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Latin American Mission Trip 2020: Options & Ideas 
 

Our mission trip plans continue to flex based on who ends up going with us and what service we may provide.  

I began e-mailing one LCMS director who works in St. Louis for short-term missions.  Of the options she gave, it 

seemed the best one for us was a rehabilitation project for two playgrounds of Spanish-speaking Lutheran schools. 

Now we have a missionary short-term team coordinator whom you may remember, Erin MacKenzie.  Erin 

gave a presentation in church last year as she was traveling to many congregations to raise support.  Since Erin lives in 

the Caribbean, closer to all the opportunities available, she has suggested some other options.  She is tailoring these 

for us since we have a couple of people who may not have a passport, some who prefer not to go during the school 

year, and others who no habla Español.  She also emphasized that all those who are interested in going may change 

over time due to unforeseen problems or changes, so we should be open to a wider number of people who are inter-

ested in going early on just in case some who were interested don’t end up able to go. 

1. In the Dominican Republic (DR), a current need is for school support.  The services appreciated are promo-

tion/advertising, some classroom repairs/organization, and some teacher appreciation activities.   

 Travel time for the DR and Jamaica: around April or May. 

2. In Jamaica (English speaking), there are numerous construction projects and mercy work possibilities.  

There is a multi-use facility renovation and a recently opened Lutheran basic school.  There is also a good relationship 

with Lutheran Hour Ministries on the island. 

3. In Puerto Rico (no passport required), there is a basketball camp team scheduled to go June 13-20.  This 

family-team is leading a VBS with a basketball focus.  In addition to this small group’s plan there are additional op-

portunities for outreach among those affected by hurricanes such as holistic health, Bible studies and workshops 

(visual faith, soap making, disaster preparation). 

Updates will continue to come as the situation develops.  Please leave a message at the office if you are inter-

ested in being added to our list of those planning on going or if you had been planning to go and you no longer are 

able, (618) 826-3545. 
 

Pastor Justin Massey 

 

Our Reformer: 500 years after 1519… 
 

Martin Luther was an Augustinian friar for twelve years before he posted his 95-Theses.  He earned an unsat-

isfying bachelor’s degree in philosophy (Erfurt, 1505).  After three years at the Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt, he 

earned a degree in Biblical studies and finally began teaching theology in Wittenberg in 1508.  Luther had finished 

lecturing over the Psalms and Romans when he wrote his 95 theses in 1517 and then he began lecturing on Galatians 

in 1518.  Luther had a private session with Cardinal Cajetin at Augsburg in 1518 where he was expected to recant.  

Luther refused because no one could prove to him that his questions and positions were not from Scriptural stand-

point. 

In 1519, he made a promise to Carl von Miltitz, another agent from Rome, to avoid publically discussing his 

views if his opponents did not ask him.  However, a professor from a rival city to Wittenberg, John Eck of the Univer-

sity of Ingolstadt, challenged Luther’s university to a debate in Leipzig.  At this debate, Luther became more famous 

that summer of 1519 for a number of reasons.  First of all, many Germans and other Europeans had read his 95 The-

ses.  Secondly, many college students from Luther’s new Wittenberg University were eager to show loyalty against 

their older and established Roman Catholic rival the University of Ingolstadt. 

           (Continues on page 2) 
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Professor Eck, of about the same age and experience as Luther, had confronted and stopped the growing interest of 

Ingolstadt Roman Catholics toward what Luther had questioned.  The ruler, Duke George chose the debate location in 

neutral territory at his castle’s city of Liepzig where the debate lasted eighteen days. 

Eck arrived first and marched in the Corpus Christi procession.  Luther arrived with other Wittenberg Uni-

versity PhD’s and 200 students armed with battle-axes.  The City of Leipzig provided Eck with a 76-man bodyguard to 

protect him from the Wittenbergers as well as Bohemians who remembered Jan Hus, burned at the stake 104 years ear-

lier for denying the sale of indulgences.  There is a legend that as Jan Hus was about to be burned he said that today 

they burn a goose, but in one hundred years a swan will come.  Hus in Czech means goose and Luther liked to think he 

was the swan prophesied. 

In the dispute, Eck asked Luther if he was the only one who was wise and knew the truth, “Except for you is 

all the Church in error?”  Luther replied, “God once spoke through the mouth of an ass…I am a Christian theologian; 

and I am bound, not only to assert, but to defend the truth with my blood and death…I want to believe freely and be a 

slave to the authority of no one, whether council, university, or pope.  I will confidently confess what appears to me to 

be true, whether it has been asserted by a Catholic or a heretic.”  (Roland Bainton, Here I Stand, 91-92)  It would be 

two more years before Luther’s “here I stand” declaration at Worms. 

