationary pilgrim-

age” (I suppose this is an oxymoron, like “jumbo shrimp.”).  These seasons are a spiritual journey for 

both our nuclear and faith families, during which our lives of faith are enriched.    

 

The Advent Season 

Thanksgiving is late this year, and Advent comes hot on its heels.  The season of Advent, meaning “the 

arriving” or “coming”, begins Sunday December 1st (Thanksgiving weekend).  During this season, we 

often think of the pilgrimage of the Holy family—Mary, Jesus in her womb, and Joseph—as they make 

their way from Galilee to Bethlehem.   

 

For us it is a season of preparation. We prepare by considering the 3-fold coming of Jesus. Jesus came 

to accomplish forgiveness for us (the first Christmas). He continues coming to give us His forgiveness 

in Word and Sacrament. Finally, He will come with His ultimate forgiveness and salvation on the Last 

Day.  In a spirit of humility and repentance, and through increased time in worship and God’s Word, we 

prepare to celebrate God’s first and last Advent: Jesus’ birth (Matthew 1:21-23) and His final return (Acts 

1:9-11). All the while, Christ’s saving Advent continues for us in His Word and Sacraments (Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper) which sustain us in our pilgrimage of faith (Matthew 28:19-20). Receiving these gifts 

in faith, God makes us His Holy Family.   

 

Join us Saturdays and Sundays in December for the Divine Service of Word and Sacrament. We also en-

courage you to take some time out of your busy holiday season to join us for midweek suppers and 

worship on December 4th and 11th. These brief services of Evening Prayer feature peaceful, beautiful 

music and are designed to give weary pilgrims rest in Christ.  

 

Even during Advent we get a foretaste of Christmas as we enjoy the School Children’s Programs 

(Sunday December 15th) and the Adult Choir Christmas Cantata (Wednesday December 18th).  Please 

join us for these wonderful events!   

The Christmas Season 

The season of Advent crescendos into the Christmas celebration! Not merely a party for Jesus’ birth-

day, but a joyful celebration of God coming down to us.  We remember the holy, perfect Son of God, 

incarnate in the flesh of a tiny baby, coming to save us from our sins. Just as Jesus made Mary and Jo-

seph a holy family, Jesus makes your family holy in baptism and faith in His death and resurrection! 

Join us on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to rejoice in the Christ Child’s salvation (see schedule).       

           (continues on next page) 
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   The Christmas season continues on January 1st with the celebration of the Circumcision and Naming 

of Jesus.  Why celebrate such a thing?  This occurrence in the early life of the baby Jesus is worthy of 

time set aside for worship as it reminds us of who Jesus is and what He has come to do.        

 

The Epiphany Season  

Our pilgrimage through the Advent and Christmas seasons concludes with the observation of another 

pilgrimage: Epiphany (meaning “revelation” or “discovery”).  After many months and miles pursuing the 

long-prophesied baby king, the Magi from the East find the home of the holy family. These “wise men” 

bow down to Jesus in worship. We encourage your holy family to do the same. Join us on Saturday, Janu-

ary 4th, or Sunday, January 5th, to celebrate Epiphany.  There is also a longtime tradition associated with 

Epiphany, which has been mostly forgotten in American Christianity: The House Blessing.  If you would 

like to inquire about having one of your pastors visit you for a house blessing on or around Epiphany, let 

us know.  We would be happy to do it.    

As we, God’s Holy Family, enter our pilgrimage Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, I pray you will 

be sustained for the journey by our Savior’s gifts of Word and Sacrament. In the words from one of the 

Church’s Lord’s Supper prayers:   

 

“Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Sup-

per of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, 

on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”                                     (Post Communion Collect #404) 
 

Repent and rejoice, brothers and sisters in Christ! After all, ’tis the season(s).  

 

Pastor Tim A. Sims 

Advent and Christmas at St. John  
As we begin this season of repentance and joy, we invite you to join us for Advent and Christmas services and 
events.  The weekend worship schedule will remain as normal through the month of December.  Here are some addi-
tional opportunities to observe Advent and celebrate Christmas. 
 
MW-Advent 1 12/4    6:20 p.m.   Advent / Christmas Carol Sing Along 

              7:00 p.m.   Christ Coming for You!  Chrismons Part 1 

MW-Advent 2 12/11  7:00 p.m.   Christ Coming for You!  Chrismons Part 2 

Sunday  12/15  5:30 p.m. Pre-K Christmas Program   

                         6:30 p.m.  1-4 Christmas Program 

                                      7:30 p.m.  5-8 Christmas Program  

Adult Choir Cantata 12/18  7:00 p.m. "He Came Down to Earth" 

CE Family Carols & Readings 12/24  5:00 p.m.   “Joy to the World!”  Hear the Salvation Story of  Christmas and Sing 

             your Favorite Christmas Carols.  

