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The Church’s Faithful Witness:  

Prayers, Not Protests 
Protest 
We live in a time of protest.  It’s a trend that’s all the rage.  Various groups gather to protest this thing or 

that.  Sometimes these protests remain peaceful.  Often the frustration and anger of the group steps over 

a boundary of civility and turns violent, or even deadly.   

 

When this happens does it usually help or hurt the cause they had gathered to promote?   

 

Even if we sympathize with the original cause or news commentators spin their reporting to minimize the 

damage done, the story is no longer about the cause. It’s about the inappropriate behavior of the 

“protestors.”  The message is significantly tainted and no level-headed person with any courage or con-

viction has their hearts or minds changed in a positive direction by such tactics.  At best, concern about 

tactics overcomes sympathy for the cause.  At worst, people see those backing the cause as nothing more 

than a group of angry, vengeful anarchists and they shut their ears to the message altogether.  

 

I think that’s why I have never attended an anti-abortion/pro-life protest at an abortion clinic.  It’s not 

that as a pastor, a Christian, or as a human being I support abortion.  There is no question: Abortion is 

murder.  Even the pro-abortion advocates have had to admit in recent years, with the help of ultrasound 

technology, that abortion ends a human life.  As the Bible would define it, abortion is the “unlawful kill-

ing” of another (God’s definition of murder, not the state’s). Therefore, we Christians should stand against 

it.   

 

We should detest it for the physical damage it does to the baby, and the emotional and spiritual damage 

it inflicts on mothers, fathers, entire families, and the abortion providers themselves.  Yet, individual Chris-

tians and the Church should not be fueled by hate or rage toward individuals choosing abortion.  Our 

motivation should be the compassion and mercy of Jesus Christ.  Our goal should not be vengeance 

against mothers who have either willingly, or by deception, headed into such a devastating decision. Nor 

should we desire vengeance against those who have been the willing perpetrators of such violence 

against the unborn: Planned Parenthood and other such providers of so-called “women’s reproductive 

health.”   

 

Often protesting abortion gives opportunity for the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh to direct us 

away from our original, sanctified motivation.  We let our sadness over abortion get the best of us and 

what begins with good intentions veers off into an unsanctified display of religious anger, all in the name 

of Jesus, of course.  It turns into an ugly and poor witness to who the real Jesus is, what He truly desires 

for sinners, and who we are as His Church.   

 

   Is there a better way?             Continues on page 2  
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Prayer 
 

There is a pattern we see established by Jesus and continued in disciples. Jesus never allows for evil things 

to be acceptable. In the face of sin and evil Jesus responds with compassion.  He warns of sin and its eter-

nal ramifications.  He preaches repentance, forgiveness, new and eternal life in Him. He also warns of ha-

tred and prays for enemies, sinners, the deceived, and teaches His disciples to do the same.  “You have 

heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, Love your ene-

mies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 

heaven.” (Matthew 5:43-45; see also Romans 12:9-21) 

 

We know Jesus’ words from the cross well, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 

23:34)  In the very moment of His greatest pain and suffering, Jesus desires mercy and prays for their bene-

fit. We see this emulated in Stephen when he becomes the first martyr of the Church in the Book of Acts, 

“And as they were stoning Stephen, ...falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” (Acts 7:59-60) 

 

Likewise, the New Testament instructs us to pray for those who have rejected Christ and/or have embraced 

sin. Paul urges Timothy that, “prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings 

and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 

way.   This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  who desires all people to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4)   

 

This pattern continues well into the early centuries of the Church.  Isaac the Syrian writes the following in a 

sermon recorded in the AD 600’s… 

 

“Do not foster hatred for the sinner, for we are all guilty... Hate his sins,  

and pray for him, so that you may be made like unto Christ,  

who had no dislike for sinners, but prayed for them.”  (Homily 57) 

 

What a beautiful reminder.  

 

How does this pertain to the Church’s witness to the world in response to abortion?  

 

SID-Advocates for LIFE Prayer Vigil   

 

The pattern of mercy and prayer first put into 

place by Christ, emulated throughout the New 

Testament, and continued in the early Church is 

alive and well.  I witnessed it first hand on Satur-

day March 20 at the Planned Parenthood of Fair-

view Heights, Illinois.  A group estimated at 150 

brothers and sisters in Christ, lead by several Lu-

theran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) pastors 

engaged in fervent prayer.   

“Why are we here?”, asked Monica Shannon, SID-LIFE Coordinator before the vigil began.  In the midst of 

the darkness of abortion we had gathered to “shine the light of Christ in prayer...to advocate for life and 

serve our neighbor.” In words that echoed those of Isaac the Syrian she reminded us all that we gathered 

as sinners who ourselves need the mercy of Christ and desire that others have this saving grace as well.  
 

