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1943, 1991, & 2017…  Why so many Catechisms? 
The challenges against God’s elect are many and as diverse as our many weaknesses.  Each genera-

tion faces different struggles, temptations, and afflictions.  Thus, the way the church responds also changes.  

It uses the same steadfast and unchanging Word of God, but it uses different parts and doctrines to combat 

different threats and answer different questions.  Currently there are many threats against God’s gift of gen-

der and marriage.  The wondrous differences between men and women, which God first established in the 

Garden of Eden, have lasted through the fall into sin and continue through every generation.  Modern 

voices question these gifts of God and seek to control or undo what God has done. 

 

Our parents or grandparents’ catechism (’43) had five questions regarding the 6th Commandment: 

What is marriage?  What does God forbid in the 6th Commandment?  What does God require?  What 

must we do to be chaste?  And, what does God require especially of married people?  When I was a confir-

mand in the 1990s, my catechism had only four questions.  It skipped defining marriage and asked, “How 

do we lead a sexually pure life?” instead of mentioning “chaste.”  Catechism-wise, it seems like the 

changes in those fifty years were slight, like removing the King James English thee and thou.  However, the 

Bible verses used to answer those questions also changed.   

 

In quoting what God forbids, the ’43 Catechism does not refer to 1st Corinthians 7:15 as the 1991 

does, “But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so.  In such cases the brother or sister is not en-

slaved.”  This may make the earlier catechism seem softer; however, the ’43 Catechism also does not repeat 

the dialogue on homosexuality from Romans 1:24-27.  This seems to show how Christ and His Word influ-

enced the earlier generation’s culture more than later generations.  

 

When comparing the 1991 Catechism with the most recent 2017 Edition, the 6th Commandment re-

ceived considerably more attention.  Instead of four questions over five pages, there are thirteen questions 

over eleven pages.  This 500th Anniversary of the Reformation Edition also gave a summarizing “Central 

Thought” for every Commandment in addition to dividing the questions into two parts: “A Closer Reading 

of the Small Catechism” and “Connections and Applications.”  This separation first addresses how we are 

to think about the commandment and then once our attitude or posture is prepared, how does this affect the 

way we live in this age.   

 

Not only are the questions different in the 2017 Edition, they address directly what was implied in 

earlier catechisms.  The questions include, What is the Christian view of living together apart from mar-

riage (cohabitation)?  What should husbands and wives do when they struggle in marriage?  What are 

some dangers or temptations that pornography poses today?  What does the Bible say about same-sex 

marriage?  And, what is the Christian perspective on persons who are confused about their sexual identity?  

When answering these questions, this latest edition relies even more heavily on Genesis 1 and 2, Paul’s 1st 

letter to the Corinthians, chapters 6 and 7 as well as other selections.  While the majority of the Bible verses 

used come from the same chapters, this latest edition also draws from more of God’s Word to better show 

God’s will.  Praise God for His guidance through His Word!  —Pr Massey  
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Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be 

established within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who 

are our known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

May 2021-2022   September 2021-2022 
Devin Valleroy   Robin Bierman 

Anastasia Valleroy  

Emma Valleroy 

Matthew Weaver 

 

St. John Lutheran Church, Chester, Illinois 
Voters Assembly Meeting 

May 16, 2021 
 

The May 16, 2021, Voters Assembly meeting was called to order at 11:20 a.m. by Congregation Ch. Don 
Stallman. 
 
Twenty-Six Voters signed the attendance roster. 
 
Pastor Massy opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Minutes of March 21, 2021 were approved with one amendment. Under the Board of Education in the “End of 
School Year” section, the required school hours for St. John were amended from 808 to 880 per Principal 
Kaela Powley.  A motion was made by Mike McClure and seconded by Gary Eggemeyer to accept the minutes 
with noted amendment.  Motion carried.   
 
