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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
July  Volume 2020 Issue  7 

When Helping Hurts, by Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert (2012) 

Dr. Brian Fikkert begins the book with his lifelong love of missions and experiences in Uganda helping the poor.  

He earned his Ph.D. in economics at Yale specializing in development, taught at Covenant College, GA, and founded the 

Chalmers Center in 1999 (chalmers.org).  Mr. Steve Corbett is an Assistant Professor of Community Development at 

Covenant College and serves in the Chalmers Center.  Previously, Steve worked for Food for the Hungry International 

(FHI) as Regional Director for Central and South America. 

They introduce their book proclaiming that American Christians are not doing enough for the poor of the world.  

(27)  Thus, the first chapter is full of scripture references aimed at answering the question, “Why Did Jesus Come to 

Earth?”  After acknowledging the promised Savior’s sacrifice to forgive sin, they move to Christ’s kingdom and His 

healing.  They tell God’s lawful charge to His people to take responsibility and care for their weak neighbors: the poor 

and fatherless, the widow and orphan.  They explain that this was what American evangelical Christians did until the 

early 1900s, when Christians influenced by theological liberalism began to “equate all humanitarian efforts with bringing 

in Christ’s kingdom.”  (42)  Thus, the Gospel of God’s grace was lost among all the works, movements, and activism of 

man.  This same threat of losing the free grace of God by putting faith in one’s own works is why LC-MS missionaries 

and short-term teams are encouraged to read this book.  Sometimes it is better to give financially to the career missionar-

ies already deployed because the faith of many is weak and too easily influenced by what they can accomplish with their 

own hands. 

Corbett and Fikkert continue by asking, “What’s the Problem?” in chapter 2.  They reference the World Bank’s 

research of poor nations around the world by quoting the poor’s perspective on their own poverty.  Their emotional and 

near philosophical answers describe a poverty of being.  Another type of poverty of being we heard in February is from 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”  (Matthew 5:3)  They show how one defines poverty, 

whether physical, emotional, spiritual, or other determines how one tries to alleviate it.  Physical catastrophes and emer-

gencies create physical needs, but if the cause is mainly emotional or something else, physical help may only help symp-

toms, not the root cause.  Corbett & Fikkert adapt a diagram from Bryant L. Myers’ book Walking with the Poor: Princi-

ples and Practices of Transformational Development (1999), which I’ve also adapted on the next page.  One of the major 

premises of their “book is that until we embrace our mutual brokenness, our work with low-income people is likely to do 

far more harm than good.”  (61)  The diagram shows how everyone is broken in at least one of these ways.  Therefore, 

helpers should see how similar they are to those they help; and so the helper may also be helped through revealing his or 

her own brokenness and need for repentance and faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 The remaining chapters of Corbett & Fikkert’s book detail principles, strategies, and methods in helping without 

hurting both in the U.S. and abroad.  While considering short-term missions (STMs) abroad, they explain cultural differ-

ences using the concept of time.  I adapted the national examples in the diagram, which they adapted from Craig Sorti’s 

Figuring Foreigners Out: A Practical Guide (1999).  Some view time as a limited resource that is easily consumed and 

quickly vanishing.  This is called the Monochronic view of time.  However, most of the world sees time as an unlimited 

resource, one that will not rush things that take time, like relationships.  This Polychronic view of time may more easily 

see multiple things happening at once and it certainly does not let time rule, but rather lets things take what time they 

seem to require.  Corbett & Fikkert teach this and other cultural differences, which may help STMs overcome communi-

cation, priorities, or planning differences.  Cultural differences also apply to families and neighborhoods, which may help 

Christians spread the good news of Jesus to anyone, anywhere.  While our STM to the Dominican Republic is delayed, 

possibly for a year or more, we continue to support missionaries who continue to serve.   

    Pastor Massey  
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Missing Members: would YOU be willing to seek them out? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be established within a 

period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who are our known neighbors.  Please help us 

find our members! 

 September 2019-2020  March 2020-2021   July 2020-2021 
 Michael Downey Jr.   John Knop    Erin Stauffer (nee Carter) 

 Gianna Gearhart    Dawn Kueker 

 Chelsie Miller    Brent Anthony Lee 

 Julie Ann Slack    Kristel Rinne 
 Ashley Wegener    Lawrence Shane Rock 

 Mike Zhang    Angie Smucker (nee Young) 

      Angela Valleroy 
      Amber Verslle 

 November 2019-2020  Robert Walker 

 Hunter Downey    Leanna Weaver 

 Krista Downey    Miranda Weinken 

 Debra Ebers 

 Michelle Fortman    May 2020-2021 
 Ben Russell    Abigail Grommet 

 Crystal Weaver & Austin   Lindsay Hammel 

 Debra Welge 

Mailed over one year ago without returning or reply  

 Removal to be approved at the July 26, 2020 Voters’ Assembly. 

