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Jesus’ Call to Sinners: “Crash this Party!” 
 
(To get the most out of this article, read Luke 7:36-50, John 20:19-23, & 1 John 1:8-10.)   
 

As we gather for worship each week God is throwing a party of sorts, a divine celebration.  

Jesus invites us into His house to receive His gifts in the Divine Service.  He gives us His 

Word which always convicts and sets free, blesses, and feeds us.  He bids us the opportu-

nity to confess our sins then through His servant, the pastor, Christ grants us His forgive-

ness (John 20:22-23). He gives us His very body and blood in the Lord’s Supper for for-

giveness, salvation, and the strengthening of our faith.  Throughout, we respond in hum-

ble, grateful praise and adoration.  It is a celebration in what Jesus does for us.     

 

In the story of Luke 7:36-50, Jesus is invited into the house of a Pharisee named Simon.  

Not too long into this gathering a certain woman crashes the party.  She makes her way to 

Jesus.  Weeping, she washes Jesus’ feet and kisses them.  Simon is none too happy about 

this intrusion.  You see, she is a “sinner” and, not just any sinner.  Her sins are of a sexual 

nature and are public sins. Her community is well aware of “what kind of woman this is.”  

This is exactly the kind of person Simon does not want in his house.   

 

Yet, she comes anyway.  She doesn’t come to justify herself by explaining how her sins 

aren’t really a big deal.  She doesn’t want Jesus to make pure, the impure things she wants 

to continue doing. She comes in humility and repentance.  In deep sorrow she desperately 

desires what Jesus has to give: Forgiveness and salvation.  In gratitude, she responds to 

this gift in worship: Bowing down before Jesus, kissing His feet.  Her sins are many and 

great.  She knows this and is truly sorry for them.  Jesus welcomes her and comforts her 

with the assurance that her sins are forgiven.   

 

That is how it works in Jesus’ house—the Church.  This “kind of woman” and all sinners like 

her are exactly the sort of people Christ wants in His house. Certainly, public, sexual sin is a 

serious matter.  These, like all sins, are damning.  We must proclaim God’s Word in calling 

those engulfed in sin to repentance.  When there is repentance, we then proclaim the 

Good News of Jesus Christ: Their sins are all forgiven.  Praise be to God!  When there is no 

remorse and there is intention to continue in sin, forgiveness is withheld.  We continue to 

proclaim God’s word in the sincere hope of the miracle of repentance (John 20:23 & 1 

John 1:8-10).           

          Continued on page 2 
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Each week we gather here on the corner of Holmes and High streets to receive and celebrate 

the forgiveness Jesus Christ gives to us for our many and great sins.  We also welcome those 

repentant sinners who crash the party desiring what Jesus gives.  Repentant sinners are ex-

actly the kind of persons Jesus wants in His house.                    

 

Pastor Tim A. Sims 

Pastor Massey’s Wedding Reception in Chester 

Pastor Massey met Danae Otten at St. Paul Lutheran Church of Hamel, Illinois after an evening choir 

service of the Concordia Theological Seminary Kantorei in January 2020.  Danae’s father, David Otten, is 

also an LCMS pastor currently serving at Golconda and Eldorado, Illionis.  Pastor Otten retired in 2020 from 

26 years of service as a chaplain in the US Navy.   
 

Danae is the third of four children, all fans of the University of Nebraska Corn Huskers.  She gradu-

ated from Concordia University in Seward and has served various LCMS churches since then.  She greatly 

enjoys spending time with her extended family, nieces and nephews.  Danae is looking forward to being our 

newest member and meeting her new church family on Saturday, June 12th from 2 to 4 p.m at our Veterans 

Memorial Parish Hall.  Our registry is at Amazon.com under Danae Otten. There will be light refreshments avail-

able and spaced tables and chairs. 