                                                                                                                                   Continues on page 3 
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 Pastors Jeff Hemmer, Bruce Keseman, and Kirk Clayton lead us all in prayers.  Not a single hateful word 

was spoken.  No message of vengeance against Planned Parenthood or any of their “patients.”  Instead, 

there were songs and prayers that clearly focused on God’s gift of life and His desire for forgiveness and 

mercy for all in His  Son Jesus Christ.   

 

 

In Jesus Christ there is forgiveness and new life for those who have made such a devastating mistake as 

abortion.  His mercy knows no boundaries.  In the words of Pastor Hemmer, “Jesus Christ loves and died 

not only for all of us here, but for everyone on the other side of this fence,” motioning toward the Planned 

Parenthood facility and those entering.      

 

This event is a trend that stands against rage.  LCMS Christians, and others who have joined with us, are 

setting a more Biblical, Christ-focused trend: Prayers, not protests.   

 

May the Lord of Life continue to move us in this trend for the sake of the unborn, their mothers and fa-

thers, and all who are impacted by the deception of abortion, that we may all rejoice in the saving light and 

life of Christ.    

 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 

Pastor Tim A. Sims 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Important Worship Update! 
New Spacing and Capacity Protocols to begin weekend of March 27

th
-28

th
!  As we have re-

opened for worship at St. John we have had one goal: Faithfulness without carelessness. Taking 

into consideration new information regarding spacing, and having discussed the matter with 

medical professionals and leaders of our congregation, the Board of Elders has approved the fol-

lowing changes in our worship spacing and capacity: 

 Instead of offering 1 of every 3 pews for worship seating, we are increasing this to offer 1 of 

every 2 pews for worship.  This frees-up 7 additional pews (this number includes the bal-

cony).  We are also increasing the attendance cap from 65 to 85.   

 The reservation system will remain in place for most, but not all services.  
 

Some things to consider if you are concerned about these changes.  

 1.) The pew spacing will still be 6 feet. 

 2.) While we are opening up 7 additional pews, we are only increasing the total attendance 

cap by 20 people.  This is equal to less than 3 people per additional pew. 

 3.) With the increased total of 85 attendees we are still at less than 25% of our building ca-

pacity. 

 4.) We encourage people to keep their masks on during the service, if they desire. 

 5.) We are keeping the current schedule for Holy Week and Easter intact.  Many families 

have already made plans according to the current schedule.  Considering we are only one 

week away, we believe it would be best not to change it this close to these holy days.  That 

said, if you would like to rearrange your reservation to a different service, you certainly may 

do so up to the point it fills under the new cap number.     
 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact the church office.  
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TIME FOR KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 

 
Kindergarten screening for the children planning to attend St. John Lutheran School 
for the 2021-2022 school year will be held on Tuesday, April 13, from 3:00 – 7:30 
p.m. Please call the school office at 826-4345 to make an appointment.  Children 
planning on attending Kindergarten should reach the age of five on or before Sep-
tember 1, 2021. 

 
The Kindergarten program at St. John Lutheran School strives to educate the whole 
child.  To enhance cognitive growth, our program includes math readiness, graph-
ing, charting, phonics, and reading readiness activities, songs, finger-plays, body 
movement songs, as well as fine motor growth which includes cutting, painting, writ-
ing, gluing, printing, and drawing.  To foster emotional growth and character devel-
opment, we teach about Jesus and the love He holds for His children.  Our curricu-
lum and schedule is built from the foundation of Jesus’ love for young children. 
 
St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origins and does not 
discriminate on the same basis. 

Plans for Vacation Bible School are Underway!  
Tell your friends!  Bring your grandkids!  Invite your neighbors!  Include your teammates even if you have no 

idea what church, if any, they belong to!  Discovery on Adventure Island invites everyone to explore the ways 

God’s great light shines in the world, and shows them how they can reflect that light in their own lives. 

 

Be a part of this fun-filled and uplifting event for our congregation and our community.  VBS will be held the 

evenings of July 7, 8, and 9, with closing worship and luncheon on July 10.  Volunteers are needed to paint 

scenery, lead games, prepare related snacks, sing fun songs, create art projects, do science experiments, and 

teach the 45 minute lesson.  Familiar Bible stories are shared and all teaching ideas are provided. 
 

Call Jill Arbeiter at 615-5166 or Kelly at the church office if you are interested in being a part of this summer-

time adventure. 



 5 

S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. His atoning sacrifice is the first fruits of all the dead, a pleas-

ing aroma to His Father, so that His perfect life and death count for all who believe in Him. He claimed us as His own 

children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and Blood. 

 

As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which He makes 

known to us in His Word. By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He does not lie and 

always keeps His promises. For “without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 

 

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your 

barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we honor the Lord 

with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving generously to those whom the Lord has called us to 

love and support your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that, in so doing, you will never lack. 

