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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
October  Volume 2020 Issue  10 

  Vote for your Neighbor! 

(and Respect Your Neighbor’s Vote!) 
 

The Bible makes it abundantly clear from beginning to end: we are to honor and respect 

governing authorities.  We are to do this regardless of whether or not we personally like or 

approve of those in positions of authority. However, the New Testament does demand that 

we “obey God rather than man” (Acts 5:27-32), when civil law prohibits the faithful following 

of the one true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Yet, we are to engage in such sanctified 

disobedience in a peaceful, respectful manner.  We are to continue praying for those in au-

thority, even if we believe them to be godless scoundrels. (Matthew 22:21; Romans 13:1; 1 

Peter 2:13-17).  

 

There is a strange tension in this.  As Christians, our citizenship is in heaven. It is an eternal 

citizenship, with all the privileges and joys of those who are brought into God’s eternal king-

dom in Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:17-21). Yet, as we live this earthly life we are to respect and 

honor the governments of whatever country we happen to hold our temporary, worldly citi-

zenship.   

 

As earthly citizens of the United States of America, we find ourselves in an even more inter-

esting scenario. Living in a specific type of democracy, a constitutional republic, means we 

play a role in the governance of our nation.  We participate most actively by voting for our 

executive and representative leadership. These leaders then govern according to the prom-

ises they made and the platform they presented leading up to the election.    

 

It is election time.  It is a very contentious time.  The measures taken, or not taken, in re-

sponse to COVID-19, the personal, social, and economic impact of this virus, social injustice 

issues, civil unrest, rioting and looting, the destruction of historical monuments and other 

property, and the usual rivalry between political parties are all contributing to people’s anxi-

ety.  This heightened anxiety is causing some to be angry and lash out at those with whom 

we disagree politically.    

 

A good question for us to consider might be: “As a Christian, how am I to conduct myself in 

this situation?”  Looking to God’s Word and using the K.I.S.S. principle (“Keep it simple, stu-

pid!”), I invite you to consider the following: 
 

“Vote for your neighbor and respect your neighbor’s vote.” 

                Continued on page 2 
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“Vote for your neighbor!” Romans 13:10 

First, as American citizens, it is a matter of your Christian vocation to vote.  Don’t skirt this re-

sponsibility.  Voting is a privilege that you have been given for the purpose of helping your fel-

low citizens.  

 

As a Christian, your vote should not be cast selfishly.  You should not vote for candidates or 

ballot initiatives that improve your life, most certainly not at the cost of your neighbor’s well-

being.  Letting your Christian Faith be your guide, you should vote for those that will be best 

for your neighbor and your country.  Of course, these are not always mutually exclusive.  Often, 

something or someone that you believe will be most beneficial for your neighbor is beneficial 

for you as well.   

 

Yet, the point is this: Christians should vote as if other people’s lives are more important than 

their own (Matthew 22:37-39; Romans 13:10; Philippians 2:3-4).  Do black people’s lives matter?  

Yes.  Do “Blue lives” (police officers) matter?  Yes.  Do unborn lives matter?  Yes.  Do the lives of 

children born to unwed mothers or into poverty matter?  Yes.  Do elderly or disabled lives mat-

ter?  Yes.  We could go on, and on, and on: Yes, yes, yes, yes...!    

 

We let our Biblically grounded Christian faith guide us for the sake of our neighbor as we enter 

the voting booth.      

 

“Respect your neighbor’s vote!” Romans 12:9-18 

Even as Christians take their faith into consideration when voting, we do so with a sense of hu-

mility and repentance.  We should remember that God is neither a Democrat nor a Republican 

and that all candidates are sinners.  All voters are too!  We should understand that two Chris-

tians striving to vote in a way that is best for their neighbor, depending on what they perceive 

to be the biggest priorities for our nation, still might vote for opposite candidates.  And that’s 

okay!  We vote for the sake of our neighbor and respect others who do the same, even if their 

vote is for the other candidate.   