Upcoming Lutheran Adult Retreat 
 
This coming Oct 20th (Wed) & 21st (Thurs), 2021, the Southern IL & MO. Districts of the LCMS will be 
hosting the 19th Lutheran Older Adult Retreat at the Pere Marquette Lodge & Conference Center in 
Grafton, IL. The theme will be "20/20 Perfect Cross-Eyed Vision.” ("Cross Eyed" simply means that 
our Eyes are focused on the Cross of Christ!) 
 
Dr. Richard Bimler, expert on aging & humor, will be our Retreat Keynote Speaker. 
 
Each day features an Opening Devotion, followed by 2 sessions of four, one-hour workshops, from 
which participants may choose 1 from each session. Categories include Christian Growth, Lifestyles, 
Health/Helpful Info, and Fun/Misc Subjects of Interest.  On Wed, Dinner will be followed by Musical En-
tertainment from “The 60’s Chicks”, performing popular songs from the 1960’s. On Thurs, our Closing 
Bible Study & Devotion will be led by Rev Jeffery Gibbs. 
 
Anyone 55 & over is invited to attend. Currently, the Lodge can allow over 50 people to attend if they 
are vaccinated. (We are praying that we will be allowed to have our normal attendance of near 100 by 
the time the retreat is held.) 
 
The Retreat cost is $100/per person for both days, $75 for Wed only, & $50 for Thurs only. Meals in-
cluded are Lunch & Dinner on Wed, Breakfast & Lunch on Thurs. Lodging, however, is NOT included - 
attendees will need to make reservations with the Lodge, indicating they are attending the "LOAR". 
(Lutheran Older Adult Retreat) 
 
Watch for the "Save The Date" postcard, by mid-June, with the retreat Brochure/Registration forms be-
coming available in July. Information and Forms will be available on the SID website: www.sidlcms.org. 
Look under Forms/Registration. 

http://sidlcms.org/
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   St. John Lutheran Church, Chester, Illinois 

Voters Assembly Meeting 

March 21, 2021 
 

The March 21, 2021 Voters Assembly meeting was called to order at 11:09 a.m. by Congregation Ch. Don 

Stallman. 

 

Twenty-Six Voters signed the attendance roster. 

 

The opening devotion and prayer was led by Pastor Sims focusing on being thankful for our first things, namely our 

Divine Services, and secondly on our Voters Assembly meetings as they are the framework for our services. 

 

The minutes of the January 17, 2021 meeting were approved as presented with a motion by Dr. Allan Liefer and a 

second by Gary Duensing.  Motion carried. 

 

Official Acts:  January - February 2021 (presented in packet) 

 Baptisms:  Addilynn Dunker 

 Confirmed:  Raegan Lohman 

 Transfers In:  Ruth Grace 

 Transfers Out:  Mike and Barb Welge, St. Mark's, Eureka, Missouri 

 Deaths:  Walter Rowold, Dolores Maue, Dorothy Middendorf 

 

Boards and Committee Reports: 

 

Youth Group Report – deferred to Elders report 

 

Board of Education – Principal Kaela Powley reported for Board of Ed Ch. Rhonda Dunning 

 COVID-19:  Currently in the 4th quarter and have not had to quarantine since Christmas. 

 End of Year Programs:  Board is looking at end of year programs: Honors night, Kindergarten graduation,  

8th grade graduation, sports awards and how they will work out in the year of COVID-19. 

 Summer Day Care: We will have this and will run that as the school day was typically run this past year. 

Heather Hartman will be in charge of Summer Day Care again this year.  Parents are very appreciative of 

the day care. 

 Budget:   Board has started looking at our budget and has a plan in place.  Will continue working on it at 

the next meeting. 

 End of School Year:  Last day of school is set and will stay at May 18 with a 1:30 p.m. dismissal.  Public 

schools are going later as they added days on due to snow days.  Principal Powley explained the difference 

being that public schools count days and private schools count hours.   Because we were in school five full 

days most weeks this year, even with our snow days, we still have 956 hours and are required to have 808 

putting us well over the number of required hours. 

 Set 1st day next year  in August.  Public schools go back on Aug. 12 .  Teachers are going back on August 5 

and our students at St. John's will go back on August 16. 

