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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
July  Volume 2021 Issue  7 

   The Proverbs of Solomon and Wisdom Literature 
 

Those following along the readings suggested in our Lutheran Service Book’s (LSB) Daily Lection-

ary (LSB, 299), finished reading through most of Proverbs on June 25th, and began reading Joshua.  There 

are many distinctions of Solomon’s Proverbs when compared to other wisdom literature, which further 

highlights the divine source of Proverbs.   

 

The wisdom literature of the Middle East at the time of Solomon included a variety of styles: “witty 

sayings, observations on life, jokes, wordplays, humorous or ironic maxims, and proverbs.” 1  God created a 

new subgenre in His poetic books of Job, Psalms, and Proverbs: the bicolon, where there are consistently 

two lines of related thought.  This pattern of pairing together two thoughts—whether for contrast, further 

clarification, or emphasis—reflects the two-edged sword of God’s Word.  While encouraging Jews and 

Gentiles toward unity and prayer, Paul adds to their armor of God the “sword of the Spirit, which is the 

Word of God” in Ephesians 6:17.  Additionally Hebrews 4:12 states, “For the word of God is living and 

active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, 

and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”   

 

The two edges of the sword of Scripture are the Law and the Gospel.  Proverbs primarily uses the 1st 

(curb) and 3rd (rule/guide) uses of the Law.  Martin Chemnitz established the distinction of these three uses 

in the Formula of Concord of 1580, in the VI (sixth) Article of both his Epitome and Solid Declaration.  

These uses match how God views humans and their actions in Proverbs: as wise or foolish, wicked or right-

eous.  The foolish and wicked need a curb, a strong barrier of discouragement to awaken realization that the 

path is elsewhere.  By God’s grace, the righteous and wise are converted and humbled, realize their struggle 

and need for truth, and thus desire to follow God’s rules and guidance.   

 

This good desire to follow God’s Word and will may be frustrated if one seeks direct answers to 

how one should live this life.  Take Proverbs 23:4-5 for example: “Do not toil to acquire wealth; be dis-

cerning enough to desist.  When your eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like 

an eagle toward heaven.”  The principle may be easy: don’t seek more than you need and can use charita-

bly, for life is more than money.  However applying this proverb in life is difficult.  Can it apply to how 

many hours you work a week?  Should it apply to how much money you spend or save?   

 

 Although the advice of Proverbs ranges from direct commands to observations on life, its overall 

theme is toward the righteousness of faith in God.  This gift of faith God gives through His Word.  God’s 

Word and wisdom is also His Son Jesus Christ who lived, died, and defeated death in His resurrection.  It 

may seem to some that Proverbs is mostly Law, but chapters 3 and 8 proclaim Christ as Wisdom incarnate, 

and faith in Him.  Trusting God means trusting His Word more than your own thoughts as Proverbs 3:5-7 

states, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.  Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and 

turn away from evil.”    

 

Pr. Massey  

 
1 Richard J Clifford, Proverbs: A Commentary, Old Testament Library (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1999), 18-19.  
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Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be 

established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those 

who are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

July 2020-2021   May 2021-2022 
Erin Stauffer     Devin Valleroy 

     Anastasia Valleroy  

     Emma Valleroy 

     Matthew Weaver 

St. John is hiring! Come work on an amazing team teaching great students! 
 
St. John Lutheran School is seeking a full-time 2nd grade teacher and a full-time 5th grade teacher 
for the 2021-2022 school year. The candidates must have excellent planning and communication skills along 
with being a team player. Current Illinois Teaching License required.  
 
To apply for this position, please send a cover letter, resume, and references by email to: 
kpowley@sjshornets.com or to the school office.  
 
For more information call the school office at 618-826-4345. 
 

St. John Preschool 

There is still a spot in the three-year-old program and a spot in the four-year-old program for the 2021-

2022 school year. If you would like information about our programs, please call the school office Monday

-Friday 6:30am-1:30pm.  Our three-year-old preschool teacher is Mrs. Ashley Lochhead and our four-

year-old preschool teacher is Mrs. Sarah Kirkpatrick. 

 
St. John School Registration 

St. John will have the registration for the 2021-2022 school year on Thursday, July 22 from 3pm-7pm 

and Friday, July 23 from 9am-2pm in the school office.  Please return registration forms, emergency 

contact form, all health forms.  Registration fee for Kindergarten is $155.00 and Grades 1-8 is $165.00.  

Computer fee for Grade 5 is $50.00 and Graduation fee is $25.00.  Preschool registration is $50.00.  If 

you have any questions, please call the school office at 618-826-4345. 