 

When the voting is done, we respect the results.  We respect those who have expressed their 

majority view with their ballots.  We respect and honor the person who has won the office, 

whichever it may be.  We do so regardless of whether or not it is the candidate for whom we 

cast our vote, striving to live in peace with all (Romans 12:18).  Whether the vote results in re-

tention of power or a transition of power, we pray for all our government officials.  It is what 

we are called on by God to do (1 Timothy 2:1-3; 1 Peter 2:13-17).  That is certainly what we will 

be doing at St. John Lutheran Church.  In this way, we can be faithful citizens of both heaven 

and earth (Philippians 3:20; Romans 13:1).  

 

Pastor Tim A. Sims 
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God’s Kingdom: Creation Groans in Anticipation 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

 My theme for study lately seems to be “when Jesus comes back.”  There is so much to learn!  

My heart swells with joy as I read passages about it!  We’ve already learned that when Jesus comes 

back our bodies will be resurrected and made new, imperishable and powerful.  Also, our hearts and 

minds will finally be completely transformed so that our sinful nature is gone and all our thoughts and 

desires will be good and pleasing to God.  Then (after Jesus comes back) where will we live with these 

resurrected, immortal bodies?   God tells us in his Word that creation itself is groaning to be restored, 

made new, and transformed.  

 

“The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  

For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its 

bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  We 

know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up 

to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of 

our bodies.” (Rom 8:19-23)  (Emphasis added when underlined here and throughout.) 

 

Remember how God washed earth clean by a flood when people were so wicked in the days of 

Noah? When Jesus comes back, God tells us the current heaven (sky) and earth will be destroyed by 

fire, and a new heaven and earth will take its place. 

 

“By [God’s] word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being 

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will 

be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since every-

thing will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought 

to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its com-

ing.  That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the ele-

ments will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward 

to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”  (2 Pet 3:7, 10-13)    

 

The idea of a new heaven and a new earth is not a new idea.  The prophet Isaiah told Israel 

about it hundreds of years before Jesus came to earth as a baby.  God told Isaiah, “Behold, I will cre-

ate new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to 

mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create.” (Is 65:17)  After Jesus’ ascension Peter 

preached, “Repent and turn to God that times of refreshing may come and that he may send the 

Christ.  He [Jesus] must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything as he 

promised long ago.” (Acts 3:19-21) 

 

Should we be afraid at the destruction of earth? No, not at all!  Look at the encouraging words 

for us: liberated, glorious freedom, wait eagerly, look forward, speed its coming, his [God’s] promise, 

the home of righteousness, be glad, rejoice.  We will not be part of the destruction.  We will have 

been “caught up together…in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air”!  I enjoy thinking of the new 

heaven and earth as being similar to the Garden of Eden before sin ruined everything.  Remember 

how all the animals came to Adam to be named?  (Gen 2:19)  Remember how Adam and Eve walked 

with God in the beauty of the garden?  All our family in Christ will be there!  What a beautiful image to 

ponder as we watch this world become more and more ungodly. 

 

      In God’s redeeming grace,  

Myrna Campbell 
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The 2020 Forum for Circuit #9 of the Southern Illinois District (SID) of the Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) met on Sunday September 27.  Lay and pastoral 

delegates representing 10 congregations elected Pastor Tim Sims of St. John-

Chester to be the Circuit Visitor for the term 2021-2024.  This election will be rati-

fied at the SID Convention in February 2021.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

StJ-LC YOUTH! 

ATTN: ALL 8TH GRADE THROUGH SENIORS IN HIGH SCHOOL 

Join us the 2nd and last Sundays of the month for... 