 Tuition collection:  We are doing well but can still improve.  We are progressing and collecting the out-

standing dollars.  At each meeting the Board of Education looks at a spreadsheet report.  Monthly state-

ments are sent with the account balance.  Additionally, we are taking credit card and on-line bank account 

payments which parents are using.   Overall, with everything that's been put in place and with having com-

pleted almost one year of the process, it's doing very well. 

 

Board of Elders – Gary Duensing reported 

 Youth group – continues meeting every other week, if possible, for Bible study, games, and refreshments, 

and occasional servant events.  Plans for the National Youth Gathering are underway and is going to be in 

Texas next year, 2022. Youth Group attendance is averaging around 8  to 12 showing up for the meetings. 

 Official Acts - baptism, confirmation and deaths reported. 
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 Pastor Sims and Pastor Massey and some of the Elders continue visits. They hope to continue and increase 

these as the COVID-19 situation decreases. 

 The Elders are encouraging family ushering teams.  For more information, contact one of the Elders.  The 

new confirmands are also encouraged to join in ushering.  Elders will work with the ushers to help train the 

confirmands if they wish to participate and join a team. 

 All are encouraged to return to worship in our sanctuary on Sundays.  However, if folks still feel they can't 

get out for worship service and would like to participate in Holy Communion, a private Communion  can be 

arranged.  Pastors Sims or Massey will come to you if requested.  They would be very happy to do this as 

they are great shepherds to our congregation. 

 Easter worship service times have had some changes.  There will be no Saturday evening service before 

Easter.  There will be a sunrise service on Easter Sunday, a second service at 8:30, third service at 10 a.m., 

and a fourth service has been added at 11:30.  No reservations are needed for the 6:30 a.m. sunrise service 

but the other services do require reservations. 

 

Board of Trustees – Randy Kaempfe reported 

 

 The Wall along the school side of High Street:  A date has been set for demolition with that and the start of 

construction being the first week of June.  Gary Eggemeyer's company will demolish the wall itself and the 

city is doing the sidewalk and the curb.  There have been donations to the dedicated giving account for the 

wall and Treasurer, Gary Eggemeyer, has that report.  (The fence will be removed between the 18th of May 

and the end of May.) 

 Boiler in the school:   A day of school was missed due to no heat.  We now have a contract with a company 

to come who will check the boiler twice a year on two 8-hour visits for a cost of approximately  $2700. 

This excludes parts.  The repairman has been here before so he is familiar with our boiler.  This will also 

allow the janitor, Dennis, to contact him at any other time for service. 

 PPE dollars:  Paul Stallman and our accountant, Sheila Uchtman, are looking into this to see whether we are 

eligible.  It does not look like we are but this can change. 

 Regular insurance policies:  These are for all the buildings, etc., that are due for yearly renewal.  Two esti-

mates from two different companies were obtained. 

 Sensors and monitoring:  Randy reported they also looked at an additional alarm system for freezers, fur-

nace, etc. to monitor temps.  The company would have an added wi-fi booster for internet since the alarm 

works through a phone application to notify someone if the temp drops.  With the company adding the ad-

ditional booster, this provides reassurance they are responsible for the maintenance of the connection. 

 Janitor position:  A full time person is still going to be hired. The Trustees are working with Principal Pow-

ley on what the duties of the job will be and where the hours will be delegated.  Trustees are working on 

how they want to advertise the position. 

 Cemetery and mowing bids:  Lohman Lawn Care was awarded the bid. 

 Question regarding the PPE:  Randy explained that this process was more complicated than the first time's 

PPE loan application and there is different criteria this time.  He said the bank had encouraged us to apply 

for it. 

 
Treasurer Report  - Gary Eggemeyer reported 

 

 General Report submitted: 

 Beginning Balance ($38,491.19). 

 Income $674,177.05. 

 Operating Expenses ($706,054.56). 

 Checking Balance as of 2/28/21 $66,869.24. 

 There has been approximately $14,000 collected for the Wall Fund. Gary explained the time frame with it 

being after school is out. 