 
St. John Open House 

St. John Lutheran School will have an “Open House” on Sunday, August 15, 2021, from 5pm – 6pm. All 

students and parents are invited to attend.  This open house will give parents and students an opportu-

nity to bring in school supplies and visit their child’s classroom and teacher.  We will begin school on 

Monday, August 16th, 2021, at 8:00am. 

 

Rummage Sale and Bake Sale 

Starting July 19 thru 23 and 26 and 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., you can bring items for the sale. 

The sale will be July 29, 30, and 31 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please bring clean items only!  We will 

need lots of help getting ready for the sale. We will also have coffeecakes starting Thursday July 29. 

mailto:kpowley@sjshornets.com
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1). 

 

We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded us. We are right to do this. We 

should be thankful for these liberties – the freedom to gather together to worship and to live out what believe in our 

daily lives.  

 

But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a freedom for it. In-

deed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness – a license to do what we want, when we want. This 

license is a submission again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire when we desire it means 

we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions.  

 

Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to death along with all 

sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in righteousness and purity. In Christ, we are a 

new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty and bear fruits of the 

Spirit.  

 

Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church. God calls us to believe in His 

Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He calls us to live in faith toward Him and in fer-

vent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents provide for their 

children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  

 

And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they are no longer able to do so 

themselves. God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls citizens 

to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach and teach the Gospel, 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support those who teach them with every good thing.  

 

Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our duty. Stand 

firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  

 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Monthly board and organization updates 
Elders 

The Elders revisited the mask policy and have agreed to allow individual members the option of weather or not to wear 

a mask. New signs were put up on the church and office doors as well. Pastors and assistants will still wear their masks 

during Holy Communion distribution. Ushers will also wear masks during distribution. Seating will partially open up 

beginning the weekend of 6-19 with some open seating and some spaced seating in case some are still uncomfortable 

with open seating. In July the plans are to put the hymnals and attendance books back in the pews. Future hopes are to 

sing again during Holy Communion distribution and use the Communion rails. Newly elected officers were installed at 

the 10 am service on 6-27.    

 

LWML 

Attention LWML members-We are gearing up for the Summer Picnic to be held on Monday, July 26th.  (Note change 

of date from booklet)  This year it will be held at the Chester Country Club. We are asking members to invite a 

guest.  Perhaps they might consider joining LWML after attending our fun party! The telephone committee (Imogene 

McDonough or Shirley Roth) will be calling next month to find out if you are attending and bringing a guest. We hope 

to have a few more ladies join LWML in 2021.  

 

Thank you 
I would like to thank you for the calls, cards, wishes, and especially for the prayers for my recovery from my recent ill-

ness. I am doing well under God’s care. Thank you again. Darlene Gentsch 

 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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St. John Lutheran Church Holds New Member Reception 

 

(Chester, June 15 2021) St. John Lutheran Church held the first of two scheduled receptions for its new members.  This 

was the first such reception since 2017.  This event was held between Sunday morning services with approximately 75 

people in attendance. 

 

Pastor Justin Massey opened with a devotion.  Don Stallman, congregational vice president, served as emcee and wel-

comed all to the reception.  Certain selected people spoke to the group about their church organizations and offices.  

Topics discussed included Board of Trustees, Altar Guild, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, Parent – Teachers 

League, Ushers, and Sunday and Vacation Bible Schools. 

 

Each speaker encouraged our new members to become involved in their church family. 

 

Light refreshments were enjoyed by those in attendance. 

 

The reception was organized by the church’s Board of Stewardship to recognize our new members, and the great bless-

ing of God who brought these many new members to faith in Christ and His Church.  The new member reception was 

divided with one-half attending this reception and the other one-half attending a second reception scheduled for August 

15, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s New Member Reception participants: 

(First Row, L > R) Michael Bohnert with Ryder LeGrand and Josie Bohnert, Megan Cowan with Josie CowanJoanna, 

Karl and Jennifer Rovey 

(Second Row, L > R) Susan Schwarz, Hannah and Ella Crow, Ellie Lunsford, Sophia Smith, Charlie, Millie and Billy 

Dethrow 

Third Row, L > R) Pastor Justin Massey, Dwayne Schwarz, Deb Uchtman, Sarah Crow, Patty Chartrand, Hannah 

Kaempfe, Joshua Sims, Lucas Thompson, Josie Kattenbraker, Gail Kimmich, Cheryl and Bill Dethrow, Bill Ebers 

 

 

Time to Order Community Birthday Calendars  
        The Community Birthday Calendar Committee is working hard to confirm orders, verify names and add new 

names for the 2022 edition.  Calendars are $5.75 each and listings are just .25 each.  Please consider ordering Birthday 

Calendars for Christmas gifts!  It is a great way to give a gift every day of the year!  Please encourage friends, family 

and co-workers to have their special days included on the 2022 Community Birthday Calendar! 