CE Candlelight                       12/24  11:00 p.m.      Come Hear Glad Tidings from Heaven 
Wed. 12/25  8:30 a.m.      Christmas Carols at Three Springs 
CD Divine Service w/ Holy Communion  12/25  10:00 a.m.      Come Hear Glad Tidings from Heaven 

NYD—Circumcision & Naming of Jesus  1/1/20  10:00 a.m. 

 C h r i s t m a s  C o o k i e  S a l e  
Calling all bakers!!! We need your help to make the LWML Christmas Cookie Sale a success. All the 

money we make goes toward church repairs. All “made from scratch” cookies and candies can be brought to 

the church office till 2:00 p.m. and the Parish Hall till 8:00 p.m. on Friday, December 13. We also have a work day on 

Sunday, December 8 in the Parish Hall starting at 1:00 p.m. and some baking at the Parish Hall through the week. Call    

 Kathy Sprengel for details 826-4121. 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the necessities of life is 

idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety show what we care about. Our anxiety reveals 

what we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals what we trust in. 

 

This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two masters, for either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.” 

 

But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to dwell.” Yes, all these 

things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have them. He demonstrates this with a 

simple argument. 

 

Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He clothes the lilies of 

the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father 

in heaven feeds the birds and clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe you when you are worth more than 

they are? 

 

For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are worth the price of the eternal 

Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did he descend and take on the form of a 

bird? No!  

 

He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. He is one of us, our brother. 

And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, precious blood and His innocent suf-

fering and death, that you might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom forever. 

 

God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we deserve because of it. He 

was raised again on the third day to overcome sin and death … for us. He was crucified for our transgressions and 

raised for our justification. So, if your Father in heaven has given His Son to die for us in order that we might live with 

Him eternally, how will He not also give us all things to support this body and life? 

 

To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about this and find security in 

it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever because Jesus, the Son of God is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to believe that God – who created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection 

of His Son, and sanctifies you by His Spirit – will not keep His promises of sustaining you in this life. 

 

Jesus says this: Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule among us. His rule among 

us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead 

godly lives here in time and there in eternity. This is what we ask God to do for us in the prayer Jesus taught us. 

 

Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – and He promises to give it to 

you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. So, seek after that. Those who seek 

will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord says, will be added to you. 

  
        Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  11/18/19  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $292,817.09      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $333,057.76  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($238,367.40)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($40,240.67)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $272,442.99 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $0.00  
  

Average 2019 Attendance per Week       237                   Current Balance as of   11/18/19         $138,289.52 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Nov 30   5:00 p.m. Avori Frazer 

Sun Dec 1    7:45 a.m. Kinsli McCartney 

     10:00 a.m. Lucas Thompson 

Wed Dec 4   7:00 p.m. Zoey Frazer 

Sat Dec 7     5:00 p.m. Clayton Kothe 

Sun Dec 8    7:45 a.m. Aden Runge 

     10:00 a.m. Evan Dunning 

Wed Dec 11 7:00 p.m. Isaac Sims 

Sat Dec 14   5:00 p.m. Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Dec 15  7:45 a.m. Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m. Joshua Sims 

Sat Dec 21   5:00 p.m. Konnoer Schroder 

Sun Dec 22  7:45 a.m. Isac Smith 

      10:00 a.m. Hannah Kaempfe 

Tue Dec 24   5:00 p.m. +  Alex Williamson & Lucas Thompson 

Tue Dec 24 11:00 p.m. + Evan Dunning & Trentin Eggemeyer 

Wed Dec 25 10:00 a.m. + Joshua Sims & Isaac Sims 

Sat Dec 28   5:00 p.m. Haden Cartwright 

Sun Dec 29   7:45 a.m.  Cole Johnson 

      10:00 a.m. Caleb Coffey 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  Nov 30  5:00 p.m.  Tammy Crawford 

Sun Dec 1    7:45 a.m.  Sandy Colvis       

       10:00 a.m.  Barb Welge 

Sat Dec 7     5:00 p.m.  Mary Webster 

Sun Dec 8    7:45 a.m.  Deb Caraway 

       10:00 a.m.  Myrna Campbell 

Sat Dec 14   5:00 p.m.  Marlene Seymour 

Sun Dec 15  7:45 a.m.  Dorothy Gerberding 

       10:00 a.m.  Norma Vieregge 

Sat Dec 21   5:00 p.m.  Sue Abraham 

Sun  Dec 22 7:45 a.m.  Darlene Gentsch 

       10:00 a.m.  Susan McClure 

Tue Dec 24  5:00 p.m. Barb Welge 

Tue Dec 24 11:00 p.m. Marlene Seymour 

Wed Dec 25 10:00 a.m. Henrietta Stallman 

Sat Dec 28    5:00 p.m.  Mardell Granger 

Sun  Dec 29  7:45 a.m.  Janet Bargman 

       10:00 a.m.  Nancy Urquhart 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Advent Dec 4 Larry McDonough 