 Zero dollars were borrowed from the line of credit and we hope to keep this trend up. 

 Budget – Gary reminded the Boards to plan on setting that up during their next meetings. 
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  Board of Stewardship – Larry McGuire reported 
 

 New member reception:  Larry reported the Board is actively planning and preparing for the two new mem-

ber receptions scheduled for June 13 and August  15.  The Board felt that since we have not had a new 

member reception since 2017, we would have approximately 125 new members over that time frame.  With 

the two receptions,an approximate 20% attendance of new members would be accomplished between ser-

vices. They are looking for a great turn out and the Board of Stewardship is excited about hosting these 

events.  Thanks to Jill Arbeiter for taking the lead on this and coordinating assignments. 

 For the planning: 

 Invitations need to be printed and addressed (Cheri Roth will need help with writing and 

addressing.) 

 Refreshments need to be coordinated. 

 Photographs taken, etc. 

 Boards and their member rosters need to be updated. 

 Help is needed with the events. 

 Don Stallman will be the emcee 

 The Board is asking the Elders to be in charge of setup and takedown 

 Three people are needed at the registration table 

 Alms for Lent - this is doing very well.  Thank you to everyone for their support and please continue to help 

us bring Christianity to those in the Dominican Republic and East St. Louis, Illinois.  Larry reminded  the 

Voters Assembly how blessed most of us have been during the pandemic in that our area was not hit as se-

verely economically as some areas and that with the receipt of the stimulus checks, many have had addi-

tional monetary assistance.  Also, any contribution toward the wall project is greatly appreciated. 

 Board members  - One board member has a term ending and will be leaving the board and you may be con-

tacted to serve.  Larry asked that you give this your prayerful attention.   Contact Larry if you are interested. 

 Board's budget - The Board has a $50 budget.  Need additional funds for the reception. 

 Thank you - in conclusion, Larry thanked  members of the Board of Stewardship for their service this past 

month including Jill Arbeiter, Cheri Roth, Nancy Urquhart, Virginia Rowold, Lisa Meade, Pastor Massey. 
 

Cemetery – no report.  It was noted that we are still waiting on the survey to be done for the new road around the 

cemetery. 

 Pastors' Report  - Pastor Sims 

 Reminder - Both Pastor Sims and Pastor Massey are helping other congregations in our Circuit and if St. 

John's members see one of them missing at our services, they are helping out our neighboring congrega-

tions.  These include Evansville and Ruma, Wine Hill and West Point. 

 Bible Studies: 

 Wednesday Night Bible studies will resume a couple weeks after Easter. 

 Pastor Sims and Pastor Massey are currently finishing up instruction and examination for several 

new member candidates. 

 "Missing" visits - Both Pastors are visiting members, with occasional help from Elders.  Many phone calls 

are made and some letters sent all while trying to weigh continued concerns over COVID-19. 

 Good news with nursing homes.  Pastors have been able to visit Craig Manor, Three Springs and Perryville 

and Waterloo facilities.  Some make an allowance for Holy Communion but not all. 
 Jail/Prison -Pastor Massey is working on this although visits are still on hold at this time. 

 Confirmation – Finishing preparations for 8th Grade Confirmation, Holy Week and Easter for next week. 

 Leader nominations - looking for volunteers and that they are active in worship.  Also, need to be looking at 

the elections and 2021-2022 spending plan. 

 Continually reassessing and adapting to the COVID-19 rules.  Pastors and Elders are looking at changing 

seating attendees to every other pew to accommodate more people.   They are reaching out to encourage all 

able-bodied people to return to worship at the sanctuary of St. John. 

 Circuit visitor – Pastor Sims is not doing this yet due to the postponing of the Synod's year’s time-

line.  Pastor Kornacki is still circuit visitor. 

 Pastor Massey – Looking at "missing" and investigating if this could be due to COVID-19 or otherwise.   

