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Congregational Membership 
Being adopted by God in Baptism and becoming part of His eternal family is a holy treasure.  God 

delivers this treasure to us by means of the bride of Christ, His one holy Christian church, the communion 

of saints.  However, since we live as sinner-saints in a fallen world, this gift of faith is as fragile as a baby.  

God’s Name is strong and powerful, but it is also easily abused or neglected.  Jesus says, “I am the vine; 

you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 

you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)  How do we know if we abide in Him?   

 

We know that Christ is the Word of God.  (John 1:1)  We also know that Christians feed their faith 

not only by reading and meditating on Scripture and its meaning for their lives; (John 6:35) but also, as the 

body of Christ, Christians respond to God’s grace by joining together in worship, prayer, and service to 

others.  These responses and works are the fruit of faith.  In worship, Christians receive Jesus’ body and 

blood in the Lord’s Supper, they confess their sins and they are forgiven.  But only God knows who abides 

in Him.  Our own sinfulness is beyond our understanding, thus God is the only trustworthy One.  (Jeremiah 

17:9-10)   

 

I would like to thank Pastor Sims for a book by Peter Speckhard called Connected to Christ: Why 

Membership Matters.  We know marriage is a lifelong union in which God makes two into one.  In the 

midst of adversity, there is temptation to divorce.  But marriage is a gift of fellowship which is strength-

ened through enduring hardship and suffering through troubles together.  So also, church members who see 

their congregation as a single unified family do not easily neglect the fellowship.  This is the message upon 

which Speckhard elaborates: 

 

Church life is like family life.  What holds people together is not always mutual lik-

ing but the fact of the relationship.  If you have siblings in a healthy family, you probably 

can attest that some of the worst spats you've ever had with anyone were with your siblings.  

But you can probably also attest that among the people you love most and count on the most 

are your siblings.  The bond remains so strong even through these tough times because it 

was not optional.  You could get through the dark tunnels of bad times because you knew 

you really had no choice; these are your brothers and sisters.  And they ultimately prove to 

be among the greatest blessings in your life precisely because you could not shed the rela-

tionship whenever you felt like it. 

The people in your congregation can potentially be that kind of blessing to you as 

well, but it requires some sense of that obligatory, official relationship to get over the inevi-

table bumps in the road.  People you might find annoying until you know what they're going 

through, people with whom you have little in common and thus wouldn't be likely to get to 

know, people who are unique and gifted in ways that don't show up in a brief introduction—

these are the people who will also be a blessing to you.  But if you stay on the periphery and 

merely participate when you want, you'll find it too easy to gravitate only toward people 

like yourself.  Only when the members do things together and are forced to see one another 

as family does this breakthrough happen.  

- Peter Speckhard, Connected to Christ, (St. Louis: CPH, 2017), 61-62. 
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 The next quote from Speckhard concerns the purpose of going to church.  Many people quit 

going because it doesn’t fulfill their expectations, as unrealistic or inappropriate as their expectations are.  

The temptation also goes the other way when pastors seek to please their congregations at the expense of 

preaching and teaching of Christ. 

 

Those twin gifts—the gift of Christ crucified as delivered in the Service of the Word 

and the gift of Christ crucified and risen as delivered in the Service of the Sacrament—as well 

as our responses of faith, praise, and prayer, are what worship is all about. 

Many people miss these important points and think they are coming to church for inspi-

ration to make it through the week, to get an emotional high, to feel a warm welcome from 

other people, or to receive practical tips for living the Christian life.  Not that inspiration, 

warmth, emotional highs, and practical tips are bad in themselves, but if we treat them as the 

main point of worship, then we find ourselves missing out on the greatest blessings that come 

from participation in worship: Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

- Peter Speckhard, Connected to Christ, (St. Louis: CPH, 2017), 57. 