 

Pastor Justin Massey 

 

 

 

Looking for Members… 

Please help us find our members.  We miss having them with us in worship.  We would like to contact them to 

ask how they are doing.  We also would like to know if they are attending an LCMS congregation so that we can trans-

fer their records and membership. 

Missing Members, changed address(?) 

Hunter Downey 8, son of Derrick & Christina  Krista Downey 

Debra Ebers      Michelle Fortman 

Logan Handel, Parents: Jon & Henrietta   Dwight Lochhead  

Taylor, Joe, & Justin Marks     Michelle & Abigail Pierce 

Ben Russell      Crystal Weaver & Austin  

Debra Welge  

 

Members to remove, self-exclusion, no response to Oct. 2018 letter 

Roscoe Handsbury 

Jon & Henrietta Handel 

Lindsay Williams 

 

Members to remove, self-exclusion, no contact 

Michael Downey Jr.     Gianna Gearhart  

Chelsie Miller      Harold Rowold 

Julie Ann (Slack) Burkman    Danny Weaver 

Ashley Wegener 
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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION COLLECTION HAS CHANGED! 

 
Box Tops for Education is changing to fit today’s families. Box Tops have begun to stop putting the traditional box top 

label to be clipped on participating items. 

The new Box Tops home app can be used to scan your grocery store/Wal Mart receipt, find the participating products, 

and instantly add Box Tops to St. John online. 

No more clipping!  No more sending Box Tops to school! 

 

Here’s how it works: (All you need is your phone!) 

Download the ALL-NEW Box Tops app (either through the App Store or Google Play). 

Register for an account and pick for your Box Top money to go to St. John Lutheran School in Chester Illinois. 

Shop as you normally would. 

The simply scan your receipts to the app, and it will find participating products and automatically credit your Box 

Tops earning to St. John online. 

Box Tops will still redeem the traditional clipped box tops as long as they have not expired.  If you have clipped box 

tops at home, you can still send them in for redemption. 

 

**If you do not want to download the app, you can send in your receipts to the school 

or church office and we will be happy to scan them for you.   

 

Thank you for your continued support of St. John. 

Thanksgiving Service 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Thursday, November 28th 

 

Please join us as we give thanks to God for all His benefits. 

 

There will also be a door offering to support those going to Latin America in 2020 on a short

-term mission 
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 C h r i s t m a s  C o o k i e  S a l e  
The LWML Christmas Cookie Sale is coming up soon (December 14.) We need lots of help!  

You Can:  

1. Bake at home and bring to the church office or Parish Hall on Friday, December 13. 

2. Help bake cookies at the Parish Hall December 9-12. Call Laura Vasquez for details 826-3731.  

3. Prep and make candy on Sunday, December 8 starting at 1:00 p.m. Call Kathy Sprengel for details 826-4121. 

4. Come and buy these homemade cookies and cadies on Sat. December 14 Starting at 10:00 a.m.  

No store bought donations please. 

All proceeds will go toward St. John Church repairs. Please consider donating your time and talents.  

 

 

ST. JOHN PTL 

POINSETTIA FUNDRAISER 

 

St. John Lutheran School PTL will be taking orders for Poinsettias again this year.     

Description:      5+ blooms in 6.5-inch covered pot  

Colors:      Red or White    

Price      $10.00/each 

Money/Orders Due:  November 26, 2019 

Pickup:              December 7, 2019 at St. John’s Parish Hall  (9am-3pm)  

O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  10/31/2019  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $246,021.99      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $347,154.23  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($201,071.34)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($101,132.24)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $214,700.00 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $0.00  
  

Average 2019 Attendance per Week      235                    Current Balance as of   10/31/19         $114,842.59 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

St. Paul wrote to the Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver? 

 

Abel was. By faith, Abel gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight. Abraham was. By faith, 

Abraham prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also were David and 

Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By 

faith, Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell to be Israel’s 

God and they His people. 

 

What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of all those who gave not simply for the joy of giving but for the 

joy of knowing the One to whom they gave.  

 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything, yes, even His life, enduring the cross and scorning 

its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for 

the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty we might be rich be-

yond measure.  

 

So then, let us – like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus Christ – give cheerfully 

to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our heart – for the joy set before us – the 

joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives us all good things.  

 

  
        Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all who donated items, worked on, or 

attended the 2019 Dinner Auction! 

What a wonderful evening celebrating and supporting St. John Lutheran Church and School. Your support for our 

school allows us to make meaningful and long-lasting improvements in the quality education we offer. A big thank you 

goes out to Eleanor Clendenin and Shannon Kattenbraker who spearheaded numerous aspects of the auction for many 

years, and are “retiring” from the auction committee. Thank you also to the congregation members for believing in Lu-

theran education and supporting St. John School all year, but especially for attending, donating, and helping at the Din-

ner Auction. Another thank you goes out to the student workers for their hard work and service before, during, and after 

the Dinner Auction.  