Discussion on "missing list" is deferred to new business. 
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Old Business – none 

 

New Business – 

 

 Members to remove, self-exclusion, no response to letter, or whereabouts unknown:   The following mem-

bers have been listed in the Epistle every two months for one year and their whereabouts continue to be un-

known.  Our Elders/Lay Ministers have discussed their membership at their March meeting and have now 

forwarded their recommendation for our congregation's March Voters' Meeting. 

 John Knop 

 Dawn Kueker 

 Brent Anthony Lee 

 Kristel Rinne 

 Lawrence Shane Rock 

 Angie Smucker (nee Young) 

 Angela Valleroy 

 Robert Walker 

 Leanna Weaver 

 Mirande Weinken 

Motion was made to remove all names listed except for Lawrence Shane Rock at this time.  Motion was made by 

Dr. Allan Liefer and seconded by Gary Eggemeyer.  None opposed.  Motion carried. 

 

There being no other business, Ch. Stallman asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

Randy Kaempfe made a motion to adjourn at 11:54 a.m.  The meeting adjourned and concluded with singing of the 

Doxology. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Donna Young, Congregational Secretary 

STEWARDSHIP.  PRACTICE IT. 

By Larry McGuire 

 

Have you noticed when I speak of your board of stewardship I use the word your rather than the. 
                 

Why do I do that? 
 

                I do such as you have ownership in the Board of Stewardship.  Just as you have ownership in all our church 

boards, your school, and your church.  You gained this ownership when you became a part of St. John Evangelical Lu-

theran Church. 
 

                You may own a car or truck.  You may own a home.  You may own a business.  If you do, you probably take 

care of it. 
 

                Why? 
 

                Because you own it and you want it to be in the best shape you can make it.  The same holds true with stew-

ardship.  We want our church and our school to be in the best shape ever, just as you want your personal possessions to 

be. 
 

                Thus, when it comes to stewardship it is not solely about money, we ask of you.  We need help in keeping our 

church and school property in good condition.  We need help with the altar guild, ushering, quilters, and so forth.  We 

need help and you can do so by serving as an officer when asked to step forward.  And the list could go on. 
 

                You own all this and we need you to practice stewardship in keeping this, your possessions, in good and work-

ing order. 
 

                May God bless you in all that you do. 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the purse.” Attributed to Luther, though 

yet to be located in his vast writings, this statement echoes what Jesus taught about hearts and treasures. He said, “For 

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34) 

 

But which conversion comes first? I submit that the order is this: first the head, then the purse, then the heart. Let’s ex-

plore this topic. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our flesh, fulfilled the demands of the law in our place, 

became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on our behalf. He did this in order that we would be free from sin, 

death, and hell. He gives us what He accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. And so, He 

doesn’t just do it for us but gives it to us. He makes what He did ours by making us His. Thus, we are called by His 

name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.  

 

Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of our minds. It is a conversion of the 

mind. We are called to turn away from our sins and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation. For when God 

calls us away from something, He is, at the same time, calling us to something. 

 

And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion of the purse. Jesus said that “it is easier for a 

camel to enter through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:24) “For 

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way 

around. As Christians, God calls us to invest our treasures in His Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is preached and the 

sacraments are administered. He calls us to share all good things with the one who teaches us the doctrines of Christ. He 

calls us to be generous in giving to the church, for it is more blessed to give than to receive.  

 

So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then the only response is repentance – a conver-

sion of the heart – and to begin doing just that. And as our Lord promised, where your treasure is there your heart will 

be also.  

 

This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as Christians, those who have been made 

to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been given a new life in Christ, who are dead to sin and now alive in Him, 

we are actually to live – think (conversion of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and be (conversion of the heart) – 

a new life in Him. And when you fail, know that God in Christ loves and forgives you and still calls you away from that 

and to Himself.  

 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Discovery on Adventure Island 
School is out! and plans for Vacation Bible School are in full swing.  This year “Explorers” (students) search for lan-

terns that never go out: Infinity Lanterns.  They will read Professor Lumanari’s Journal and discover clues from their 

reference book (the Bible).  Explorers will learn the ways God’s great light shines in the lives of familiar Bible charac-

ters, and explore how the same light can be shining in their lives serving God and others.  Through this VBS, Explorers 

can learn many ways of living in God’s great light and shining it by sharing God’s light everywhere they go! 