 

         To place a new order for calendars or names to be listed, please contact Sandy Colvis (618-615-5556), Carolyn 

Schwent (618-826-2557), the church office (618-826-3545) or secretary@stjohnchester.com.  The profits from this pro-

ject will remain with St. John LWML to support their many church projects. 

mailto:secretary@stjohnchester.com
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  July 3  5:00 p.m.    Bryce Williams 

Sun July 4   7:45 a.m.   Brayden Juenger 

     10:00 a.m.   Rhett Creason 

Sat  July 10 5:00 p.m.   Avori Frazer 

Sun July 11 7:45 a.m.   Isac Smith 

     10:00 a.m.  Trevin Eggemeyer 

Sat  July 17 5:00 p.m.   Bryce Williams 

Sun July 18 7:45 a.m.   Mallorie Homan 

     10:00 a.m.   Isaac Sims 

Sat  July 24 5:00 p.m.   Kale Sprengel 

Sun July 25 7:45 a.m.   Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m.   Hannah Crow 

Sat  July 31 5:00 p.m.   Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Aug 1   7:45 a.m.   Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m.   Caleb Coffey 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat July 3      5:00 p.m.     Doris Knoke 

Sun July 4     7:45 a.m.     Barb Fricke 

       10:00 a.m.     Mary Caldwell 

Sat July 10    5:00 p.m.     Carolyn Colvis 

Sun July 11   7:45 a.m.     Sarah Schenk  

       10:00 a.m.     Karla Klindworth 

Sat July 17    5:00 p.m.     Karen Miller 

Sun July 18   7:45 a.m.     Brenda Pautler 

       10:00 a.m.     Norma Vieregge 

Sat July 24    5:00 p.m.     Deb Caraway 

Sun July 25   7:45 a.m.     Dorothy Decker 

       10:00 a.m.    Myrna Campbell 

Sat July 31    5:00 p.m.    Tammy Crawford 

Sun Aug 1     7:45 a.m.    Connie Gaertner 

       10:00 a.m.    Susan McClure 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

July 3/4      Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

July 10/11  Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

July 17/18  Lisa Meade/ Gary Kelkhoff 

July 24/25  Larry McDonough 

July 31/Aug 1 Dennis Mott 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat July 3      5:00 p.m.     Tim Hardy 

Sun July 4      7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m.   Rick Casten 

Sat July 10     5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun July11     7:45 a.m.   Gary Duenisng 

        10:00 a.m.   Don Stallman 

Sat July 17     5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy  

Sun July 18    7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

         10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat July 24      5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun July 25     7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

         10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat July 31      5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun Aug 1      7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

July 4   Dallas Redeker / Tony Young 

July 11 Jason Coffey / Bob Platt 

July 18 Jason Coffey / Charlie Bargman 

July 25 Brett Klindworth / Dave Verseman 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

June 28– July 3 Larry McDonough 

July 5-10 Fred Fricke 

July 12– 17 Brett Klindworth 

July 19-24 Larry McDonough 

July 26-31 Fred Fricke 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

July 6 

July 13 Cheryl Dethrow 

July 20 Bev Baker 

July 27 Deb Caraway 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  6/24/2021  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $1,092,030.76     Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $1,075361.96  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($63,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($10,931.96)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   6/24//2021             $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    154                       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

And a _isio_ appe_red t_ Paul _n the _ight; _here _tood _ man o_ Mace_onia, _nd pr_yed h_m, say_ng, 

Co_e ove_ into _aced_nia, a_d hel_ us. An_ afte_ he ha_ seen _he vi_ion, i_medi_tely _e end_avor_d to 

g_ into _aced_nia, a_sure_ly ga_heri_g tha_ the L_rd ha_ call_d us f_r to p_each _he go_pel u_to th_m.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit 

down in the kingdom of God. And, behold, there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall 

be last. Luke 13:29-30  

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

Thank you to everyone who recently contributed to the New Facility Fund.  The current total is $576,868.09.  With 

faithful donations, St. John Lutheran School will continue to graduate future honor students, competitive athletes, 

student council officers, successful businessmen and women, qualified military leaders, and honest workers-

all rooted with Christian principles. 


