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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
May  Volume 2020 Issue  5 

 Living as Christ’s People in the Midst of the COVID-19 Struggle 
 

Our continuing struggle with COVID-19 and the news of the extended "shelter in place" in Illi-

nois has been disheartening.  We continue to pray for healing for those who are fighting this 

virus and that Christ’s resurrection will comfort the families of those who have died. Please, also 

pray for our medical workers, health officials, and all our government leaders.   

 

In the midst of this struggle, we also have plenty for which to rejoice.  In particular we give 

thanks to God for St. John's radio (and internet) broadcast.  This outreach ministry established 

long ago by the faithful people of St. John-Chester has given us the opportunity to be together 

in Word and Prayer on Sunday mornings and offer the same opportunity to people in our com-

munity. Through this blessing we continue to be reminded of Jesus’ death and resurrection, His 

forgiveness and eternal life.  

 

With the extension of "Shelter in Place" and the continued exclusion of churches as "essential," 

the leadership of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) and its Southern Illinois District 

(SID) are working with authorities to enable congregations the freedom to use creative, faithful, 

and responsible ways to provide Word and Sacrament.   

 

The pastors and congregational leaders of St. John are continually evaluating the situation.  We 

continue working toward this same goal of serving you with Word and Sacrament while also 

keeping your health and that of our neighbors in mind, and honoring and obeying the authori-

ties.  Please, continue to pray for us in this regard.   

 

If you are so moved to petition local and state authorities expressing your belief that the life 

and work of Christ's Church is essential, we encourage you to do so. See the back of the calen-

dar page for addresses. Please, do so in a manner that is unwavering, yet loving and respect-

ful.  Remember that you do so not merely as an American citizen, but as a representative of our 

Lord Jesus, His Church, and your congregation. 

 

We will keep you updated in the days ahead.  The Lord's peace be with you! 

 

Rev. Tim A. Sims  Rev. Justin Massey 

Senior Pastor   Associate Pastor 
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 Love and Respect, by Dr. Emerson Eggerichs (2004) 

Learning how to be a pastor comes in fits and starts as I seek counsel from my circuit brothers as well as learn 

from experience.  After I expressed a need to learn how to give pastoral advice concerning marriage issues, one of my 

circuit brothers, Pastor Sean Smith, let me borrow his book, Love & Respect by Dr. Emerson Eggerichs (Thomas Nelson, 

Nashville, 2004).  Dr. Eggerichs believes that God’s guidance in Ephesians 5:33 is really what is missing in many mar-

riages today: “let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.”  Depend-

ing on whether someone obeys or disregards this advice, he describes the difference between what he calls the Crazy and 

Energizing Cycles.  Between these two, he lists the essentials that women and men generally require: 

How to spell love to your wife: COUPLE 

Closeness- She wants you to be close 

Openness- She wants you to open up to her 

Understanding- Don’t try to “fix” her; just listen 

Peacemaking- She wants you to say, “I’m sorry” 

Loyalty- She needs to know you’re committed 

Esteem- She wants you to honor and cherish her 

How to spell respect to your husband: CHAIRS 

Conquest- Appreciate his desire to work and achieve 

Hierarchy- Appreciate his desire to protect and provide 

Authority- Appreciate his desire to serve and to lead 

Insight- Appreciate his desire to analyze and counsel 

Relationship- Appreciate his desire for shoulder-to-shoulder friendship 

Sexuality- Appreciate his desire for sexual intimacy 
 

Since Dr. Eggerichs is not Lutheran, he does not make the distinction between Law and Gospel, but he does re-

fer to how the mystery of marriage reflects Christ’s selfless love for the church and how God calls the church to respond 

with respect.  Dr. Eggerichs’ target audience is mature Christians, as he considers them good people, who understand 

their sinfulness and need for Christ’s forgiveness.  This is also how he can write about “unconditional respect” as the 

partner to “unconditional love.”  I relate this to how we teach the 100%/100% commitment of both spouses to the other 

instead of each thinking that giving 50/50 should be enough. 

 

Dr. Eggerichs also properly emphasizes each spouse’s duty toward the other especially when the other does not 

fulfill his or her part.  He references 1st Corinthians 13 and 1st Peter 3 to prove this is God’s will, which should help all 

those considering marriage to do so soberly.  One should realize that marriage may become a challenge and likewise an 

opportunity to reflect God’s faithfulness despite our inability and even rebellion against Him who gave His Son for us. 