 

Discovery on Adventure Island  is a tropical theme with a big lighthouse in the sanctuary and colorful plants and birds.  

Explorers create snacks and crafts that connect to the story of the day.  The games also enhance the Bible story as well 

as new songs during music time.   

 

VBS is July 7-9 from 6-8:20 p.m.  There will be a closing worship service at 5pm on Sat. 

July 10 with a light luncheon following. 

 

In 2019, 29 volunteers helped to make VBS a success, serving 61 students, 30 of which 

were not members of St. John church or school.  We need at least 14 more to fulfill our 

plans for this year.  Please consider serving the Lord by leading an Explorer. 

 

Call Jill Arbeiter at 615-5166 or the church office to join this fun, and faith-filled week . 
 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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St. John Lutheran School  
On Tuesday, May 4 and Wednesday, May 12 we honored many students who have excelled during this school year. Due to the 

limitations in attendance for these award recipients, I would like to announce their accomplishments here: 
 

Junior Beta Club inductees: 

Preston Abell  Jenna Buskohl  Aubrey Colvis  Aleah Eggemeyer  Joella Eggemeyer 

Trevin Eggemeyer Avori Frazer  Avery Hasemeyer Tallen James  Grace Kirkpatrick 

Trey McCartney  Jackson Scanlan  Bryce Williams  Macy Bert  Brianna Brake 

Caleb Coffey  Aubrey Coleman  Lillian Diskey  Lexie Mott  Camryn Wolff 

Nicholas Coffey  Gianna Eggemeyer 
 

Ag in the Classroom: 

Kinsley Hecht  (1st place) Peyton Choate (2nd place) 
 

Young Authors: 

Ryder LeGrand (Grade 1) Miley Bert (Grade 2) Kinsley Hecht (Grade 3) Jack Luthy (Grade 4) 
 

VFW Essay Contest: 

Cole Johnson (1st place)  Morgan Miers (2nd place) Joella Eggemeyer (3rd place) 
 

VFW Coloring Contest 

Lynleigh Holland (4 year old preschool) Taylor Luthy (4 year old preschool) 
 

Randolph County Soil and Water Poster Contest:  Randolph County Soil and Water Essay Contest: 

Brystol Stellhorn      Aleah Eggemeyer (1st place) 
 

Academic Honor Roll: 

Levi Caldwell  Taelyn Cleland  Addison Coffey  Rhett Creason  Hannah Crow 

Matthew Hecht  Mallorie Homan  Grace Irose  Jack Johnson  Michael Montroy 

Reagan Sims  Kale Sprengel  Preston Abell  Jenna Buskohl  Aubrey Colvis 

Aleah Eggemeyer  Joella Eggemeyer  Trevin Eggemeyer Avori Frazer  Avery Hasemeyer 

Haydn Hurst-Roy  Tallen James  Grace Kirkpatrick Trey McCartney   Jackson Scanlan 

Jadyn West  Bryce Williams  Macy Bert  Brianna Brake  Caleb Coffey 

Aubrey Coleman  Lillian Diskey  Lexie Mott  Isaac Sims  Camryn Wolff 

Max Blechle  Nick Coffey  Nick Collins  Evan Dunning  Gianna Eggemeyer 

Alex Maes  Alex Williamson 
 

Academic Letters and Pins: 

Macy Bert (letter) Caleb Coffey (letter) Aubrey Coleman (letter) Lillian Diskey (letter)  

Lexie Mott (letter) Isaac Sims (letter) Camryn Wolff (letter) Gianna Eggemeyer (letter) 

Max Blechle (pin) Evan Dunning (pin) Alex Maes (pin)  Alex Williamson (pin) 
 

Graduation Ushers: Graduation Marshals: Valedictorian:  Salutatorian: 

Macy Bert  Lillian Diskey  Evan Dinning  Alex Williamson 

Aubrey Coleman  Camryn Wolff 
 

We are so very proud of all of our students!  Congratulations!! 
 