Bible Study  Games 

  Snacks       Social Time  

 

Upcoming Events:  

 Sunday October 11th 6:30-7:30pm at the Church 

 Sunday October 25th After Worship Brunch 

11:30am-1:30pm at Pastor Sims’s house 

 

Parents: To be included in the StJ-YOUTH text group to receive updates and 

more detailed information on upcoming events, simply text Pastor Sims at (414)

202-6165.    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 

From September 23 through November 1, you’re invited to join other Christians for 40 

Days for Life – 40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re invited to stand 

and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside Planned Parent-

hood 317 Salem Place Fairview Heights, and also to help spread the word about this impor-

tant community outreach. All CDC COVID-19 requirements will be observed at the site. If 

you’d like more information – and especially if you’d like to volunteer to help, please con-

tact: Christy@coalitionforlifestl.com  Or you may visit www.coalitionforlifestl.com and 

sign up on our Vigil Calendar.  

mailto:Christy@coalitionforlifestl.com
http://www.coalitionforlifestl.com
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O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  9/28/2020  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $191,593.24      Beginning Balance 7/31/20              $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $207,617.47  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($5,000.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     $16,024.23  Borrowed year-to-date                       $9,200.00 

       Current Balance as of   8/24/2020    $34,200.00  
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week   183                      LOC Renewal Fee                                      $0.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

S t .  J o h n  L u t h e r a n  S c h o o l  F a l l  A u c t i o n  

 

Due to restrictions on large gatherings and serving food to the public due to COVID-19, the annual dinner auction is 

transitioning to an online silent auction. The auction is open to the public for bidding from October 9 – October 17. To 

view the auction items and register as a bidder, go to:  

  

From your computer, click  https://rb.gy/gxthdk to sign up for our auction. --  this link contains the "Online Bidding 

Sign Up Page" 

  

From your phone, click https://rb.gy/9cjouj to sign up for our auction. --  this link contains 

the "Mobile Sign Up Page" 

  

In addition to bidding on auction items, you can help the PTL provide resources for stu-

dents and classrooms with a monetary or item donation. Items are due by October 2 to be 

included in the auction. Please contact Kelly Walls (secretary@stjohnchester.com) for 

more information.   

  

The PTL will raffle off an $800 bundle of gift cards. Raffle tickets are available from all school families and the church 

and school offices. 

  

Thank you for remembering St. John Lutheran School in your prayers and monetary donations.  

 

 

S c a v e n g e r  H u n t  

 

Gather your family or friends, load up your car, and get out of the house for a fun evening of solving puzzles and find-

ing clues. The St. John's PTL has planned a Scavenger Hunt as part of their Fall Fundraiser events. 

 

October 17, 2020  

Registration 5:30 PM  

Hunt 6:00-8:00 PM 

$10/person or $50/vehicle.  

 

Pre-registration forms can be found on the Facebook Event 

on the St. John Lutheran Church & School page or 

at: https://1drv.ms/b/s!

Ajew2PV2zAMbj10F1FdmfahCZBwZ  

https://rb.gy/gxthdk?fbclid=IwAR0xZZdlm2IVC9qI-YutXv_ZC038EuVjERImVN4nV_mX_ekNwP-mJBgeX7o
https://rb.gy/9cjouj?fbclid=IwAR0xZZdlm2IVC9qI-YutXv_ZC038EuVjERImVN4nV_mX_ekNwP-mJBgeX7o
mailto:secretary@stjohnchester.com
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Ajew2PV2zAMbj10F1FdmfahCZBwZ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Ajew2PV2zAMbj10F1FdmfahCZBwZ
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

        We celebrate the Reformation at the end of each October. The Reformation began on All Saints’ Eve in 1517, 

which was when Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. So, let’s hear from 

Luther himself on the topic of giving and stewardship.  

 

In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible passages to help Christians know 

their duty in their various vocations as members of their family, society at large, and in God’s family, the Church. Under 

the heading “What Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages from the Bible, three of which have to do with 

giving to your local congregation. They are these:  

 

“The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.” (1 Cor. 