 

 Tyson Choate (June ’19)  Jim Durham (June ’19)  Nathan Eggemeyer (June ’19) 

 Joe Goetting (June ’19)  Frank Lailer (June ’19)  Mallorie Morris  (November ’18) 

 Dollatine Rinderer (June ’19) David Vieregge  (November ’18)  
 

As we continue to seek out our members, our concern for their spiritual life leads us to point out local LC-MS congregations 

where they may find the holy Christian church, communion of saints, and the forgiveness of sins.  We encourage them to attend 

regularly wherever they are able.  The life we have in Christ is an amazing and yet fragile gift that is tempting to take for granted. 

 

Although members move away and may intend on returning to live or to be buried, our love flows from Christ, who is the 

Vine as we are His branches.  Apart from Christ, the Vine, we can do nothing.  (John 15:1-17)  Christ entrusted His gifts to the 

church, which is why attending worship is the most important aspect of membership.  Some who are able bodied and still working 

are under the impression that being a member on the rolls is enough, that there are too many other things to worry about than going 

to church.  Work may limit how often one may attend, but there are still Wednesday night services and other options for gathering to 

worship your Lord.  This is why we follow our constitution and bring up those members who do not attend for judgment by our vot-

ers’ assembly.  As members of the body of Christ, the voters decide either to release those who have forsaken the assembly of the 

saints (Hebrews 10:25) or to speak up for those we still pursue and call back in repentance and faith. 

Four Opportunities for you to Worship!   
Join us for the Divine Service Saturdays 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.,  Sundays 7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  We will gather using COVID

-19 precautions.  Attendance will be limited to 50 people per service.  Call the church office to reserve a seat for the service you plan 

to attend.  Those who attend must wear a mask while entering and exiting the sanctuary.   

 

Those experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or quarantined due to exposure, are asked to remain at home and lis-

ten to the radio/internet broadcast of the Sunday 10:00 a.m. service on AM 980 KSGM (internet KSGM980.com).  

Those considered “high risk” for COVID-19, are encouraged to do the same. For those encouraged to stay home, 

or who are not yet ready to attend such gatherings, private Communion is available  by appointment on Sundays 

12:00pm-1:40pm and Wednesdays 10:00am-12:00pm & 4:00-6:00pm. We are glad to serve you. 

If you have any questions or would like to reserve your seat for a worship service, please contact the church office at  

(618)826-3545.  
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The privilege of Serving Christ’s Church at St. John  

and in the Southern Illinois District (SID): 

Who would you nominate?  Would you serve? 
 

St. John Lutheran Church & School 

It is always a privilege to serve in Christ’s Church.  There are many things that need to be done in the life and 

stewardship of a congregation and all play a role in Christ’s mission.  On July 26th, after the 10am worship ser-

vice we will have a congregational voters’ meeting.  We will elect officers and board members for St. John Lu-

theran Church and School.  If you would like to serve or know of someone you would like to nominate, please 

contact the church office and we will connect you to the current chair person of the appropriate board.  Listed 

below are the nominees thus far.  
 

Chairman: Don Stallman 

Vice Chairman : David Rowold 

Secretary: Donna Young 

Treasurer: Gary Eggemeyer 

Elders (5): Ron Hillerman, David D Verseman, Steve Platt, Ron Arbeiter 

Trustees (3): Bob Platt, Louise McAdams, Ryan Coffey 

Board of Education (3): Chris Blechle, Mary Caldwell, Lacey Eggemeyer 

Stewardship (3): Lisa Meade 
 

The Southern Illinois District (SID) 

Both pastors and lay persons alike also have the privilege of serving in our district. At the same July 26th vot-

ers’ assembly we will also elect a Lay Delegate and Alternate Lay Delegate to represent our congregation at 

the SID Convention in February 2021.  Is there someone you would like to nominate?  Would you consider 

representing our congregation?  Do you have any questions regarding this privilege?  Contact Pastor Sims at 

the church office and he will be glad to discuss this with you. 
  

