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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
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 Opportunities to Give Alms for Lent 
 

What is Almsgiving? 

Often our “giving something up for Lent” only benefits ourselves.  Yet, that was not the original purpose for fast-

ing.  Instead, fasting led to almsgiving.  Almsgiving is the ancient Biblical term for giving to the poor (Isaiah 58:3-

7).  While less true today than in ages past, the preparation and consumption of a meal uses resources of time and 

money.  In addition to reminding us of what Christ gave up for us, fasting frees up the resources used for a meal to 

be given to help others.  We can spend time in service to others or set aside the money we would have used for 

lunch to donate to a local charity.   

 

Lent is a special time.  In prayer, fasting, and almsgiving we are being prepared to receive with joy the gift of 

Christ’s death and resurrection.  We are given a greater dependence on Christ’s heavenly gifts of Word and Sacra-

ment.  We are able to pass more of God’s blessings on to those who are in need to the glory of His name.   

 

As we enter the Season of Lent, St. John is providing opportunities for you to be in prayer and to pass God’s bless-

ing on to those who are in need through almsgiving.  We will be gathering your extra offerings for the following: 

 

St. John’s Food Pantry—We serve not only Chester residents, but also those who come from smaller towns in 

Randolph County as well as a few of Perry and Jackson Counties.  We also offer devotions, Bibles, and 

invitations to VBS, Christmas, and other services. 

 

Lutherans For Life—(LFL) this Recognized Service Organization (RSO) of our Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod (LCMS) offers services for those considering abortion, adoption, suicide, and other life challenges.  

They host regional conferences and publish a quarterly magazine LifeDate and monthly bulletin inserts 

(please take one!) 

 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation—(LHF) has translated Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation into 92 lan-

guages now and continues translating it into more.  They accept donations to publish any of their current 

projects to support LCMS partner churches and Missions in 90 countries and 113 languages. 

 

Chester Area Ministerial Alliance— This is a decades old multi-denominational effort to aid those passing 

through or stranded in Chester.  Some travelers have needed fuel, food, or a place to stay the night before 

moving on in the morning.  Pastor Sims and Pastor Massey will begin attending meetings for this group 

this month to further clarify its purpose and mission. 

 

There are several ways you can give: Look for the canisters in the narthex and insert your cash/check, put an enve-

lope in the offering basket labeled with the desired fund/mission, or bring your donation to the church office.  

Please feel free to take some of the materials to learn about the organization, we will supply more.  If you have any 

questions about them you may ask one of the pastors, leave a message at the office (618) 826-3545, or leave a note 

for the pastors to call you.   

 

The Lord bless and keep you during Lent and always! 

 

Pastor Sims and Pastor Massey 
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Is a Short Term Mission Trip on your bucket list? 

Join members of St. John and help with Vacation Bible School (VBS) in the Dominican Republic (DR) June 6-

13.  Their VBS is like ours with Bible stories, crafts, games, music, and snacks.  Food, lodging, on-field transportation, 

& international medical insurance will be available for the group as well as language interpreters. 

 

The neighborhood of Villa Dura is bursting with children and is home to an open-air community center that is 

available to the DR Lutheran Mission to use, free of charge, for church activities.  Our next meeting is planned for Sun-

day, March 29th, at 1pm, the fifth Sunday in Lent. 

 

After our third meeting, we have individually volunteered (by email) to support the VBS at Villa Dura, East of 

Santiago in the DR.  Erin MacKenzie reports that her leadership circle has approved all St. John, Chester Lutherans who 

volunteer for the Villa Dura VBS through Erin Alter.  Ms. Alter just replied February 27th to start the process.  In the 

mean time, we practice singing and saying the “Padre Nuestro” in Spanish (the Lord’s Prayer). 

 

We also thank all those who gave toward missions in their September 2019 purple-bordered envelopes labeled, 

“Special Mission Offering.”  If we do not use all of this money, I propose that we wait until after our trip June 6-13th to 

decide how we may best support the mission.  We may bring it up at the July voters meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Members to be removed 
Harold Rowold  

 

Members who requested to be removed 
Jeff Ehlers Daudra Kelly  Michelle Pierce  & Abigail  Jared Renner 

 

Missing Members, changed address? 