Official Acts:  April – May 2021 (presented in packet) 

 Baptisms 

 Daniel James Koeneman 3/13/21 

 Mia Kay Bendorf 4/18/21 

 Confirmations – all on 3/28/21 

 Max Blechle  

 Nicholas Coffey 

 Nicholas Collins 

 Evan Dunning 

 Cole Johnson 

 Clayton Kothe 

 Alexander Maes 

 Alex Williamson 

 Death 

 Jennifer Eggemeyer 4/7/21 

 Members to remove:  Based upon self-exclusion, no response to letter, or whereabouts unknown. 

The following members have been listed in the Epistle every two months for one year and their 
whereabouts continue to be unknown.  Our Elders/Lay Ministers have discussed their membership 
at their May meeting and have now forwarded their recommendation for our congregation’s May 
Voters Meeting.   

 Unknown whereabouts May 2020-2021 – Lindsay Hammel 

 Self-Exclusion – Katelyn Rader, Stephen Ehlers 

The report was accepted as presented on motion by Mike McClure and second by Gary Eggemeyer.  
Motion carried. 
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   Youth Report – See report under with the Board of Elders. 
 
Board of Education – Rhonda Dunning reported 

 The school has continued to receive reimbursement from the Federal government based on the 

USDA waiver covering all student lunches served. 

 Summer Day Care – has been advertised and several students have signed up. The School Board 

voted to increase the cost to $20/day with attendees required to bring their own lunch every day 
they are in attendance.  Teacher, Heather Hartman, will once again direct the summer program and 
it was approved to have two high school students and one college student as workers.  The pro-
gram begins on June 1, 2021. 

 The board continues to address past due tuition statuses.  Rhonda expressed her appreciation to 

Don Stallman for composing a letter that was sent to families with outstanding amounts.  Any stu-
dent no longer enrolled at St. John’s will receive a letter (most likely a second notice) from attorney 
Jason Coffey reminding them they are still responsible for any outstanding balance even after their 
student graduates. 

 As the Chester Public School community continued to struggle with in-person learning and activi-

ties, we at St. John continued business as close to normal as possible including: 

 Kindergarten screening was held April 13. 

 Spring registration on April 28 

 Honor’s Night on May 4 

 Kindergarten graduation on May 10 

 Sports Awards on May 11 

 Although attendance had to be limited, all these activities were held in person. 

 Last day of student attendance will be Tuesday, May 18 with a 1:30 dismissal time.  Although the 

end of year carnival is unable to be held, arrangements have still been made to have an ice cream 
truck thanks to the generous donations by Mr. Steffens. 

 8th grade graduation will be held in the church on Tuesday, May 25, with each graduate allowed 15 

guests and each marshal and usher allowed 2 guests.  

 Everyone is invited and encouraged to celebrate Mrs. Sue Schwarz’s retirement on May 23 at an 

open house reception in the Parish Hall from 11:30 – 1 p.m.  After a career at St. Mark’s in Steele-
ville, we were blessed to have had her here as a faculty member for the last several years. 

 The board will be conducting teacher interviews on the evening of May 17 to fill two positions.  

There are two positions open due to Mrs. Schwarz’s retirement and for preschool teacher.   Ms. An-
drea Luthy, did not renew her contract as preschool teacher for the next school year.  After some 
internal movement, the board is looking to fill the 2nd and 5th grade positions. 

 Last Meeting on the Board for Rhonda:  Rhonda closed her report with some parting words. Since 

this is the last Voters Meeting Rhonda would attend as Board of Education president, she ex-
pressed her thanks and appreciation to everyone for allowing her to serve the church and school 
for the last four years on the Board.  She cited there were some difficult times including the tuition 
collections and especially navigating the COVID-19 pandemic.  Rhonda asked that everyone con-
tinue to provide unwavering support for Principal Powley and her teachers, as well as Ms. Lynn 
Powley, janitorial staff, and dietary staff.  She pointed out they have each had to develop new ways 
to cope with the pandemic.  Rhonda requested the school’s continuing support from the congrega-
tion and willing members to serve on the Board.  She said she had developed a passion to serve 
on the Board after having her own St. John educators, including those who are still active with St. 
John’s, Mrs. Sheely, Mr. Janssen, and Mr. Urquhart, that led her to want to serve.  She also said 
she could not express enough what a dedicated, committed administrator, educator and coach St. 
John’s has in Ms. Kaela Powley.  Rhonda said Kaela has the same passion she learned from St. 
John’s teachers years ago.  