St. John Lutheran Church—Chester, IL 

Voting Lay Delegate.  (any member in good standing is eligible to serve as a delegate)  

Alternate Lay voting delegate    
 

We may also nominate both pastors and lay persons to serve in other positions in the SID.  Consider the fol-

lowing positions:  

  

Southern Illinois District of LCMS  

President (each congregation may nominate up to 2 pastors) 

Secretary  

Treasurer  

Circuit Visitor for Circuit #9  (must be a pastor in the circuit) 

Board of Directors  (8 lay persons and 2 commissioned ministers) 

Board of Missions  (3 pastors, 1 commissioned minister, and 1 lay person) 

Board of Congregational Support  (2 pastors, 2 commissioned minister, and 4 lay persons) 

Committee on Nominations and Election for the 2024 SID Convention: Circuit #9 (lay person) 
 

If you would like to discuss any of these positions and the responsibilities they carry out, please contact me 

and I will be glad to give you more information. 

   

Pastor Tim Sims 

Chairman—SID Nominating Committee   
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O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  6/30/20  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $993,805.68      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $919,089.89  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($668,046.92)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($74,715.79)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $593,832.99 

       Current Balance as of   1/27/2020       $30,000.00  
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week    246                       LOC Renewal Fee                                      $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Volunteers needed 

We are in need of volunteers to serve as cantors for future services. This role will initially focus on chanting the Introit 

during the service and may include singing solo hymn stanzas during communion. If interested, please contact Karl 

Rovey by phone at (405) 434-6518 or email at krovey@sjshornets.com 
 

St. John Early Childhood Program 
Preschool 

There is still a spot in our three-year-old class and a couple of spots in our four-year-old class for the 2020-2021 school 

year. If you would like information about our programs, please call the school office Monday – Friday 9 am – 2 pm. Our 

three-year-old preschool teacher is Mrs. Ashley Lochhead and our four-year-old preschool teacher is Mrs. Andrea Lu-

thy. 
 

Kindergarten Screening 

Kindergarten screening for children planning to attend kindergarten at St. John Lutheran School for the 2020-2021 

school year will be held on Wednesday, August 5 and Thursday, August 6. If your child attended St. John four-year-old 

preschool, Lynn will be calling the week of July 20 to set up an appointment time for Ms Laurie Anderson to screen 

your child for kindergarten. If your child did not attend preschool at St. John, please call the school office the week of 

July 20 to set up a time with Ms. Anderson. The school office is open Monday – Friday 9 am – 2 pm (618-826-4345). 

Children planning on attending kindergarten should reach the age of five on or before September 1, 2020. 
 

The Early Childhood Program at St. John Lutheran School strives to educate the whole child. To enhance cognitive 

growth, our program includes math readiness, graphing, charting, phonics and reading readiness activities, songs, finger-

plays, body movement songs, as well as fine motor growth which includes cutting, painting, writing, gluing, printing, 

and drawing. To foster emotional growth and character development, we teach about Jesus and the love He holds for His 

children. Our curriculum and schedule is built from the foundation of Jesus’ love for young children. 
 

St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origins and does not discriminate on the same basis. 

“Good beginnings – never end!” 

St. John School Registration 
St. John will have registration for the 2020-2021 school year on Monday, August 3 from 3 – 7 pm and Tuesday, August 

4 from 9 am – 2 pm in the school office. Please return registration forms, emergency contact form, and all health forms. 

Registration fees are as follows: preschool - $50, kindergarten - $155, and 1st – 8th - $165. The computer fee for 5th grade 

is $50 and graduation fee for 8th grade is $25. If you have any questions, please call the school office at 618-826-4345. 

St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origins and does not discriminate on the same basis. 
 

LWML Rummage sale 

Due to COVID-19 the LWML has decided not to have the fall rummage sale. Thank you for your support of this fund-

raisers in the past. 
 

Christ Our Savior Rummage Sale 
Our annual rummage sale will be held July 17 from 7am-7pm and July 18 from 7am-1pm. We will begin accepting do-

nations starting July 1. Donations of clean saleable items can be brought to school during business hours. Donations of 

clothing are especially wanted. We will also need help on July 6 setting up tables. We will begin at 8am. If you would           

like to volunteer, please contact the school office during business hours. Many hands make the work load lighter! 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the com-

mandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still 

lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

me.” (Luke 18:18–22) 

 

As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the rich young ruler? In 

other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: No! But 

why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor?  

 

The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In 

other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has 

placed in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it 

isn’t to be used for the purpose God intends.  

 

Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These sta-

tions are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by birth.  

 

 We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from either 

our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it. 

 We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or the birth of others 

into our family. 

 Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we 

have toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others into the same society. 

 

All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society. If we were to 

sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties toward them would falter.  

 

So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in 

society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family. You save for college for your chil-

dren. 

 

But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more im-

mediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first 

fruits – the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of his flock.  