According to our congregational constitution, if a member’s “whereabouts are unknown and cannot be estab-

lished within a period of one (1) year” we may call off the search for them and continue serving those who are our 

known neighbors.  Please help us find our members! 

September 2019-2020    January 2020-January 2021   March 2020-March 2021 

Michael Downey Jr    David Vieregge    John Knop 

Gianna Gearhart         Dawn Kueker 

Julie Ann Slack        Brent Anthony Lee 

Ashley Wegener        Rachel Ranta 

Mike Zhang        Kristel Rinne 

        Lawrence Shane Rock 

        Angie Smucker 

November 2019-November 2020       Angela Valleroy 

Hunter Downey       Amber Verslle 

Krista Downey        Robert Walker 

Debra Ebers        Leanna Weaver 

Michelle Fortman        Miranda Weinken 

Chelsie Miller        Rayna Williams 

Ben Russell   

Crystal Weaver & Austin    

Debra Welge    
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O u r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2019 to  2/25/20  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $600,820.84      Beginning Balance 7/31/19                $104,213.93 

Year-to-date Expense                    $687,285.91  Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($421,495.46)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($86,465.07)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $471,432.99 

       Current Balance as of   1/27/2020         $ 154,151.46 
 

Average 2020 Attendance per Week     260                      LOC Renewal Fee                                      $90.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 
 We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our attention the sufficiency 

of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It shows us the 

sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and life.  

 

But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the gifts that pertain to our re-

demption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of God, those 

that pertain to this body and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly contentment and 

of outward discipline and training of the body.   

 

This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our flesh but to learn to say no 

to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to practice without putting 

yourself into a compromising situation.  

 

The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to the desires of your 

body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. You have, though, learned some-

thing about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from above in 

order to do it.  

 

There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving to the church and its mission 

during this time. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and stuff. By committing to give more 

to the church, you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content 

with what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. 

But you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh is in leading you instead of you leading it. You’ve learned 

how you need help from above in being content with what God gives.  

 

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:  

 

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and[a] we can-

not take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be con-

tent. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harm-

ful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10) 

 

Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by training our flesh this Lenten 

season.  
 

 
        Taken from lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Vacation Bible School 2020 

 
The fun of Splash Canyon returns to St. John on the evenings of July 8-11.   Continuing where we left off last 

year, Bible stories will be learned through crafts, games, music, and cooking activities.   Three year olds 

through those currently in 6th grade are invited to attend.  Older students are welcome to be helpers and many 

volunteers are needed. 

 

Interested in joining this year?  Call the church office to help make another successful VBS! 

 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Feb 29   5:00 p.m. Jackson Scanlan 

Sun Mar 1   7:45 a.m.  Isac Smith 

      10:00 a.m.  Isaac Sims 

Wed Mar 4  7:00 p.m. Nicholas Collins 

Sat Mar 7    5:00 p.m.  Konner Schroder 

Sun Mar 8   7:45 a.m.  Cole Johnson 

      10:00 a.m.  Alex Williamson 

Wed Mar 11 7:00 p.m. Lucas Thompson 

Sat Mar 14  5:00 p.m.  Hayden Cartwright 

Sun Mar 15 7:45 a.m.  Max Blechle 

      10:00 a.m.  Evan Dunning 

Wed Mar 18 7:00 p.m. Joshua Sims 

Sat Mar 21  5:00 p.m.  Alex Maes 

Sun Mar 22 7:45 a.m.  Noah Homan 

      10:00 a.m.  Hannah Kaempfe 

Wed Mar 25 7:00 p.m. Nick Collins 

Sat Mar 28  5:00 p.m.  Reagyn Baker 

Sun Mar 29 7:45 a.m.  Aden Runge 

      10:00 a.m.  Reed Creason 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Feb 29   5:00 p.m. Shirley Hartmann 