 
Board of Elders– Gary Duensing reported 

 Youth Group – Youth continue to meet every other week, if possible, for Bible study, fellowship, and 

future planning. This has been difficult due to COVID-19. The Youth Group is in the process of putting 
together fund raisers, but these have been limited due to COVID-19, so it has been hard to keep up on 
raising money for the National Youth Gathering in Texas.  The Youth Group appreciates the congrega-
tion’s support. 
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 Official Acts for April – One Baptism– Mia Bendorf.  One death - Jennifer Eggemeyer. 

 Pastor Sims and Pastor Massey continue to reach out to the non-active members with some assis-
tance from the Elders.  Gary invited the Voters Assembly to pray for any non-active members they 
may know of and to let our pastors or Elders know of them as well.  

 Board of Elders nominations were finalized.  These are on the Voters Assembly ballot for today’s 

meeting.  

 The church budget has been discussed and should be ready to present at the July Voters meeting.  

 The church service reservation sign-up/sign-in was discussed and approved to be discontinued for all 

services. Those attending services are asked to now sign-in on the sheets located on the usher ta-
bles. 

 Pastor Sims is out of town for his niece’s confirmation from May 14 through May 16.  

 Pastor Massey will be out of town from May 27 through June 8.  He and his fiancé will be married on 

May 28.  We wish many blessings to them as they begin their lives together as husband and wife. 

 Remarks on this past year and COVID-19:  Special thanks to Kelly Walls, church secretary, Pastor 

Sims, Pastor Massey, our organist, Karl Rovey, Principal Powley, and Lynn Powley, school secretary, 
and to everyone who has dealt with the COVID-19 pandemic with the extensive planning, organizing, 
and commitment.  Thanks to everyone on our staff for their faithful service and for all they have done 
for our church.  We ask everyone to continue to pray for these faithful servants we have been 
blessed with. 

 
Board of Trustees - Randy Kaempfe reported 

 High Street wall on the school side of the street – Demolition will start on June 1. Prior to that the 

fence will be taken down and Board of Trustees is asking for a couple of volunteers to help do that. 
Cutting down the concrete section located against the side of the Parish Hall will be started soon.  
The cost for the Engineers to survey the wall, sidewalk, and curb was shared with the city with our 
part of the bill being $3000.  There is some concern about losing a large shade tree during the demo-
lition.  Trustee Greg Rowold is handling this and checking with a forester for his opinion on the age 
and health of the tree.   

 Large gift– At the end of 2020, St. John received a large endowment designated for tuition assis-

tance.  Randy Campbell, Thrivent Representative, was consulted regarding investment with Thrivent.  
Trustee Ch. Randy explained the board’s decision on how the funds would be invested:  $40,000 in 
high yield, $40,000 in opportunity income, $20,000 in balance income.  Guidelines on awarding the 
tuition assistance were set:  1) There will be an annual maximum amount each year that can be 
awarded. This amount will be determined at the next Trustees meeting.  2) This fund will be for tuition 
assistance only.  It will be available to both St. John members and non-members. 

 School Maintenance - Dennis Mott plans to semi-retire and will continue part time employment doing 

some maintenance.  Lisa Meade was hired on May 13 as full-time janitor.  Dennis’s retirement will be 
effective July 1. 

 Freezer alarm – Work continues with implementation of an internet freezer alarm.  Dave Bargman 

and Tony Young are working on the installation and connection for this. 

 Narthex repairs are done.  

 Illinois Phase 5 – Working on a plan toward the bridge phase of the COVID-19 pandemic. Trustees 

are planning to hire a service to deep clean the church including the pews, air ducts, etc, once Illinois 
reaches Phase 5. 

 
Treasurer Report - Gary Eggemeyer reported 

 The full report provided in the packet is filed in the church office. 