Summer School Office Hours: The school office hours this summer will be from 6:30 am to 1:30 pm Monday through Friday. 

This is due to Ms Powley taking temperatures of summer daycare workers and students beginning at 6:30 am. At 1:30 pm, the 

school phone will be transferred to the summer daycare room so parents can contact summer daycare. If you need to contact the 

school office after 1:30 pm, you can call Ms Powley (618-615-3413). 
 

2021-2022 School Calendar:  The first day of school has been set for Monday, August 16, and is a full day. 
 

As this crazy school year comes to a close, we are so very thankful that we were able to be in-person all year long with few quaran-

tines. It seemed that things were so crazy, different, and changing this year, but everyone stepped up to ensure our students were in 

school.  

·         Thank you to parents and families for adjusting to the changes, staying vigilant with the symptom screening, and 

supplying endless masks.  

·         Thank you to the cooks for changing the way you served lunch and adding more cleaning responsibilities. 

·         Thank you to the janitors for the extra cleaning and dealing with the extra set up and take down of tables at lunch. 

·         Thank you to Pastor Sims for taking on extra responsibilities this year. 

·         Thank you to Kelly and Ms. Lynn for coming in early every morning this year to take temperatures. 

·         Thank you to the teachers for taking on more responsibilities with fewer breaks, disinfecting your classrooms every 

day, and ensuring your students stay safe during the day by wearing their masks. 

They say it takes a village; well this was a team effort by our SJS “village”. 

  

Thank you, God, for St. John Lutheran Church and School. 

We are so very blessed. Have a wonderful summer! 
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Monthly board and organization updates 
Elders 

Elder nominations have been finalized. Visitations with non active members are continuing with some Elders assisting 

when possible. Phone calls are encouraged as well. The Altar Guild asked about individual cup placements in the trays. 

It was agreed to leave the spacing to every other one.   Reservations are now no longer required. Members and guests 

will be asked to sign their own name on a sign up sheet. These will be located on both side of the usher tables on a clip 

board.  Pastor Massey will be on vacation from 5-27 - 6-8. He and his fiancé Danae are to be married on 5-28. Con-

gratulations to you both!  

 

Trustees 

Wall demolition by the City is still on schedule for June 1st.  We need to get the fence down and a couple volunteers 

would be appreciated. Gary Eggemeyer plans to start cutting into the concrete section that is against the side of the Par-

ish Hall soon after the last day school.  

 

The cost of the Engineer for surveying the wall, sidewalk and curb was shared with the City. Our share is $3,000, which 

has been deducted from the wall fund. 

 

There has been some concern about losing a large shade tree during demolition. Greg Rowold is contracting a forester 

from opinion on age and health. 

 

Bernie and Shirley Kraft have given a large endowment to St. John for tuition assistance. Thrivent Representative Ran-

dall Campbell was consulted regarding investment with Thrivent.  

 

The Board accepted Randall Campbell’s suggestion that:$40,000 in high yield, $40,000 in Opportunity income, 

$20,000 in balance income. 

 

This endowment will be moved into the Amanda Kahre Memorial, and Henceforth will be the Amanda Kahre/ Kraft 

Memorial/ Endowment Tuition Assistance Fund. 

 

There will be an annual maximum amount each year that can be awarded. This amount will be determined at our next 

meeting. 

 

This fund will ne for tuition assistance only. This assistance will be available to both St. John members and non-

members.  

 

Dennis Mott plans to semi-retire and will continue part-time employment as maintenance. Lisa Meade was hired May 

13 as full time janitor. 

 

Dave Bargman and Tony Young are working on getting internet to the freezer alarm. 

 

Narthex repair is done. The plan is to hire a service to deep clean the church when Illinois is in Phase 5. 

 

LWML 

A big THANK YOU to Irene Dierks for serving as our Treasurer for many, many years.  Your hard work all these years 

was very much appreciated.   