Sun Mar 1   7:45 a.m.  Sarah Schenk 

     10:00 a.m.  Carla Welge 

Sat Mar 7    5:00 p.m.  Karen Miller 

Sun Mar 8   7:45 a.m.  Brenda Pautler 

      10:00 a.m.  Mary Stallman 

Sat Mar 14  5:00 p.m.  Tammy Crawford 

Sun Mar 15 7:45 a.m.  Dorothy Decker 

      10:00 a.m.  Rebekah Hillerman 

Sat Mar 21  5:00 p.m.  Mary Webster 

Sun Mar 22 7:45 a.m.  Connie Gaertner 

      10:00 a.m.  Barb Welge 

Sat Mar 28  5:00 p.m.  Marlene Seymour 

Sun Mar 29 7:45 a.m.  Elaine Kattenbraker 

      10:00 a.m.  Joby Petrowkse 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Feb 29/ Mar 1 Larry McDonough 

Mar 4 Larry McDonough 

Mar 7/8  Dennis Mott 

Mar 11 Dennis Mott 

Mar 14/15 Lisa Meade / Ryan Petrowske 

Mar 18  Ryan Petrowske 

Mar 21/22 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Mar 25 Chris Urquhart 

Mar 28/29 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Feb 29   5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Mar 1   7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

     10:00 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

Wed Mar 4  7:00 p.m. Don Stallman 

Sat Mar 7    5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Mar 8   7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

      10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Wed Mar 11 7:00 p.m. Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat Mar 14  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Mar 15 7:45 a.m.  Gary Duensing 

      10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Wed Mar 18 7:00 p.m. Ron Rathert 

Sat Mar 21  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Mar 22 7:45 a.m.  Dennis Kontz 

      10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Wed Mar 25 7:00 p.m. Dennis Kontz 

Sat Mar 28  5:00 p.m.  Volunteer 

Sun Mar 29 7:45 a.m.  Ron Rathert 

      10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM / online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

 Feb 29  Dr. Allan and Louise Liefer, 

Fen 29, March 14, 28 Ken & Virginia Rowold 

March 1 & Janet Bargman, Karen Hecht 

Mar 8, 22, &29 Richard & Brenda Pautler, Nancy Urquhart 

R a d i o  

 A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Mar 1 & 4 Dallas Redeker /Dave Verseman 

Mar 8 & 11 Amanda Middendorf / Tony Young 

Mar 15 &18 Mardell Granger / Bob Platt 

Mar 22 &25 Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman 

Mar 29 & April 1 Chris Colvis / Dave Verseman 

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

Mar 2-7 Fred Fricke 

Mar 9-14 Brett Klindworth 

Mar 16-21 Larry McDonough 

Mar 23-28 Steve Stallman 

Mar 30– April 4 Mike Welge 

F o o d  

 P a n t r y   

March 3 Larry McDonough 

March 10 Shirley Roth 

March 17 Chris Urquhart 

March 24 Rosemary Oetting 
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

For t_ere i_ one G_d, and _ne me_iato_ betw_en Go_ and m_n, the _an Ch_ist J_sus; W_o 

gav_ hims_lf a r_nsom _or al_, to be _esti_ied i_ due t_me.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; Withal praying also for us, that God would 

open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may 

make it manifest, as I ought to speak. Colossians 4:2-4 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

 

The new total for the New Facility Fund is $563,660.54.  If you have a child or grandchild in our 

school, a family member or neighbor who is thinking about sending children to St. John, or just 

committed to this project, help keep this fund growing.  You can contribute your extra change, money you saved 

using coupons, tax refunds, or a percentage of your earnings.   

  CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, March 8 at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  



 

When the people in the Passion narrative looked at Jesus, what did they 
see? Eyes on Jesus asks us to look at Jesus through various Biblical char-
acter's viewpoints, learning how they saw Jesus. Did they misunderstand 
Him? Did they recognize Him as the Son of God? Using Scripture pas-
sages from the Gospel of Mark, challenge yourself to consider what you 
see when you look at Jesus.  
 

Every Wednesday  
throughout the Season of Lent we will gather  
for... 
 Supper in the Parish Hall  5:00-6:30p.m. 

 Worship Service  7:00p.m. 

 Discussion on “Eyes on Jesus”  7:40-8:00p.m. 


