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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
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Christmas thoughts on Latin America 

Celebrating Christmas in the Dominican Republic is somewhat different than in the U.S.  Those Ex-patriots 

who have gone to retire in high style due to the great exchange rate in poorer regions may continue to celebrate some-

what closely as they have in their native land.  However, missionaries learn as much as one can about one’s adopted 

culture and language so that one can join with those for whom the missionary seeks to evangelize.  Many of the 

Christmas songs are easy to learn even if one knows little Spanish.  Some of the words are the same exactly.  For in-

stance, the Spanish word “pastor” means a guide for sheep as well as parishioners or laypeople.  The only difference is 

that the accent is on the last syllable because it does not end with n, s, or a vowel.  Many of the older Christmas songs 

are direct translations from The Lutheran Hymnal, so it reinforces the lyrics that so many already know.  As we con-

tinue to celebrate this season and move into Epiphany, we remember the many Lutheran Christians of Latin America 

that have missionaries teaching and training pastors and deaconesses: Erin MacKenzie, Pr. James & Crystal Neuen-

dorf, Pr. Ted Krey, and Pr. Joel Fritsche.  We pray they may continue to witness to Christ who became flesh for us so 

that by His sacrifice on the cross, He atoned for our sins and we receive His righteousness. 

Regarding our own 2020 mission trip: due to a member voicing concerns about meal times, Pastor Hoem 

agreed that a 1 PM meeting instead of noon may be better for all involved.  Thus, the meeting and discussion planned 

for Sunday, the 12th of January, will now be at 1pm.  A proposed agenda follows: 

Where and When: due to the interconnected nature of who would be going based on (1) what opportunities they 

would like to pursue and (2) when they are available these two will be discussed with details presented on a white 

board grid.  A unanimous vote is preferred, but a simple majority may be feasible to help decide where we will go 

as a single group in spring 2020. 

1. Timeframe: although March through June was our initial opening, the mission teams prefer to have us 

visit after Easter, April 12th.  They also recommended coming in earlier May rather than later May or 

June. 

2. Where: shall we support Jamaica or the Dominican Republic (DR)?  Review old and new details about 

the opportunities involved for everyone at each location. 

Pre-Mission Trip meetings/training: 

1. We should plan to meet (require) at least three times (possibly up to 5 for flexible dates) between January 

and April to help everyone focus through Bible and Cultural studies to gain some background understand-

ing of the people and culture with and for whom we will be working. 

2. Purpose: short and long term impacts 

3. Introduction to international travel for a few 

4. Passport & Visa check 

5. Safety measures and awareness. 
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Opportunities in the DR include school support, flyer distribution, classroom repairs and organization, and 

teacher appreciation.  When I left in 2016, there was one Lutheran school in Palmar Arriba and a pre-school day-care in 

Licey.  I had the opportunity to help teach Spanish to third graders during their religion class at the grade school in Pal-

mar Arriba.  There were short-term medical or teaching teams visiting between November 2013 and May 2016.  There is 

a newly built school & church in Licey as of 2018, which I only aided in some construction before I left to finish semi-

nary. 

Missionary Erin MacKenzie has some new details concerning mission opportunities in Jamaica.  She replied 

with her e-mail message below on Wednesday, December 11th. 

I just met with the Alliance missionary pastor and director of Lutheran Hour Ministries in Jamaica yes-

terday and have an increasingly clear picture of the field’s needs.  The hybrid team I mentioned would include 

construction (installing base boards, simple electrical, painting, floor tile, and possibly roofing) and pre-school 

outreach (preparing a healthy lunch, Lutheran doctrine training for teachers, planning activities like puppet 

shows and songs so teachers can have a break/prep time).  Other needs in Jamaica include [1] skilled construc-

tion teams and [2] a team that wants to focus 100% on school outreach in conjunction with Lutheran Hour Min-

istries: planning & leading 30-45 minute Bible story lessons for 6-8 schools in Kingston and outside the city. 

As Christians all over the world celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and His epiphany at the visit of the 

wise men, may God continue to bless our preparations to serve our fellow Christians in Latin America, whether that be 

in Jamaica or the DR.    -Pastor Massey 

 

Looking for Members… 

Please help us find our members.  We miss having them with us in worship.  We would like to contact them to 

ask how they are doing.  We also would like to know if they are attending an LCMS congregation so that we can transfer 

their records and membership. 

Missing Members, changed address(?) 