 Beginning Balance: ($38,491.19) 

 Income:  $889,000.43. 

 Operating Expenses: ($923,885.79) 

 Checking Balance as of 4/30/21:  $108,774.36 
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        Board of Stewardship – Larry McGuire reported 

 Plans in place for the new member reception on June 13, 2021. 

 Supplies are purchased. 

 Invitations will soon be mailed. 

 Informational packets are ready for printing. 

 Refreshments are being finalized. 

 Speakers are being lined up. 

 Larry expressed appreciation and thanks on behalf of the Board to those who responded to 

the requests to provide information about the boards, organizations, and functions of our 
church. 

 Next project – to be determined after new member receptions are completed. 

 The August 15, 2021, another New Member Reception will repeat the June 13 format with updates 

being provided regarding contact information and new board officers. 

 Board Candidates for Election – full slate of candidates 

 

Cemetery – No report, however, Randy Kaempfe added that a surveyor’s report was not able to come up 
with a plan from a previous survey.  Next step is to go to the courthouse and Randy is making plans to do 
this. 
 

 Pastors report – Pastor Massey reported 

 Recent Work and Priorities   

 Pastors Sims and Massey continue to answer the call to help neighboring pastors/

congregations. 

 Both pastors helped in Evansville and Ruma the first two Sundays in May 

 Pastor Sims will be finishing Confirmation instruction this summer. 

 Bible Studies 

 Wednesday night Bible studies have resumed with Pastor Sims teaching on the Gospel of 

Mark. 

 Pastor Massey is completing public school Confirmation with two confirmands.  

 Both Pastors are currently finishing up instruction and examination for several adult new 

member candidates.  

 “Missing” visits - Both pastors are visiting with occasional help from Elders and making phone 

calls for those with concerns over COVID-19. 

 Shut-ins, nursing home and hospital visits – we are back in all the facilities in which we have 

members.  Some allow for Holy Communion where others are not. 

 Jail/prison ministry – scheduled to open back up later this Summer/early Fall. 

 Short Term Priorities 

 Leader nominations/elections and 2021-2022 spending plan discussed. 

 Pastor Massey’s wedding reception June 12 from 2-4 in the Parish Hall. 

 New member reception on June 13 

 Long term Priorities 

 Continual assessment of COVID-19 parameters, adaptations, and re-opening. 

 Reaching out to encourage all able-bodied people to return to worship at the sanctuary of St. 

John. 
 

Old business:  
Vacation Bible School – July 7.8.9 – Jill Arbiter reported:   

 VBS will be in person.  Jill still needs helpers.  She updated everyone that 2 years ago we had 61 

children with 30 not being from St. John’s.  

 Jill also informed the Assembly that she is stepping down and suggested to the Voters Assembly 

for the future that someone doing the coordination have an educational background. 

 Jill has done VBS for the past 7-8 years as well as Sunday School for 10 years.   
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      New business:  

 Election of officers: Ch. Stallman pointed out the Secretary position did not have a candidate.  He ex-

plained the duties of the position. If the position cannot be filled by ballot, then it can be appointed by 
the Parish Planning Council (PPC).   

 Ch. Stallman asked the Assembly for additional nominations from the floor. There being none, he 

asked for a motion to close the nominations. Motion made to close the nominations by Larry 
McGuire and Gary Duensing seconded.  

 The distributed ballot listed the following candidates: 

 Chairman (1) – Mike McClure 

 Vice Chairman (1)– Don Stallman 

 Secretary (1)– no candidate 

 Treasurer (1)– Randy Kaempfe 

 Elders (5)– Gary Duensing, Ron Dunker, Brett Klindworth, Ted Mueller, Kevin Weber 

 Trustees (3) – Sue Abraham, Gary Eggemeyer, Greg Rowold 

 Board of Education (3) – Charles Bargman, Jr., Laurie Irose, Reta Mott 

 Board of Stewardship (3) – Jill Arbeiter, Tracy Coffey, Cheri Roth 

Ch. Stallman asked the Voters Assembly for a motion to elect the slate of officers by acclimation. All 
were in favor and motion carried to accept the new slate of officers as presented on the ballot for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year. 