9:14) 

 

“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not be deceived: 

God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7) 

 

“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, espe-

cially whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is tread-

ing out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18) 

 

Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote: 

 

“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to be taken to mean that everyone should share all his possessions 

with his preacher. No, it means that he should provide for him liberally, giving him as much as is needed to sup-

port his life in comfort. … The apostle is so serious in advocating this topic of support for preachers that he adds 

a threat to his denunciation and exhortation, saying: ‘God is not mocked.’ … All this pertains to the topic of sup-

port for ministers. I do not like to interpret such passages; for they seem to commend us, as in fact they do. In 

addition, it gives the appearance of greed if one emphasizes these things diligently to one’s hearers. Neverthe-

less, people should be taught also about this matter, in order that they may know that they owe both respect and 

support to their preachers. Christ teaches the same thing in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and drinking what they provide, 

for the laborer deserves his wages’; and Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you not know that those who 

are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the 

sacrificial offerings? In the same way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel should get their 

living by the Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the ministry to know this, so that we do not have a bad 

conscience about accepting for our work wages … it happens when those who proclaim the glory of God and 

faithfully instruct the youth derive their livelihood from them. It is impossible that one man should be devoted to 

household duties day and night for his support and at the same time pay attention to the study of Sacred Scrip-

ture, as the teaching ministry requires. Since God has commanded and instituted this, we should know that we 

may with a good conscience enjoy what is provided for the comfortable support of our lives from church proper-

ties to enable us to devote ourselves to our office.” (LW 27:125–126) 
  

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

Four Opportunities for you to Worship!   
Join us for the Divine Service Saturdays 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.,  Sundays 7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  We will gather 

using COVID-19 precautions.  Attendance will be limited to 50 people per service.  Call the church office to reserve a 

seat for the service you plan to attend.  Those who attend must wear a mask while entering and exiting the sanctuary.   

 

Those experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or quarantined due to exposure, are asked to remain at home and listen to 

the radio/internet broadcast of the Sunday 10:00 a.m. service on AM 980 KSGM (internet KSGM980.com).  Those con-

sidered “high risk” for COVID-19, are encouraged to do the same. For those encouraged to stay home, or who are not 

yet ready to attend such gatherings, private Communion is available  by appointment on Sundays 12:00pm-1:40pm and 

Wednesdays 10:00am-12:00pm & 4:00-6:00pm. We are glad to serve you. 

If you have any questions or would like to reserve your seat for a worship service, please contact the church office at                                                     

(618)826-3545.  

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  Oct 3    5:00 p.m.    Hayden Cartwright 

Sun Oct 4    7:45 a.m.    Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m.   Caleb Coffey 

Sat  Oct 10  5:00 p.m.    Alex Maes 

Sun Oct 11  7:45 a.m.    Cole Johnson 

     10:00 a.m.    Reed Creason  

Sat  Oct 17  5:00 p.m.    Jenna Buskhol 

Sun Oct 18  7:45 a.m.     Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m.    Morgan Miers 

Sat  Oct 24  5:00 p.m. + Trey McCartney & Zoey Frazer 

Sun Oct 25  7:45 a.m. + Isac Smith & Joshua Sims 

     10:00 a.m. +  Nick Coffey & Evan Dunning 

Sat  Oct 31  5:00 p.m. + Jadyn West & Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Nov 1   7:45 a.m. + Cole Johnson & Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m. + Alex Williamson & Isaac Sims 
 

Note to Acolytes & Parents 

The acolyte schedule has resumed and is included in our newsletter. 

We are encouraging acolytes to return to service in worship.  We 

know some may be ready and others may not be ready to return to 

group gatherings.  For those who do not think they should attend 

yet, we understand.  Please, contact the church office to let us know 

well in advance.  We also want you to know that we are making the 

following adjustments as COVID-19 precautions. 

 

 The acolyte's chair and the pastors' chairs are spaced for social 

distancing. 

 If you prefer, your child may light the candles and then sit with 

you in the pew during the service, returning only to extinguish the 

candles at the conclusion of the service.   

