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Membership, Worship, and Service: 

Keeping the Dots Connected 
Church membership is an increasingly undervalued and difficult to understand aspect of living as a believer in Jesus 

Christ. Many people do not see the connection between being a member of a church, worshiping, and the everyday 

life of the Christian.     
 

 Membership 

As believers we are members of Christ’s one body, the Holy Christian Church (1 Corinthians 12:12-26).  This body of 

Christ is made up of all believers in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit regardless of their denominational status or 

lack thereof.  This mystery does not, however, diminish the importance of local church membership.  Confessional 

groups (often known as synods, conventions, denominations, etc.
1
) and local congregations are important manifesta-

tions of how Christ cares for the members of His body and the way in which those members live lives of service to the 

glory of God.    
 

The Christian life was never meant to be lived in isolation (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:25).  A believer is brought into mem-

bership in a local congregation for the purpose of continued care. This happens first and foremost in worship.   
 

 Worship 

The proclamation of the Gospel in the worship service attends to us in powerful ways.  In the Divine Service Jesus is 

present for us (Matthew 18:19-20).  We are brought into God’s salvation story as it unfolds in and through Christ’s 

ministry, death, and resurrection for our sake (Luke 4:21).  We are admonished and called to repentance.  Our sins are 

forgiven (John 20:22-23).  In Christ’s Word and Sacrament we/sinners are made new (Matthew 26:26-28; 2 Corinthians 

5:17).  In this blessed assurance we pray with and for one another and return an offering of thanksgiving for what God 

has done for us in His Son, Jesus Christ.  Our faith in Christ is strengthened and we are equipped to love and serve one 

another and our neighbor (John 13:34-35).   
 

 Service 

Consider the prayer we often offer after receiving the blessing of Christ’s body and blood: 
 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

Having received the gifts of Christ’s saving love within the local congregation’s worship service, we then serve one an-

other with the sacrificial love of Christ.  And this love does not stop at the doors of the church.  The effects of the Di-

vine Service continue as members leave the local church to live a life of love and service to the benefit of both believ-

ing and unbelieving neighbor alike (Ephesians 2:8-10).   
 

As believers in Jesus you are part of the body of Christ.  Through His Church Jesus gives you all you need to keep the 

dots connected.  I encourage you: Gather with the local body (as the member you are) to receive Christ’s forgiving and 

strengthening gifts in worship.  The love of Christ may flow through you, among His people, and even into the world.  
 

Pastor Tim Sims    

 

1 - In case you are wondering, “non-denominational” is included in this. In reality, this distinction within American Christian-

ity has become a denomination in and of itself.  
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the mira-

cles, the signs and wonders, of Jesus in the world.  
 

And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said He was: He was the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the only-begotten 

Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
 

It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, by what He said 

and by what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  
 

Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s Word. 

It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in word and deed.  
 

As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again, “What good is it, 

my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. … 

Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. … For as the body apart from the spirit is 

dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 
 

Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word only, but also in 

deed and in truth.  
 

In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to God who commanded 

them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith: 
 

“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old Adam and 

makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. 
 

“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly. It 

does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has already done them, and is always at 

the doing of them. 
 

“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works and knows neither 

what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words about faith and good works. 
 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his life on it a thousand 

times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and 

all His creatures. 
 

“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to every-

one, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace. 
 

“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining from fire. 

Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about 

faith and good works, and yet are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the Book of Romans) 
       

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then our faith be made manifest to the 

world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor — in church, in the family, and society — with the works of faith in time, tal-

ents, and treasures. 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship  

L e n t e n  S c h e d u l e  
 

Ash Wednesday March 6 at 7:00 p.m.  Holy Week Daily Mid-day services— April 15-19 
March 13 at 7:00 p.m.     Monday – Friday 12:20-12:40 p.m. 

March 20 at 7:00 p.m.     Maundy Thursday— April 18 
March 27 at 7:00 p.m.     7:00 p.m. Communion Service with symbolic     

April 3 at 7:00 p.m.     Stripping of the Altar 

April 10 at 7:00 p.m.     Good Friday— April 19 
Supper will be served in the Parish Hall.7:00 p.m.  Tenebrae Service with Passion Reading 

      Saturday No Service—April 20 
 

Palm Sunday Weekend—April 13 & 14  Easter Sunday resurrection Services*—April 21 
Saturday 5:00 p.m.     6:00 a.m. Sunrise Celebration Service 

Sunday 7:45 a.m.     7:45 a.m.  Resurrection Service 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. with Junior Confirmation  10:00 a.m.  Resurrection Service  

      * All with Holy Communion  

          Breakfast Served in the Parish Hall 7:00-9:30 a.m. 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  L i b r a r y  N e w s  

Dr. David Menton explains from science and biology the truth of Psalm 139:13-16 in a new video, “Fearfully & Wonderfully 

Made.”  63 minutes of science and theology answers the question of “When does a person begin?”   