Hunter Downey 8, son of Derrick & Christina, last at 1831 State St Apt B 

Krista Downey, no known address 

Debra Ebers, last at PO Box 4, Chester 

Michelle Fortman, last at 1317 Oak St, Chester 

Michelle & Abigail Pierce, last at 627 Solomon 

Ben Russell, no longer at 951 3rd Street, Chester, now in St. Louis? 

Crystal Weaver & Austin (son?), last at 319 W. Holmes, or  317 E. Buena Vista St., Apt C, Chester  

Debra Welge, no known address 

 

Members to remove, self-exclusion, no response to Oct. 2018 letter 

Roscoe Handsbury   Henrietta Handel    Lindsay Williams 
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Members to remove, self-exclusion, no contact 

Michael Downey Jr.   Gianna Gearhart   Chelsie Miller    

Harold Rowold    Julie Ann (Slack, now Burkman) Danny Weaver 

Ashley Wegener   David Vierregge   Mike Zhang 

Members not voted upon in November 2019, requested removal 

Gerald Baughman   Cindy Beam   Patsy Brown  

Jimmy Chandler   Kenny Ray Homan  Darlene Knowles 

Lori McDonald (Wingerter)  Bob & Debra Middendorf Margie Mifflin   

Joretta Mehrer    Ceirra Rains   Jacob Rock 

Karolyn Schmidt, Alycia  Taylor Search   Amanda Smith (now Wilderman) 

Steven Springer    Cheryl & Jason Stallman Johnny & Christina Watkins 

Betty Wingerter 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Epiphany Celebrations 

 

Saturday, January 4 at 5:00p.m.  

and 

Sunday, January 5 at 7:45a.m. & 10:00a.m.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

L u t h e r a n  B r a i l l e  W o r k e r s   

Still looking for a way to help those less fortunate with your Christmas giving? Consider a gift to the Lutheran Braille 

Workers. There are almost 250 million people in the world who are moderately to severely visually impaired and 95% of 

this population is unchurched. The national headquarters located in Yucaipa, CA, is in the process of purchasing a new 

plate embossing device which is a critical machine necessary to make the plates used by all the Braille centers in the 

country including our own. After a large LWML national grant, they still need to raise $260,000 for the device, supplies, 

staffing, and training. If you are interested in helping with this cause, you can drop your donation by the office or drop it 

in the collection bag in an envelope marked “Lutheran Braille Workers”. Checks should be made out in the same name. 

This gift is a great service to many people who live in both physical and spiritual darkness.   –Touching and being 

touched by the Word of God 
 

L W M L  C o o k i e  S a l e  

A big THANK YOU to everyone that helped make the LWML cookie sale a big success. Whether you baked, donated, 

worked, or purchased, we appreciate you all! Together we raised over $3,000 to help with church repairs.  
 

Q u i l t  T a c k i n g  

LWML will start tacking quilts starting January 7 from 8:00 a.m—2:00 p.m. We invite the ladies of 

the congregation to join us in this project. These quilts go to missions over seas. If you’ve never 

done this, it’s easy, we’ll teach you. It’s a good time of fellowship. Lunch will be provided.  
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

Our God is a God who works through means. He can and has worked immediately without agency, as the Bible testi-

fies, but primarily, on the whole and for the most part, our God works through means. He does this not only for all of 

our earthly needs but also for all of our spiritual needs. And He does this for our benefit.  

 

He provides for all our needs of this body and life through means. He gives us fathers and mothers to care for us when 

we are young. Through them, God provides house and home, food and clothing, education and training in the arts and 

work of this world.  

 

He gives us good government to protect us from harm and danger; He gives us faithful neighbors and good friends to 

help in times of need and lack. He gives us employers who trade our work for income so that we may acquire the 

needs of the body. He gives us brains and brawn so that we will have something to trade with those employers for that 

needed income. This work, which we are able to do only because of what God has provided to us, redounds to the 

benefit of others. And so, the cycle of God giving through means continues. 

 

He provides for all our needs of our souls. He sent His Son into the flesh to be our Savior. In that body, our Lord Jesus 

Christ lived the life that God demands of us all – a life we have failed to live because of our sins – and, in that body, 

He made payment for those sins on the cross, once and for all.  

 

God delivers this forgiveness through the means of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors to proclaim, in His 

stead and by His command, that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Through these same pastors, God Himself 

claims us as His own in Holy Baptism, placing His own name on us in water and Word, igniting faith by the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. And He gives us His life-giving body and blood to nourish us in this same faith until the end. Our God is 

a God who works through means. 

 

This is true also of stewardship. This is what St. Paul wrote in Philippians: 

 

“I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a 

fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will supply every need of yours according 

to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19).  