  

A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in 

the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has will more be 

given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  

 

And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful 

in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the 

unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, 

who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  

 

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 

  

We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – 

the guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God does re-

ward temporal faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace 

and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Tes-

tament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against this that we think it a virtue to be stingy 

with our offerings. 

  

But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and gener-

ously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you a blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 

  

And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your 

giving with more receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 

all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 
 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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2021 Holy Week & Easter Schedule 
 

  Holy Week Monday—12:00-12:25pm  No reservation necessary. 

  Holy Week Tuesday—12:00-12:25pm  No reservation necessary. 

  Holy Week Wednesday—12:00-12:25pm  No reservation necessary. 

     Maundy Thursday—12:00pm Divine Service with Holy Communion,    

                                                       No reservation necessary.    

                                       7:00pm Divine Service with Holy Communion,    

                                                    Please, reserve your spot. 
 

     Good Friday—12:00pm Tenebrae, No reservation necessary.    

                               7:00pm  Tenebrae  Please, reserve your spot. 

     Saturday—No Service!                               

     Easter Sunday—6:30am  Sunrise Service with Holy Communion  

                                               No reservation necessary.    

                                 8:30am  Divine Service with Holy Communion    Please, reserve your spot.  

                                 10:00am  Divine Service with Holy Communion  Please, reserve your spot.                                      

              11:30am  Divine Service with Holy Communion   

       Please, reserve your spot. 

Spring Registration 
 
 On Wednesday, April 28

th
, St. John Lutheran School will have their Spring registration for 

the 2021-2022 school year.  Registration packets will be sent home with students on Monday, April 
26

th
. Parents of all students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 may register their children at this 

time.  Registration will be held in the parish hall from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. 
 
 At the time of registration, parents are asked to pay the registration fees per child and, if 
possible, one month’s tuition. 
 
 St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privi-
leges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and scholarships, athletic and other 
school-administered programs. 
 
 For further information, please call the school office at 826-4345. 
 



 7 

Monthly board and organization updates 
Elders 

If anyone would like/need to have Confession and Communion privately or in their homes because of Covid or other 

reasons, please call the church office and let Pastor Sims or Pastor Massey know. They are happy to do so. 

If your family is interested in ushering a service, please let one of the Elders or Pastors know. We can get you more info 

and training with an experienced ushering team, children should be confirmed.  

 

An 11:30 am Easter service has been added as the 8:30 and 10:00 am services were full. At this point there are still 

many openings for the 6:30 am sunrise service if you would like to attend this one.  

 

Regarding the regular weekend schedule: At this point, please continue to call in your reservations for the 5pm Saturday 

evening and the 10a Sunday morning services, no reservations are necessary for the 7:45 Sunday service. 
 

Trustees 

Wall demolition and construction is scheduled to Start Jun 1. G.R.E. (Gary Eggemeyer) will construct the wall.  

 

Authorization has been signed with Honeywell for two 8 hour maintenance visits for one year of the School’s boiler at a 

cost of $2,753. Parts if required are not included. 

 

Paul Stallman and Sheila Uchtmann continue investigating for Payment Protection Plan (PPE) eligibility. 

 

Insurance coverage comparison was made between Guide  One and Church Mutual. Guide One offered greater discount 

and kept deductible at $2,500 versus Church Mutual of $5,000. 

 

Don Lohman’s mowing bid for the cemetery was accepted.  

 

LWML 

The LWML is planning to have a flower sale April 30. More details to follow in the weekly bulletins. 

 

The LWML will not have a rummage sale at the end of May. 

 

Stewardship 

The Board of Stewardship is planning a new member reception for June 13.  Since it has been 5 years since we last 

hosted this event, we will be having another celebration later in the summer.  Those who joined the St. John family 

through baptism, transfer, reinstatement, or confirmation will be officially invited.  The entire congregation is invited to 

help them feel welcomed.  Stay tuned for further details. 

 

If you have a Baptism Buddy, you don’t have to wait until his or her Baptism Birthday to connect.  Some report of 

sending small gifts at Christmas, cards at Valentine’s Day, their earthly birthdays, Easter, Thanksgiving, and more.   
  
Cemetery 

January Internments:  Delores Brupbacher Maue  

February Internments:  Anna Decker 

 

The Cemetery Committee met with Kelly on February 12 to prepare for Illinois State inspection of St. John Cemetery 

and records and to review other ongoing issues including - requests from members, 2021 fees (posted in the Church 

Office), and the pending survey of the cemetery.   

  

On February 18, a few members of the Cemetery Committee met with the state inspector. (This was the first state in-

spection of our cemetery and records.  Many cemeteries in our area were also inspected during his visit to Randolph 

County.)  With the exception of a required document that needed to be collected from funeral homes for all full burials 

from 2012 to the present, St. John Cemetery met the Illinois requirements and passed the inspection.  Since then, the 

required documents have been obtained and added to the permanent cemetery files in the Church Office. 