Dec 7/8   Dennis Mott 

Advent  Dec 11 Dennis Mott 

Dec 14/15 Ron Hillerman /Ryan Petrowske 

Advent  Dec 18  Ryan Petrowske 

Dec 21/22 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Christmas Eve 5:00 Dec 24  Ron Cushman  

Christmas Eve 11:00  Dec 24  Chris Urquhart 

Christmas Day Dec 25 Gary Kelkhoff 

Dec 28/29 Larry McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat  Nov 30  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Dec 1    7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing       

       10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Wed Dec 4   7:00 p.m. Rick Casten 

Sat Dec 7     5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Dec 8    7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Wed Dec 11 7:00 p.m. Gary Duensing 

Sat Dec 14   5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Dec 15  7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Wed Dec 18 7:00 p.m. Dennis Kontz 

Sat Dec 21   5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun  Dec 22 7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Tue Dec 24  5:00 p.m. Gary Eggemeyer 

Tue Dec 24 11:00 p.m. Dennis Kontz 

Wed Dec 25 10:00 a.m. Rick Casten 

Sat Dec 28    5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun  Dec 29  7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

Nov 30 Dec 14& 28 Set up for Saturday Night Service Larry 

& Sharon Congleton Reset for 7:45 Sherry Bohnert, Melvin & Edna 

Neislein 
 

Dec 1 &15   Take Down after 7:45 Fred & Barb Fricke 
 

Dec 29  Reset for 10:00 Fred & Barb Fricke 
 

Dec 8 & 22   Set up 10:00 Dr. Stephen & Diane Platt, Ron & Anne 

Rathert 
 

Dec 8 & 22 & 29 Take Down after 10:00 Mike & Barb Welge 
 

Dec 25  Set Up & Take Down Wanda Dethrow 

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Dec 1 &4 Chris Colvis / Lynn Rickenberg 

Dec 8 & 11 Tim Lochhead / Bob Platt 

Dec 15 & 18 Dallas Redeker / Tony Young 

Dec 22 & 24 Amanda Middendorf / Charlie Bargman 

Dec 25 Mardell Granger / Lynn Rickenberg 

Dec 29 Chris Urquhart / Bob Platt 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Dec 2-7 Fred Fricke 

Dec 9-14 Brett Klindworth 

Dec 16-21 Mike Welge 

Dec 23-28 Steve Stallman 

Dec 30-Jan 4 Larry McDonough 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Dec 3 Shirley Roth 

Dec 10 Chris Urquhart 

Dec 17 Rosemary Oetting 

Dec 24 Closed 

Dec 31 Mike Welge 
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

T_e_e _e_e _r_s_n_ a_ t_a_ s_a_o_ s_m_ t_a_ t_l_ h_m _f _h_ G_l_l_a_s, _h_s_ b_o_d _i_a_e _a_ m_n_l_d _i_h 

_h_i_ s_c_i_i_e_. A_d _e_u_ a_s_e_i_g _a_d _n_o _h_m, _u_p_s_ y_ t_a_ t_e_e _a_i_e_n_ w_r_ s_n_e_s _b_v_ 

a_l _h_ G_l_l_a_s, _e_a_s_ t_e_ s_f_e_e_ s_c_ t_i_g_? I _e_l _o_, N_y: _u_, e_c_p_ y_ r_p_n_, y_ s_a_l _l_ 

l_k_w_s_ p_r_s_.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 

and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My 

father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his 

own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. II Kings 2:11-12 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

When you watch in awe the various Christmas programs performed by the school children, the adult cantata choir, the bell 

choir, and our many talented soloists, why not make a contribution to the New Facility Fund?  At the end 

of the year, you may need some tax-deductions and gifts to this growing fund qualify.  The current total is 

$576,298.36. 

 CAPPERS will not meet in December.  

C a p p e r s  

M i s s i o n  T r i p  2 0 2 0  

There will be a SID LCMS Mission Trip meeting on January 12 at noon for those interested in going or supporting. We invited 

all those interested from Immanuel Murphysboro to join us so that we may decide together which mission trip we will all go on 

together. There will be a Dutch treat lunch at Reid's afterwards. 