 
There being no other business, Randy Campbell made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Gary Egge-
meyer seconded. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
 
Pastor Massey closed with a prayer followed by the Lord’s prayer being recited in unison. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Donna Young 
Congregational Secretary 
 

A p p l e  b u t t e r  

St. John will be cooking apple butter this year. We will be cooking on September 16 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. the rain date 

is September 17. We are looking for volunteers to prepare apples on September 11 at 9 a.m. We will also need help on 

September 16th to stir. Orders for apple butter must be  placed by September 8.  Quarts $8 and Pints $6. Pick up will be 

Saturday September 18 at the Parish Hall at 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. If you have any questions call the church office 618

-826-3545. 

 
L u t h e r a n  W i t n e s s  

The Lutheran Witness is a magazine published by our LCMS church body.  It provides Missouri Synod laypeople with 

stories and information that complement congregational life, foster personal growth in faith and help interpret the con-

temporary world from a Lutheran perspective. There is also an 8-page insert of Southern Illinois news, featuring sub-

mitted articles about congregational activities in our area.  In the past, we have sent pictures and stories of VBS, the 

New Member Reception, student activities, and retiring teachers. 

 

Not receiving this informative and uplifting publication?  Contact the church office to start your subscription. 
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        Ten Great Reasons to Teach Sunday School 
10.   It’s a great way to get back into your Bible 

 9.   You will become an instant hero to parents and the pastor. 

 8. Kids will start waving at you in church.  

 7. It will get your creative juices flowing. 

 6. It’s a great opportunity to do together with a friend, your teen, or spouse. 

 5. You’ll learn how to share your faith (& your family will see yours in action.) 

 4. You’ll deepen your relationship with God and knowledge of scripture. 

 3. You will become part of a team of new friends. 

 2. Because we all really do have time for what’s important and fun. 

 1. Because there’s no higher calling than helping raise up a new generation of disciples. 

 

St. John is looking for a few helpers and substitutes for this school year.  Someone once said, “If you need something 

done, ask a busy person.”  We are used to accommodating busy schedules.  Call Jill Arbeiter at 615-5166 or the church 

office for more info. 

 

Parents:  Take advantage of every opportunity to bind God’s commandments to the hearts and minds of your children.  

If we do not teach our children to love Jesus, the world will teach them not to.  Sunday School is another tool available 

to you. 

 

19th Annual Auction 

The 19th annual auction is only weeks away and the auction committee is working hard to make this another successful 

event. We have some items to auction off this year but we need MORE ITEMS, large items. Please consider donating 

some items. We always run short on items that appeal to men so you might keep that in the back of your mind. Please 

have your donations turned in to the church office by September 17. 

 

The auction tickets are available now at a low, LOW cost of $35. Tickets can be pur-

chased online at https://www.silentauctionpro.com/onlineticketpurchase.php?

groupId=1692 or the church office. Parents of St. John students! We need your partici-

pation as well.  

 

Tickets are being sold for the raffle this year. The prize is a chest freezer with a meat 

bundle to include beef and pork. Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Raffle tickets 

can be purchased online at https://www.silentauctionpro.com/

onlineticketpurchase.php?groupId=1692, the church office a school parent, or Barb’s 

Beauty shop. 

 

So call now, get your tickets ordered, and please consider the donation of an auction item!  

 

 

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Pastor Massey plans to begin another two-year program for teaching  Luther's Small Catechism this autumn.  Confirma-

tion classes will be held on Wednesdays after school from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.  This being his second class, he plans on 

incorporating more discussion, Bible stories, and verbal memorization.  Interested parties in grades 5-7: please contact 

the Church Office at 826-3545 so that we may order materials.   

https://www.silentauctionpro.com/onlineticketpurchase.php?groupId=1692
https://www.silentauctionpro.com/onlineticketpurchase.php?groupId=1692
https://www.silentauctionpro.com/onlineticketpurchase.php?groupId=1692
https://www.silentauctionpro.com/onlineticketpurchase.php?groupId=1692
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful reminder, 

by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:  

 

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given 

you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him 

anything that was not in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing anything for God or 

giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its father and saying, 

‘Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the 

child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is sixpence to the 

good on the transaction. When a man has made these two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this 

that real life begins. (128–129).” 