Finally, as congregational members, many are tempted to think of their church as a business.  The one 

transaction that Jesus made on our behalf paid our spiritual debt to God and yet in this earthly life we are still 

to love each other as a debt never paid in full.  Paul here recommends no other debts in Romans 13:8.  The 

desires of the flesh and eyes and the pride of life lead one to see the church as the world sees it: those who 

gather for their own earthly profit.  John teaches in his first letter that Christians do not love the world or the 

things of the world. (1 John 2:15-17)  As beautiful and costly as church buildings and their adornments are, 

they are a means to an end.  Our end is not of this dying world, but is eternal life with Christ.   

 

Your tithes and offerings are a gift, not a loan or an investment.  That means it isn't 

your money anymore once you've offered it.  If you make your offerings conditional on how 

the money is spent, you're trying to control something that is no longer yours, which means 

you aren't really giving it up at all.  It is an act of trust in and solidarity with your brothers and 

sisters in Christ that you can rely on one another to support the ministries of the congregation 

and larger church body even though everyone has their own ideas of how the money should be 

spent and nobody fully gets their way.  If you really want to support specific missions and 

ministries that your congregation doesn't include in its budget, you should resist the temptation 

to redirect the tithes that would normally go to the congregation.  Those donations to specific 

things you favor should be over and above your regular tithes and offerings. 

 Peter Speckhard, Connected to Christ, (St. Louis: CPH, 2017), 74-75. 

 

As past riches are slowly eaten away and prices continue to rise, Christ’s church continues to live by 

His grace.  His church started in bloody persecution as believers were willing to sacrifice their lives to hold 

on to Christ.  May God strengthen your faith in Christ so that when the flames of affliction arise, your faith in 

Him will be purified and refined.  Amen. 

 

By  Pastor Justin Massey 

 R u m m a g e  S a l e  a n d  B a l e  S a l e  

The church's annual rummage, coffeecake, and bake sale will be held on Friday, June 1 from 1:00 p.m. till 6:00 p.m. 

and on Saturday, June 2 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Donations for the rummage sale may be brought to the Parish 

Hall on May 23 to May 25 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on May 28 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and also May 29 

to May 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. We will be asking for baked goods for the sale. A lot of help is needed setting 

up for the sale, pricing items and also bagging up everything  after the sale. Please make note of this on your calendar 

to help. Any questions call Shirley Roth 826-3366 or Edna Neislein 826-3367.   
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O u r  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2017 to  4/23/18  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $ 776,546.63         Beginning Balance 7/31/17             $214,603.08 

Year-to-date Expense                 $1, 299,213.17            Paid on Debt year-to-date              ($490,600.17)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($522,666.54)  Borrowed year-to-date                    $379,140.00 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                    $80.00  
  

Average 2018 Attendance per Week  238  Current Balance as of   4/24/18       $103,222.91  

S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6). 

 

And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, 

and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who 

proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13–14). 

 

In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them. And this is how 

the Church lives even now. It is standard practice. 

 

But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it 

does so with four little words: “In the same way …” 

 

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members 

on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. 

 

We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the Levites? 

 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the 

Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of 

your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God al-

ways” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23). 

 

The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested. 

 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New Testament Gospel 

ministry “in the same way?” 

 

If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Tes-

tament? Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the de-

scendants of Abraham. 

 

Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches and ministries all around the world. 

How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament min-

istry? 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship  

L W M L  P l a n t  S a l e  

The LWML ladies will be selling beautiful flowering plants on May 4 in front of the school starting at 8:00 

a.m. A wide variety of flowers in hanging baskets, bedding plants, and vegetables will be available.  

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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M e m b e r s h i p  U p d a t e   

 

 As St. John Lutheran Church explores God’s working through His unworthy children, we seek all our 

own members who have moved away and with whom we have lost contact.  In the spirit of Easter joy, please 

help us reach those we miss and would like to reconnect with in order to encourage them in our one holy 

Christian faith.  If you know someone listed below please contact the church office with their information.  