 

The gift St. Paul received from the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 

They gave to God. God provided for St. Paul through the Philippians. And the God who loves both Paul and the Phi-

lippians will supply their every need according to the riches in Christ Jesus. Our God is a God who works through 

means. 

 

“For all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],” St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20. This is true also of you. 

Trust in the God who provides for all that we need in body and soul through means. And not only will you find His 

“yes” to you, but others will find it, too, through you. “But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowl-

edge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7). 

  
        Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  12/26/19  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $399,953.79      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $438,562.39  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($315,757.40)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($38,608.60)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $321,742.99 

       Current Balance as of   12/26/19         $110,199.52  
 

Average 2019 Attendance per Week       237                     LOC Renewal Fee                                      $90.00  

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Wed Jan 1 10:00 a.m.  Reed Creason 

Sat Jan 4 5:00 p.m. + Reagyn Baker & Jasmine Meideth 

Sun Jan 5 7:45 a.m. +  Max Blechle & Aden Runge 

     10:00 a.m.  +  Morgan Miers & Aubery Miers 

Sat Jan 11    5:00 p.m.  Trey McCartney 

Sun Jan 12   7:45 a.m.  Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m.  Nicholas Coffey 

Sat Jan 18    5:00 p.m.  Jenna Buskohl 

Sun Jan 19   7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

     10:00 a.m.  Landon Welge 

Sat Jan 25 5:00 p.m.     Camryn Luthy 

Sun Jan 26 7:45 a.m.     Cole Johnson 

     10:00 a.m.   Trentin Eggemeyer 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  Jan 4   5:00 p.m.  Vicki Search  

Sun Jan 5   7:45 a.m.  Edna Neislein       

     0:00 a.m.  Marilyn Runge 

Sat Jan 11  5:00 p.m.  Marian Knop 

Sun Jan 12 7:45 a.m.  Linda Sympson 

   10:00 a.m.  June James 

Sat Jan 18  5:00 p.m.  Ruby Schirmer 

Sun Jan 19 7:45 a.m.  Myra Biggs 

   10:00 a.m.  Diane Kelkhoff 

Sat Jan 25  5:00 p.m.  Amber Cushman 

Sun  Jan 26 7:45 a.m.  Anne Ebers 

    10:00 a.m.  Ardell Kruse 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Jan 1         Dennis Mott 

Jan 4/5    Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Jan 11/12  Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Jan 18/19  Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

Jan 25/26  Larry McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Wed Jan 1 10:00 a.m. Gary Duensing 

Sat  Jan 4   5:00 p.m.  Volunteer  

Sun Jan 5   7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert            

   10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat Jan 11  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Jan 12 7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

   10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat Jan 18  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Jan 19 7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

   10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Jan 25  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun  Jan 26 7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

    10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

Jan 4 & 18 Tammy Crawford 

Jan 5 & 19 Myra Biggs, Lori Holcomb 

Jan 12 & 26 Sandy Colvis, Carolyn Colvis, Steve & Donna Young  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Jan 1  Mardell Granger  / Tony Young  

Jan 5  Chris Colvis 

Jan 12 Tim Lochhead 

Jan 19 Dallas Redeker 

Jan 26 Amanda Middendorf 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Dec 30-Jan 4 Larry McDonough 

Jan 6-11 Fred Fricke 

Jan 13-18 Brett Klindworth 

Jan 20-25 Larry McDonough 

Jan 27– Feb 1 Steve Stallman 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

Jan 7 Bev Baker 

Jan 14 Deb Caraway 

Jan 21 Reule Smith 

Jan 28 Deb Uchtman 
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

Th_ de_ir_ of _he _lo_hf_l k_ll_th _im; _or _is _an_s r_fu_e t_ la_or. _e c_ve_et_ gr_ed_ly _ll 

_he _ay _on_: bu_ th_ ri_ht_ou_ gi_et_ an_ sp_re_h n_t.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

There were present at that season some that told him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled 

with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners 

above all the Galileans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall 

all likewise perish. Luke 13:1-3 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

Were you given some money for Christmas because the giver didn't know what to buy? Want to honor a special 

someone at the start of the New Year? Consider a donation to the New Facility Fund. The current 

total is $576,598.36. Before any new construction takes place, contributions need to come from all 

ages of our members. Set aside a certain amount each month or from each paycheck. Plan to honor 

your child when he brings home good grades or makes all his free throws. Show your appreciation of 

a certain teacher with a gift to the New Facility Fund.   

 CAPPERS will  not meet in January. 

C a p p e r s  



Bible puzzles 