 

This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns everything, 

and we are simply managers – stewards – acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that we have in this life 

(Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in this life (1 Cor. 6:20).  

 

The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use of it ac-

cording to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom 

much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the 

more” (Luke 12:48b). And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).  

 

We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our spiritual life also from His merciful hands. On ac-

count of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sac-

raments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute certainty 

that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into 

the service of His church and to His glory.  

 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

Monthly board and organization updates 
Stewardship 

The second New Member Reception was held Aug. 15.  Although not attended as well as the June reception, members 

enjoyed the fellowship and presentation by various leaders.   

 

Chairman of the Board of Lay Ministry, Gary Duensing was the MC and gave a brief description of the Youth Group.  

Dr. Robert Platt spoke about the technology of the radio broadcasting and Chris Urquhart discussed its history.  Mary 

Stallman presented information about the Braille center.  Our new janitor, Lisa Meade informed the group of the duties 

of the weekend janitors, including ringing of the church bell.  Karl Rovey stated that choir and bell choir practices will 

start Sept 1. All of these groups depend on volunteers and could always use more members. 

 

We appreciate the refreshment committee of Dr. Steve and Diane Platt and Richard & Brenda Pautler. 

 

New members in attendance at this event were Jeri Busby, Reuel Smith, Kevin Weber, & Gatlin Walls. 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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Monthly board and organization updates 
PTL 

Our next meeting will be September 1 at 6pm in the Parish Hall.  We will be working on plans for the Dinner Auction 

to be held on October 2. We have set the Book Fair Dates for September 20-24.  

 

 

Elders 

Discussion was again held on the topic of Covid 19 because of the increase of cases. After a lengthily discussion the 

elders elected to continue with the current recommendations that were put in place last month. The elders were asked to 

prayerfully consider to wear a mask during communion assistance even if they are fully vaccinated.  Members also have 

a choice as to wear  a mask or not during services. Seating has not changed yet up to this point.  

 

Pastor Massey has been allowed to restart his Bible study at Menard Correctional Center. He has 20-30 attending de-

pending on the group size.  

 

The upcoming Holiday schedule was discussed and approved by the board with the following dates: 

Midweek Advent Services for Dec 1,8, and 15........2 services, 1st one beginning at 4 p.m. and the 2nd beginning at 7 

pm. If meals are able to be served, this will be announced closer to the above dates. 

Christmas Cantata....Dec 22 at 7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Family Service of Carols and Readings....5 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service...11 p.m. 

Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion....10 a.m. only 

Sunday Dec 26....10 a.m. only 

New Years Day 2022.....10 a.m. only 

Sunday, Jan 2 2022.....normal schedule 

 

 

Trustees 

Wall is complete.  Temporary fencing had to be placed because of a shipping delay for the permanent, galvanized fenc-

ing. 

 

Parish Hall steps have been replaced, and handrails for both the School and Parish Hall steps are on order. 

 

The cemetery survey has been completed and an access road can now proceed, as planned. 

 

Willet-Hauser Architectural Glass offered a free inspection on the Church’s stained glass windows.  Their findings were 

that “windows are in good shape” and “will not need maintenance for 10-12 years. 

 

The floor of the 7th grade room has been replaced with commercial tile from Square One.  All air-conditioning issues at 

the School have been, or  being addressed. 

 

Information for security cameras at the School and Church has been gathered, and we will request opinions from Dave 

Bargman and Tony Young before a purchase is made. 

 

Many boxes of files older than 10 years are being purged and all non-essential information is being destroyed. 

 

 

LWML 

The LWML has been busy this summer. We hosted a  Rummage Sale in July which had a profit of $5,301.18. Thank 

you to everyone who made this a success. At our last meeting we made donations to Missionary Erin Mcakenzie, St. 