 - Pastor Massey 

Toxic Charity, by Robert D. Lupton (2012) 
Robert Lupton explains that he has been involved with helping the financially challenged most of his life.  He 

felt good about it until he started noticing those he was helping were not benefiting in any long-term sense.  In his strug-

gle to focus more on those he aspired to aid, he tries to adhere to the following: 

 

The Oath for Compassionate Service (pg. 8-9) 

1. Never do for the poor what they have (or could have) the capacity to do for themselves. 

2. Limit one-way giving to emergency situations. 

3. Strive to empower the poor through employment, lending, investing, using grants sparingly to rein-

force achievements. 

4. Subordinate self-interests to the needs of those being served. 

5. Listen closely to those you seek to help, especially to what is not being said—unspoken feelings 

may contain essential clues to effective service. 

6. Above all, do no harm. 
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Lupton interprets Micah 6:8 as the balanced combination that leads to long-term improvement, “He has told you, 

O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God?”  Lupton writes, “Twinned together, these commands lead us to holistic involvement.  Divorced, they 

become deformed.  Mercy without justice degenerates into dependency and entitlement, preserving the power of the 

giver over the recipient.  Justice without mercy is cold and impersonal, more concerned with rights than relation-

ships.” (41)  With reflection upon his own experience, Lupton found that “In a strange twist of divine irony, those who 

would extend mercy discover that they themselves are in need of mercy.  Out of our own need, we are readied for service 

that is both humble and wise.” (42) 

As Lupton traveled to various churches and organizations to talk about Toxic Charity, he came to one where the 

truth of what the church wanted came out.  The members there were concerned about those financially challenged who 

stood in long lines for food daily.  Lupton was frustrated that the members were not concerned about the dependency, 

and even sense of entitlement, that comes with giving away free food.  One of the members shouted that it was easier 

and less messy than having to deal with personal relationships. (57)  Lupton was eager to meet with their church leader-

ship to talk about changes, but after months, no one called.  Jesus said “you always have the poor with you, but you will 

not always have me.” (Mt 26:11)  He also said, “blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” (Lk 

6:20) 

Lupton identifies trust as fundamental to relationships.  However, he has experienced giver-recipient relation-

ships that do not foster trust, but instead resentment.  He saw how those receiving charity or food were not insiders, but 

outsiders. (62)  Later, when Lupton describes microloans, he determines that one of the key elements missing in US cul-

ture is reliable family and collective support.  Lupton identifies new immigrants from developing countries as those who 

bring a collective culture with them for survival. (121) 

 Lupton’s fourth point of his oath (above) applies here.  Do those being served need or desire to be an “insider?”  

Are they looking for an opportunity to work, serve others, or better themselves?  The importance of our Christian faith, 

which unites across cultures and continents, transcends one’s financial condition.  It is only by Jesus do we see both jus-

tice and charity exemplified: something for which we all live in constant dependency.  

 

 - Pastor Massey 

Missing Members: Would YOU be willing to seek them out? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be estab-

lished within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who are our 

known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

September 2019-2020    January 2020-January 2021   March 2020-March 2021 

Michael Downey Jr    David Vieregge    John Knop 

Gianna Gearhart         Dawn Kueker 

Julie Ann Slack        Brent Anthony Lee 

Ashley Wegener        Rachel (Ranta) Marshall 

Mike Zhang        Kristel Rinne 

        Lawrence Shane Rock 

        Angie (Young) Smucker 

November 2019-November 2020       Angela Valleroy 

Hunter Downey       Amber Verslle 

Krista Downey        Robert Walker 

Debra Ebers        Leanna Weaver 

Michelle Fortman        Miranda Weinken 

Chelsie Miller        Rayna Williams 

Ben Russell   

Crystal Weaver & Austin        May 2020-2021 

Debra Welge        Lindsay Hammel 
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O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  4/27/2020  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $801,350.84      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $831,949.16  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($657,946.92)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($30,598.32)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $583,732.99 

       Current Balance as of   1/27/2020       $30,000.00  
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week    246                       LOC Renewal Fee                                      $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

L W M L  F u n d r a i s e r s  

Due to COVID-19 the LWML has decided not to have the spring flower sale and rummage sale. Information about a fall 

rummage sale will be posted in the newsletter and bulletin as it becomes available. Thank you for your support of these 

fundraisers in the past. 
 