The church may be reached by phone 618-826-3545 or email secretary@stjohnchester.com 

 

Daniel Bievenue Brandon Cain  Wendy Ferguson Ashley Furguson 

Beulah Haberman Victoria Hargrave Peggy Kayich  Leslie Jafari and Daughter 

Nadine Javas  Carol Jones  Gennon Jones  J Robert Kipp and daughter 

Jeff Kipp  Sue Livingston Robert Mallon  April Martinez 

Cheri Moorhead Sheila Payne  Judy Rolens  Julie McClure and children 

William Rymer Darlene Vogel  Robin Weaver  Jennifer Wilson and children 

Angela Winkler  

 

Ashley Allen  Kathy Baker  Mike Baughman Christy Berger   

Ann Bilderback Randy Blum  Carol Buckholtz Julie Burkman   

Matthew L Durham Amber Eggemeyer Earl Eggemeyer Brian Ehlers   

Brenda Franklin Ralyn Frosting  Theodore Gleghorn  Stacy Goetting   

Randy Hartman Jacey Hecht  Jodi Hormann  Jonathan Knowles  

Michel Knott  Robin Knowles Angela Kosko  Brad Kueker   

Lee Kueker  Anthony Lailer Stephanie Lailer Carolyn McBride  

Kelly Milligan  Tammy Milligan Maddlyn Moore Jennifer Pippin  

Aaron Powley  Wendy Rice  Larry Roth  Michelle Rader and Family 

Darrel Steele  Ross Rinne  Caroll Lee Rinehart Jamie Reynolds and Family 

   Darrel Wilson     Angela Sanders and Family 

P a y i n g  i t  f o r w a r d  

 

Dear St. John community, 

Some congregation members have asked about “paying it forward” for tuition 

payments for some of our school families.  We know the importance, need, and 

value of a Christian education, especially in today’s world.   If God has touched 

your heart with the possibility of helping a family at our school with this type of 

gift, please call our school office (#826-4345) to make arrangements.  It is such 

a blessing for our families. 

 

May God bless you for your consideration and for your kindness, 

Mrs. Wendy Lochhead 
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Reaching Out with Everyone His Witness 
 
Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  In the spirit of Easter joy and the renewal of 

spring, St. John Lutheran is exploring how God reaches out to others through us for our Bible study 
between Sunday services at 9 a.m.  Although the 6-week study includes a 200-page workbook, a 
20-minute video summarizes the readings so that they are brought into perspective. 

This excellent study assembled by the LCMS Witness and Outreach Ministry, brings together 
God’s guidance for evangelism from the Bible as well as our Lutheran Confessional writings in the 
Book of Concord.  It also emphasizes that God calls everyone to witness of Christ regardless of 
how unfit and unqualified we are.  This reflects our Lutheran heritage and understanding that only 
the Holy Spirit can convert souls and turn sinners back to the one who sustains their life.  This takes 
the pressure off us unfit and unqualified witnesses and frees us to proclaim what God does for and 
through us without any merit or worthiness in us (Apostles Creed, 1st Article).  May God’s great 
power made perfect in our weakness continue to draw all His children to their spiritual mother, the 
church.  Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/witness-and-outreach-ministry 
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat May 5    5:00 pm Jordan Merideth 

Sun May 6  7:45 am Max Blechle 

   10:00 am Kylie Fortner 

Thur May 10 7:00 p.m.  +Ascension Addyson Mitchell & Trentin 

Eggemeyer 

Sat May 12    5:00 pm Alex Maes 

Sun May 13   7:45 am Aden Runge 

                   10:00 am   Abby Bollmann 

Sat May 19    5:00  pm   +Matt James & Jordan Buskohl 

Sun May 20    7:45 am  +Landon Hornbostel &Noah Homan 

                      10:00 am  +Alex Williamson & Evan Dunning 

Sat May 26    5:00 pm Rageyn Baker 

Sun May 27    7:45 am Camryn Luthy 

                     10:00 am Hannah Kaempfe 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  May 5 5:00 pm  Mardell Granger 