 

We are blessed by your generosity. 

Thank you, God, for St. John Lutheran Church and School. 

 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

On Nov 3, the Sunday School will have their birthday opening.   Students and volunteers  with birthdays in November 

should bring the same number of coins as their age in years for the offering.  

Thanks! 

R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  M i l i t a r y  V e t e r a n s  

St. John would like to recognize the service of our military veterans before the worship services on Saturday 11/9 & 

Sunday 11/10.  Veterans will be asked to stand and be recognized by branch.  Those veterans who would like to wear 

their uniforms are encouraged to do so.  

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 
Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Nov 2 5:00 p.m. + Jordan Buskohl & Jenna Buskohl 

Sun Nov 3 7:45 a.m. + Noah Homan & Aden Runge 

   10:00 a.m.  + Brayden Juenger & Amelia Terry 

Sat Nov 9    5:00 p.m. Trey McCartney 

Sun Nov 10 7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

    10:00 a.m. Isaac Sims 

Sat Nov 16  5:00 p.m. Camryn Luthy 

Sun Nov 17 7:45 a.m. Cole Johnson 

     10:00 a.m. Nicholas Collins 

Sat Nov 23  5:00 p.m. Jaden West 

Sun Nov 24 7:45 a.m. Max Blechle 

    10:00 a.m. Alex Williamson 

Thanksgiving Nov 28 9:00 a.m. Amelia Terry 

Sat Nov 30  5:00 p.m. Avori Frazer 

Sun Dec 1   7:45 a.m. Kinsli McCartney 

     10:00 a.m. Lucas Thompson 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  Nov 2    5:00 p.m.  Doris Knoke 

Sun Nov 3    7:45 a.m.  Gennine Westerman

       10:00 a.m.  Carla Welge 

Sat Nov 9     5:00 p.m.  Carolyn Colvis 

Sun Nov 10  7:45 a.m.  Dorothy Rinne 

       10:00 a.m.  Mary Stallman 

Sat Nov 16   5:00 p.m.  Shirley Hartmann 

Sun Nov 17  7:45 a.m.  Mary Alice Welge 

       10:00 a.m.  Rebekah Hillerman 

Sat Nov 23   5:00 p.m.  Karen Miller 

Sun  Nov 24 7:45 a.m.  Mary Lee Gross 

       10:00 a.m.  Dolores Hillerman 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Nov  2/3 Dennis Mott 

Nov 9/10 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Nov 16/17 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Nov 23/24 Lisa Meade/ Gary Kelkhoff 

Thanksgiving Nov 28 Lisa Meade 

Nov 30/Dec 1 Larry  McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat  Nov 2    5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Nov 3   7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert     

       10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat Nov 9     5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Nov 10  7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat Nov 16   5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Nov 17  7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

       10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Nov 23   5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun  Nov 24 7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Thur Nov 28 9:00 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

Nov 2 &16 Dr. Allan & Louise Liefer, Ken & Virginia Rowold 

Nov 3 &17 Janet Bargman, Karen Hecht 

Nov 10 & 24 Richard & Brenda Pautler, Nancy Urquhart 

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Nov 3 Dallas Redeker / Lynn Rickenberg 

Nov 10 Amanda Middendorf / Bob Platt 

Nov 17 Mardell Granger / Tony Young 

Nov 24 Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman 

Nov 28 Chris Urquhart / Tony Young  

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Oct 28-Nov 2 Fred Fricke 

Nov 4– Nov 9 Brett Klindworth 

Nov 11– Nov 16 Mike Welge 

Nov 18– Nov 23 Steve Stallman 

Nov 25-Nov 30 Larry McDonough 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Nov 5 Mary Webster 

Nov 12 Richard Pautler 

Nov 19 Larry McDonough 

Nov 26 Wanda Dethrow 
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

And i_ came _o pas_, as th_y sti_l wen_ on, an_ talk_d, tha_, beho_d, the_e app_ared _ char_ot of _ire, a_d hor_es 

of _ire, a_d par_ed th_m bot_ asun_er; an_ Elij_h wen_ up by _ whir_wind _nto h_aven. _nd El_sha s_w it, a_d he 

c_ied, M_ fath_r, my f_ther, _he ch_riot _f Isr_el, an_ the h_rsem_n the_eof. A_d he s_w him _o mor_: and h_ took 

_old o_ his o_n clo_hes, a_d ren_ them _n two _iece_.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

I waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of a horrible 

pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in my 

mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. Psalm 40:1-3  

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

We are thankful this Thanksgiving season for all the donations we have received. One way you can 

show your thankfulness to God during this Thanksgiving season is with a donation to the New Facil-

ity Fund.  Many people share the dream of a new school for our children as evidenced by the grow-

ing of this account.  The latest total is $563,798.36.  Be a part of the future.  

 CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, November 10 at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  