H e l l o !  

This is Charlie Bargman , May I invite you to join me in sharing a portion or perhaps all of your $1200 Federal Stimulus 

check to pay off the Debt at St. John Lutheran Church? We can help pay down the Debt with FREE money!  

 Respectfully, Charlie Bargman, Chairman, Board of Elders 

 
Praying and Planning for 2020 Vacation Bible School! 

 

St. John Lutheran “Splash Canyon” Vacation Bible School is set for 
July 8, 9 and 10.  As we all ride the waves of the current health con-
cerns, we hope the restrictions will allow this event to be held.  All 
children ages 3 through completion of grade 6 are welcome.  The stu-
dents will plunge in with evening activities including music, Bible Sto-
ries, crafts, games, cooking and snacks.  The message “Discover 
God’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride” is so meaningful as we all ad-
just to this medical challenge.  Please mark the dates and pray for 
the opportunity for this youth event. 
Volunteers will be needed, please contact the church office 826-3545 
if you can assist.  Stay safe!  

 

V o l -

u n t e e r s  f o r  M a y  

C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  
 

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

May 3 Mardell Granger / Tony Young 

May 10 Chris Urquhart / Bob Platt 

May 17 & 21 Chris Colvis / Charlie Bargman 

May 24 Mike Welge / Dave Verseman 

May 31 Tim Lochhead / Tony Young 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

April 27– May 2 Mike Welge 

May 4-9 Fred Fricke 

May 11-16 Brett Klindworth 

May 18-23 Larry McDonough 

May 25– 30 Mike Welge 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 
 Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do 

just as I have done to you.  ” ) John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of course. 

Praise God – that job’s already done! 

 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of generous 

giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, 

(let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 

 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive 

to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He 

gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus 

did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of 

the world. 

 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in pro-

portion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability – 

and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that 

God provides us to honor the Lord. 

 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our 

works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheer-

fully because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 

9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as 

our Savior has given for us. 

 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor. 

Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our 

neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what 

it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 

 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His 

gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s 

gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the 

Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His peo-

ple. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 

 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Bap-

tism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and 

needy. 

 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate 

ourselves to following Him in generosity. 

 
        Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

 

An_ th_ Wo_d w_s m_de _le_h, a_d d_el_ am_ng _s, (a_d w_ be_el_ hi_ gl_ry, _he _lo_y a_ of _he _nl_ 

be_ot_en _f t_e F_th_r,) f_ll _f g_ac_ an_ tr_th.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    
 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 

word of truth. II Timothy 2:15  

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

The current total in the New Facility Fund is up to $577,168.36.  The money is earning interest and with 

the support of families who want to see this become a reality, it will continue to grow.  Be a part of the 

future and invest a little each month, each pay day, or every week. Honor a graduate, your mom, a de-

ceased loved one, or that special child who you want to see attend school in a new building.  Show your appreciation to a 

teacher or for the education you received at St. John's with a gift.  If everyone pledges a few dollars on a routine basis, 

progress will continue.   

CAPPERS will not meet in May. 

C a p p e r s  



State of Illinois and Federal Representatives and Senators 

Please remember as you write that you are not only an American citizen, but also a baptized repre-

sentative of our Lord Jesus, His Church, and your congregation. 

Illinois Governor JB Pritzker 

Office of the Governor 

207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Office of the Governor 

James R. Thompson Center 

100 W. Randolph, 16-100 

Chicago, IL 60601 

Illinois Senate, 58th District: 

Senator Paul Schimpf 

1032 W. Industrial Park Rd. 

Murphysboro, IL 62966 

 

Springfield Office: 

105 D State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

 

Illinois Congress, 116th District 

Representative Dan Reitz 

200-9s Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

District Office: 

128 A West Main 

Sparta, IL 62286 

United States President Trump 

 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

 

US Senator Dick Durbin 

711 Hart Senate Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Carbondale Office: 

250 W. Cherry Street 

Suite 115-D 

Carbondale, IL 62901 

 

 

US Senator Tammy Duckworth 

524 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Carbondale Office: 

441 East Willow Street 

Carbondale, IL 62901 

 

 

IL 12th Congressional District  

Representative Mike Bost 

1440 Longworth House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Carbondale Office: 

300 East Main Street 

Hunter Building-Suite 4 

Carbondale, IL 62901 