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Sims at 

(414)202-6165. 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Oct 3       5:00 p.m.   Carolyn Colvis 

Sun Oct 4      7:45 a.m.    Mary Alice Welge 

       10:00 a.m.    Myrna Campbell 

Sat Oct 10     5:00 p.m.    

Sun Oct 11    7:45 a.m.    Mary Lee Gross 

       10:00 a.m.    Norma Vieregge 

Sat Oct 17     5:00 p.m.    Deb Caraway 

Sun Oct 18    7:45 a.m.    Sandy Colvis 

       10:00 a.m.    

Sat Oct 24     5:00 p.m.    Tammy Crawford 

Sun Oct 25    7:45 a.m.    Dorothy Gerberding 

      10:00 a.m.     Nancy Urquhart 

Sat Oct 31     5:00 p.m.    Mary Webster 

Sun Nov 1     7:45 a.m.    Darlene Gentsch 

      10:00 a.m.     Marilyn Runge 

 

Note to Greeters: The greeter schedule has resumed 

and is included in our newsletter. We are encourag-

ing greeters to return to service in worship.  We 

know some may be ready and others may not be 

ready to return to group gatherings.  For those who 

do not think they should attend yet, we under-

stand.  For those who do not think they should attend 

yet, we understand.   

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Oct 3/4 Dennis Mott 

Oct 10/11 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Oct 17/18 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Oct 24/25Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

Oct 31/1 Larry McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Oct 3       5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

         6:30 p.m.  Don Stallman 

Sun Oct 4      7:45 a.m.   Ron Rathert 

       10:00 a.m.   Rick Casten 

Sat Oct 10      5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

               6:30 p.m.   Don Stallman 

Sun Oct 11    7:45 a.m.    Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.   Don Stallman  

Sat Oct 17     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

              6:30 p.m.   Don Stallman 

Sun Oct 18    7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Oct 24    5:00 p.m.     Tim Hardy 

             6:30 p.m.    Don Stallman 

Sun Oct 25   7:45 a.m.     Ron Rathert 

      10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  
 

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Oct 4 Chris Urquhart / Dave Verseman 

Oct 11 Chris Colvis / Tony Young 

Oct 18 Mike Welge / Bob Platt 

Oct 25 Tim Lochhead / Charlie Bargman 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Sept 28– Oct 3   Brett Klindworth 

Oct 5-10 Larry McDonough 

Oct 12-17 Mike Welge 

Oct 19-Oct 24 Fred Fricke 

Oct 26—Oct 31 Brett Klindworth 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Oct 6 Mike Welge 

Oct 13 Bev Baker 

Oct 20 Deb Caraway 

Oct 27 Reuel Smith 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

Be s_ron_ and _our_geo_s, be _ot a_rai_ nor _ism_yed _or t_e ki_g of _ssy_ia, n_r fo_ all _he m_lti_ude 

_hat _s wi_h hi_: for _her_ be m_re w_th u_ tha_ wit_ him: _ith _im i_ an a_m of _les_; but _ith _s is _he 

L_rd o_r Go_ to h_lp u_, and _o fi_ht o_r ba_tle_. And _he p_opl_ res_ed t_ems_lve_ upo_ the _ord_ of 

H_zek_ah k_ng o_ Jud_h.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in 

temples made with hands; Neither is worshiped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing 

he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; Acts 17:24-25 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 St. John Lutheran School draws students of many Christian faiths as well as several unchurched students.  This 

golden opportunity to teach children about Jesus is St. John's most visible evangelism tool.  Just think how effec-

tive we would be with a new facility! The New Facility Fund was established in May 2007 with the goal of saving 

$2,000,000 before initiating construction. With the contributions of dedicated donors, we are moving forward,  our 

current total is $570,447.00. Contributions are tax-deductible and can be given at any time.  Set aside a steady 

amount to give each month or each pay day.  Be a part of the future of Christian education in Ches-

ter. 