  

Reminder, all ground flowers and decorations that impede grass mowing were to be removed by March 1.   Mowing 

will begin soon!   
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Thur April 1 7:00 p.m.  Cole Johnson & Jadyn West 

Fri  April 2 7:00 p.m.  Trevin Eggemeyer & Caleb Coffey 

 Sat April 3 5:00 p.m.  No Service 

Sun April 4 6:30 a.m. +  Brayden Juenger 

Sun April 4 8:30 a.m. + Max Blechle & Cole Johnson  

     10:00 a.m.  + Nick Collins & Alex Williamson 

Sat April 10 5:00 p.m.  Alex Maes 

Sun April 11 7:45 a.m. Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m. Trevin Eggemeyer  

Sat April 17 5:00 p.m.  Clayton Kothe 

Sun April 18 7:45 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

     10:00 a.m.  Caleb Coffey 

Sat April 24 5:00 p.m.  Avori Frazer 

Sun April 25 7:45 a.m. Preston Abell   

     10:00 a.m.  Bryden Junger 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat April 3      5:00 p.m.     No Service 

Sun April 4    6:30 a.m.      Collette Powley 

                       8:30 a.m.      Mary Lee Gross 

        10:00 a.m.     Myrna Campbell 

Sat April 10    5:00 p.m.     

Sun April11    7:45 a.m.    Sandy Colvis 

        10:00 a.m.    Norma Vieregge 

Sat April 17    5:00 p.m.    Deb Caraway  

Sun April 18    7:45 a.m.   Dorothy Gerberding 

         10:00 a.m.    Susan McClure 

Sat April 24     5:00 p.m.    Tammy Crawford 

Sun April 25    7:45 a.m.    Darlene Gentsch 

         10:00 a.m.    Nancy Urquhart 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Maundy Thursday April 1  Ron Cushman 

Good Friday   April 2 Chris Urquhart 

Easter April 4  Gary Kelkhoff    

April 10/11 Larry McDonough 

April 17/18 Dennis Mott 

April 24/25 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Thur April 1   7:00 p.m.  Ron Rathert 

Fri April 2      7:00 p.m.   Don Stallman 

Sat April 3      5:00 p.m.  No Service 

Sun April 4    6:30 a.m.   Rick Casten 

                       8:30 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat April 10    5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun April11    7:45 a.m.   Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m.   Rick Casten 

Sat April 17    5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy  

Sun April 18    7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

         10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat April 24     5:00 p.m.  Tim Hardy 

Sun April 25    7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

         10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

  

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

April 1 Bob Platt / Tim Lochhaed 

April 2Charlie Bargman / Dallas Redeker 

April 4 Dave Verseman / Amanda Middendorf 

April 11 Tony Young/ Jason Coffey 

April 18 Bob Platt / Brett Klindworth 

April 25 Charlie Bargman / Mardell Granger 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Mar 29-April 3 Steve Stallman 

April 5-10 Larry McDonough 

April 12-17 Fred Fricke 

April 19-24 Brett Klindworth 

April 26– May 1 Larry McDonough 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

April 6 Cheryl Dethrow 

April 13 Bev Baker 

April 20 Deb Caraway 

April 27 Reuel Smith 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  3/21/2021  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $767,601.10      Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $757,070.46  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($63,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     $10,530.64  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   3/1/2021             $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    134                       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

A_d _a_o_ s_a_l _a_t _o_s _p_n _h_ t_o _o_t_; o_e _o_ f_r _h_ L_r_, a_d _h_ o_h_r _o_ f_r _h_ 

s_a_e_o_t. _n_ A_r_n _h_l_ b_i_g _h_ g_a_ u_o_ w_i_h _h_ L_r_'s _o_ f_l_, a_d _f_e_ h_m _o_ a _i_ 

o_f_r_n_. B_t _h_ g_a_, o_ w_i_h _h_ l_t _e_l _o _e _h_ s_a_e_o_t, _h_l_ b_ p_e_e_t_d _l_v_ b_f_r_ t_e 

_o_d, _o _a_e _n _t_n_m_n_ w_t_ h_m, _n_ t_ l_t _i_ g_ f_r _ s_a_e_o_t _n_o _h_ w_l_e_n_s_.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he. Do they not err 

that devise evil? But mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. Proverbs 14:21-22 

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 

The new total for the New Facility Fund is $573,772.77.  If you have a child or grandchild in our school, a family member 

or neighbor who is thinking about sending children to St. John, or just committed to this project, help keep this fund 

growing.  You can contribute your extra change, money you saved using coupons, tax refunds, or a percentage of your 

earnings.   