 

We were blessed with a beautiful day for the annual plant sale.  Thank you to all those that worked and purchased 

plants. 

We are looking for more members.  Please consider joining our group. 
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  June 5 5:00 p.m. Jenna Buskohl 

Sun June 6 7:45 a.m.  Levi Caldwell  

     10:00 a.m.  Addison Coffey 

Sat  June 12 5:00 p.m. Alex Maes 

Sun June 13 7:45 a.m. Preston Abell 

     10:00 a.m. Grace Irose 

Sat  June 19 5:00 p.m. Avery Hasemeyer 

Sun June 20 7:45 a.m. Macy Bert 

     10:00 a.m. Morgan Miers 

Sat  June 26 5:00 p.m. Treyton McCartney 

Sun June 27 7:45 a.m. Levi Caldwell 

     10:00 a.m. Reagan Sims 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat June 5      5:00 p.m.     Ruby Schirmer 

Sun June 6     7:45 a.m.     Mary Loos 

       10:00 a.m.     Kathy Sprengel 

Sat June 12    5:00 p.m.     Amber Cushman 

Sun June 13   7:45 a.m.     Dwayne & Susan Schwarz  

       10:00 a.m.    Carla Welge 

Sat June 19    5:00 p.m.    Virginia Rowold  

Sun June 20   7:45 a.m.    Marilyn Duensing 

       10:00 a.m.    Mary Stallman 

Sat June 26    5:00 p.m.     Janice Dettmer 

Sun June 27   7:45 a.m.     Tammy Grah 

       10:00 a.m.    Joby Petrowske 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

June 5/6 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

June 12/13 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

June 19/20 Larry McDonough 

June 26/27  Dennis Mott 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat June 5      5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun June 6      7:45 a.m.    Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 a.m.    Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat June 12     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy 

Sun June13     7:45 a.m.    Ron Rathert 

        10:00 a.m.    Rick Casten 

Sat June 19     5:00 p.m.    Tim Hardy  

Sun June 20    7:45 a.m.   Gary Duensing 

         10:00 a.m.   Don Stallman 

Sat June 26      5:00 p.m.   Tim Hardy 

Sun June 27     7:45 a.m.   Dennis Kontz 

         10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

 

  

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at 

ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

June 6 Brett Klindworth / Tony Young 

June 13 Mardell Granger / Bob Platt 

June 20 Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman 

June 27 Tim Lochhead / Dave Verseman 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

May 31– June 5 Brett Klindworth 

June 7-12 Larry McDonough 

June 14-19 Fred Fricke 

June 21-26 Brett Klindworth 

June 28– July 3 Larry McDonough 

 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

June 1 Wanda Dethrow 

June 8 Larry McDonough 

June 15 Shirley Roth 

June 22 Chris Urquhart 

June 29 Rosemary Oetting 

O u r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2020 to  5/31/2021  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $1,022,006.80      Beginning Balance 7/31/20                $25,000.00 

Year-to-date Expense                    $1,032,938.76  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($63,500.00)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($10,931.96)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $33,500.00 

       Current Balance as of   4/28/2021             $0.00  
 

Average 2021 Attendance per Week    152                      LOC Renewal Fee                                    $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

 

And _hey _hal_ com_ fro_ the _ast, _nd f_om t_e we_t, an_ fro_ the _ort_, and _rom _he s_uth, _nd s_all 

_it d_wn i_ the _ing_om o_ God. _nd, b_hol_, the_e ar_ las_ whi_h sh_ll b_ fir_t, an_ the_e ar_ fir_t 

wh_ch s_all _e la_t.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

 

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall 

receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. Colossians 3:23-24 

 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

The current total in the New Facility Fund is up to $571,331.66.  The money is earning interest and with the support of fami-

lies who want to see this become a reality, it will continue to grow.  Be a part of the future and invest a little each month, each 

pay day, or every week.  If everyone pledges a few dollars on a routine basis, progress will continue.    

 