Sun May 6   7:45 am  Elaine Kattenbraker 

               10:00 am Mary Stallman 

Sat May 12 5:00 pm Marian Knop 

Sun May 13  7:45 am Mary Loos 

                    10:00 am Dolores Hillerman 

Sat May 19 5:00 pm Ruby Schirmer 

Sun May 20 7:45 am Barb McCormick 

        10:00 am Barb Welge 

Sat May 26 5:00 pm Amber Cushman 

Sun May 27  7:45 am Gennine Westerman 

           10:00 am  Myrna Campbell 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

May 5/6______    / Ryan Petrowske 

May 10 Chris Urquhart 

May 12/13 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

May 19/20______     / Gary Kelkhoff 

May 26/27 ______    / Larry McDonough 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat  May 5 5:00 pm  Volunteer 

Sun May 6   7:45 am  Ron Rathert 

               10:00 am Rick Casten 

Thur May 10 7:00 p.m. Gary Duenisng 

Sat May 12 5:00 pm Volunteer 

Sun May 13  7:45 am Gary Duensing 

                    10:00 am Don Stallman 

Sat May 19 5:00 pm Volunteer 

Sun May 20 7:45 am Dennis Kontz 

        10:00 am Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat May 26 5:00 pm Volunteer 

Sun May 27  7:45 am Ron Rathet 

           10:00 am  Rick Casten 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM  

online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

May 5 & 19 Wanda Dethrow, Jim and Rosemary Oetting 

May 13 & 27  Pam Sheely & Larry and Imogene McDonough, Gary and 

Pam Knop 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

May 6 Chris Colvis / Lynn Rickenberg 

May 10 Chris Colvis / Lynn Rickenberg 

May 13 Mike Welge / Bob Platt 

May 20 Tim Lochhead / Tony Young 

May 27 Dallas Redeker / Charlie Bargman 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

April 30– May 5 Larry McDonough 

May 7-12 Brett Klindworth 

May 14-19 Fred Fricke 

May 21-26 Larry McDonough 

May 28-June 2 Gary Knop 

Hear ye, hear ye!   
The date for Vacation Bible School has been set!  Last year we had almost twice as many students 

as the year  before, so we will continue the evening format.  Dates are July 11-13 from 6-

8:30p.m.  The closing worship service will be that Sat. evening, July 14 at 6:30p.m. 

We hope all the volunteers from last year will return and that more will be available.  Call the 

church office for more info, or Jill Arbeiter at 615-5166. 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

The Sunday School students will have an opening celebration on May 6 in the school basement.  Students and 

volunteers who have birthdays in May are asked to bring the same number of coins as years of their ages.  We 

are planning to purchase a goat and some chickens or medical supplies through Lutheran World Relief to bene-

fit families in disadvantaged countries.   
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

I s  _ h e  _ a w  _ h e _  a g _ i n _ t  t _ e  p _ o m _ s e _  o f  _ o d ?  _ o d  

_ o r _ i d :  _ o r  _ f  t _ e r _  h a _  b e _ n  a  _ a w  _ i v _ n  w _ i c _  

c o _ l d  _ a v _  g i _ e n  _ i f _ ,  v e _ i l _  r i _ h t _ o u _ n e _ s  

s _ o u _ d  h _ v e  _ e e _  b y  _ h e  _ a w .   
A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  

H u n t :     

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over 

into Macedonia, and help us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, 

assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. Acts 16:9-10 

May 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

  The current total in the New Facility Fund is up to $548,286.10.  The money is earning interest and with the support 

of families who want to see this become a reality, it will continue to grow.  Be a part of the future and invest a little 

each month, each pay day, or every week. Honor a graduate, your mom, a deceased loved one, or that special child 

who you want to see attend school in a new building.  Show your appreciation to a teacher or for the 

education you received at St. John's with a gift.  If everyone pledges a few dollars on a routine ba-

sis, progress will continue.   

   CAPPERS will not meet in May. 

C a p p e r s  