John Youth Group and St. John School for cafeteria tables. The LWML is still quilting and providing funeral dinners. If 

you would like to see what LWML is about  join us for our next meeting on September 27 at 7 p.m. at the church.  

 

Mary Alice Welge gave our LWML some very old pictures of Past LWML ladies from St. John. Mardell Granger was 

kind enough to take the pictures and paid to have them framed. They will be displayed for a while in church.  
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  Sept 4 6 5:00 p.m. Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun Sept 5    7:45 a.m. Preston Abell 

      10:00 a.m. Addison Coffey 

Sat  Sept 11  5:00 p.m. Treyton McCartney 

Sun Sept 12  7:45 a.m. Mallorie Homan 

      10:00 a.m. Caleb Coffey 

Sat  Sept 18  5:00 p.m. Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Sept 19  7:45 a.m. Levi Caldwell 

      10:00 a.m. Reed Creason 

Sat  Sept 25  5:00 p.m. Avori Frazer 

Sun Sept 26  7:45 a.m. Preston Abell 

      10:00 a.m. Grace Irose 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Sept 4      5:00 p.m.    Ruby Schirmer 

Sun Sept 5     7:45 a.m.     

       10:00 a.m.    Myrna Campbell 

Sat Sept 11    5:00 p.m.    Amber Cushman 

Sun Sept 12   7:45 a.m.    Sandy Colvis 

       10:00 a.m.    Norma Vieregge 

Sat Sept 18    5:00 p.m.    Carolyn Colvis 

Sun Sept 19   7:45 a.m.    Dorothy Gerberding 

       10:00 a.m.    Donna Young 

Sat Sept 25    5:00 p.m.    Karen Miller 

Sun Sept 26   7:45 a.m.    Darlene Gentsch 

       10:00 a.m.    Louise Liefer 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Sept 4/5 Dennis Mott 

Sept 11/12 Lisa Meade / Ryan  Petrowske 

Sept 18/19 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Sept 25/26 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Sept 4      5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Sept 5     7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

Sat Sept 11    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Sept 12   7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Don Stallman 

Sat Sept 18    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Sept 19   7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Sept 25    5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun Sept 26   7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Sept 5 Amanda Middendorf / Bob Platt 

Sept 12 Brett Klindworth / Charlie Bargman 

Sept 19 Mardell Granger / Dave Verseman 

Sept 26 Chris Urquhart / Tony Young 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Aug 30– Sept 4 Larry McDonough 

Sept 6-11 Fred Fricke 

Sept 13-18 Brett Klindworth 

Sept 20-25 Larry McDonough 

Sept 27– Oct 2 Fred Fricke 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Sept 7 Rosemary Oetting 

Sept 14 Larry McDonough 

Sept 21 Shirley Roth 

Sept 28 Chris Urquhart 

O u r  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2021 to  8/26/2022  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $59,893.83      Beginning Balance 7/31/22                    $0.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $107,432.75  Paid on Debt year-to-date                      ($0.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($47,538.92)  Borrowed year-to-date                            $0.00 

       Current Balance as of   8/26/2021           $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    154                       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $0.00 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

 

Mo_t m_n w_ll _ro_la_m e_er_ on_ hi_ ow_ go_dn_ss: _ut _ fa_th_ul _an _ho _an _in_? Th_ ju_t m_n 

w_lk_th _n h_s i_te_ri_y: h_s c_il_re_ ar_ bl_ss_d a_te_ hi_.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 

come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. Revelation 22:17 

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

We hear a lot about missions and think that it is a nice thing for other people to do.  Many of us can't travel to 

a foreign country.  We know that mission work begins at home but we often get tongue tied when speaking 

about our faith.  The most visible mission project of St. John is our day school.  Please 

consider a contribution to our New Facility Fund so we can continue to teach children 

in Chester not only academics but the love of Our Savior for generations to come.  

The Fund has made some noticeable progress in the last few weeks, reaching a total of 

$583,539.89. 