 

This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will give from the be-

ginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate and pressing things.  

 

This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high unemployment or 

restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness given through the means of grace we 

receive at church and only at church, then we will support the church just as we love our country and our family.  

 

For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no expense for us and 

our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is more, He provides 

for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of the church, the 

family, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all three by birth. 

 

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing you, bringing you 

up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.  
 

         Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Karl Rovey- krovey@sjshornets.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat  July 11 5:00 p.m. Reagyn Baker  

Sun July 12 7:45 a.m. Max Blechle 

     10:00 a.m. Avori Frazer 

Sat  July 18 5:00 p.m. Jasmine Merideth 

Sun July 19 7:45 a.m. Kinsli McCartney 

     10:00 a.m. Trentin Eggemeyer 

Sat  July 25 5:00 p.m. Jenna Buskhol 

Sun July 26 7:45 a.m. Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m. Zoey Frazer 

 
Note to Acolytes & Parents 

 

The acolyte schedule is set to resume and is included in our 

newsletter. We are encouraging acolytes to return to service 

in worship.  We know some may be ready and others may not 

be ready to return to group gatherings.  For those who do not 

think they should attend yet, we understand.  Please, contact 

the church office to let us know well in advance.  We also 

want you to know that we are making the following adjust-

ments as COVID-19 precautions. 

 

 The acolyte's chair and the pastors' chairs will be spaced 

for social distancing. 

 If you prefer, your child may light the candles and then 

sit with you in the pew during the service, returning only to 

extinguish the candles at the conclusion of the service.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor 

Sims at (414)202-6165. 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat July 4   5:00 p.m. Deb Caraway 

Sun July 5   7:45 a.m.  Mary Loos 

     10:00 a.m.  Mary Stallman 

Sat July 11   5:00 p.m.  Tammy Crawford 

Sun July 12  7:45 a.m.  Dwayne & Susan Schwarz 

      10:00 a.m.  Joby Petrowske 

Sat July 18  5:00 p.m.  Mary Webster 

Sun July 19 7:45 a.m.  Marilyn Duensing 

      10:00 a.m.  Mary Caldwell 

Sat July 25  5:00 p.m.  Marlene Seymour 

Sun July 26 7:45 a.m.  Tammy Grah 

      10:00 a.m.  Karla Klindworth 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

 July 4/5 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

July 11/12 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

July 18/19 Larry McDonough 

July 25/26 Dennis Mott 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat July 4   5:00 p.m. Ken Rowold 

       6:30 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun July 5   7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

Sat July 11  5:00 p.m. Ken Rowold 

              6:30 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun July 12  7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

      10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat July 18  5:00 p.m. Ken Rowold 

             6:30 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun July 19 7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

      10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat July 25  5:00 p.m. Ken Rowold 

            6:30 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sun July 26 7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

July 5 Chris Colvis / Charlie Bargman 

July 12 Mike Welge  Dave verseman 

July 19 Tim Lochhead / Tony Young 

July 26 Dallas Redeker / Bob Platt 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

July 6-11 Brett Klindworth 

July 13-18 Larry McDonough 

July 20-25 Mike Welge 

July 27– Aug 1 Fred Fricke 

 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

July 7 Bev Baker 

July 14 Deb Caraway 

July 21 Reuel Smith 

July 28 Deb Uchtman 

mailto:krovey@sjshornets.com
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Thank you to all the  

volunteers who made the  

radio broadcast 

 possible during this 

 difficult time.  
 

Your help is  

appreciated very much. 
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                                                                                                         Car. R. T. Presort 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

For t_e Lor_ will _ot fo_sake _is pe_ple f_r his _reat _ame's _ake: b_caus_ it ha_h ple_sed t_e Lor_ to 

ma_e you _is pe_ple. M_reov_r as f_r me, G_d for_id th_t I sh_uld s_n aga_nst t_e Lor_ in ce_sing _o 

pra_ for y_u: but _ will _each _ou th_ good _nd th_ righ_ way: O_ly fe_r the _ord, a_d ser_e him _n tru_h 

wit_ all y_ur he_rt: fo_ cons_der h_w gre_t thi_gs he _ath d_ne fo_ you.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 

thine heart: Deuteronomy 6:4-6  

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

Thank you to everyone who recently contributed to the New Facility Fund.  The current total is 

$580,600.51.  With faithful donations, St. John Lutheran School will continue to graduate fu-

ture honor students, competitive athletes, student council officers, successful businessmen 

and women, qualified military leaders, and honest workers-all rooted with Christian principles.  

CAPPERS will not meet in July. 

C a p p e r s  