The library has received some gifts of children’s books.  Thank You for This Food, Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep, and Thank You 

for This Day.  These little books are perfect bedtime reading for your little ones.    

There are many short books for story time.  If I Should Die, If I Should Live is a great comfort for any child (or adult) who needs 

some reassurance.   

Do you have a DVD player in your car?  There are several 30 & 45 minutes  movies to not only entertain kids, but that also enhance 

the Christian upbringing parents desire.  

The library is in the narthex of the church.  Choose as many items as you want and write your name and the date on the card.  There 

is a small file box for the card. We welcome donations for the library.  Please bring them to the church office so they can be cata-

loged and labeled.   

T H E  S T .  J O H N  F O O D  P A N T R Y  

   St. John and its members provide a food pantry for the residents of the Chester community. God has blessed us with all that we 

have and we want to share our good fortune with others who are not as fortunate.  

 

   Many of you have helped with donations of food and money and we thought that we would provide you with an update on the 

food pantry: 

 

Since 2014, when we started keeping records we have:  

 

    Served approximately 529 families: some only once or twice, others more frequently. 

 

     The total number of visits to the food pantry has increased. In  2014 there were 484 visits, in 2015, 618 

visits, in 2016 there were 827 visits. In 2017 there were 822 visits. In 2018 the number decreased to 477. This 

was a result of reducing the size of the area we served. The total number of visits - 3249. 

 

     The number of bags of food was approximately 12,996. 

 

      The approximate number of pounds of food is 64,980 pounds. 

 

   We thank God for those who help in all facets of this endeavor. 

P r e s c h o o l  R e g i s t r a t i o n   

 
“Children are a gift from the Lord.   They are a real blessing.” 

         Psalm 127:3 

 

It is almost time for Preschool Registration for the 2019-2020 school year.  This registration will take place during 

the week starting Monday, February 25 – March 1, 2019 in the school office.  The 3 year old Preschool class and 

the 4 year-old Preschool class will meet in the morning from 8:15-11:15 a.m.   Both sessions include a daily hot 

lunch.  The hours for the Extended Care/Early Childhood Room will be 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   

 

Mark your calendar because registration will be on a first come, first serve basis.  Class sizes are limited. If you 

have any questions, please call the school office (826-4345). 

 

 May God bless you – and your little blessing from Heaven. 

W e  c e l e b r a t e  b a p t i s m s  a n d   

a d u l t  C o n f i r m a t i o n s / n e w  m e m b e r s  

 f r o m  2 0 1 8 :   

Gage Durham    Liam Allan John Curtis   Hunter James Lloyd  Emerson Grace Stevens   

Teagan Olivia Draves   Andrew Joseph Roth   Colton James Coffey  Peyton June Kimberly Coffey  

Christopher John Koeneman  Saylor Page Lochhead   Lucas Thompson   Zachary Brian Sapaw 

Stacey Coffey    Reuel Smith    Heather McCartney  Candace Taitt    

      Keith Thompson   Christal Thompson   
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Feb 2   5:00 p.m. Camryn Luthy 

Sun Feb 3  7:45 a.m. Noah Homan 

     10:00 a.m.  Joshua Sims 

Sat Feb 9    5:00 p.m. Clayton Kothe 

Sun Feb 10 7:45 a.m. Aden Runge 

     10:00 a.m.  Hanna Kaempfe 

Sat Feb 16  5:00 p.m. Reagyn Baker 

Sun Feb 17 7:45 a.m. Kinsli McCartney 

     10:00 a.m.  Isaac Sims 

Sat  Feb 23 5:00 p.m. Matthew James 

Sun Feb 24 7:45 a.m. Reed Creason 

     10:00 a.m.  Nicholas Coffey 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat Feb 2   5:00 p.m.    Marlene Seymour 

Sun Feb 3   7:45 a.m.   Linda Sympson 

     10:00 a.m.   Shirley Roth 

Sat Feb 9   5:00 p.m.    Karen Surman 

Sun Feb 10 7:45 a.m.   Janet Bargman 

     10:00 a.m.   Donna Young 

Sat Feb 16 5:00 p.m.    Mardell Granger 

Sun Feb 17 7:45 a.m.   Anne Ebers 

     10:00 a.m.   Louise Liefer 

Sat  Feb 23 5:00 p.m.  Vicki Search 

Sun Feb 24 7:45 a.m.  Dwayne & Susan Schwarz 

     10:00 a.m.  Kathy Sprengel 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

Feb 2/3  Larry McDonough 

Feb  9/10 Lisa Meade/ Ryan Petrowske 

Feb 16/17  Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

Feb 23/24 Lisa Meade / Gary Kelkhoff 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat Feb 2    5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Feb 3   7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

Sat Feb 9    5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Feb 10 7:45 a.m. Gary Duensing 

     10:00 a.m.  Don Stallman 

Sat Feb 16  5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Feb 17 7:45 a.m. Dennis Kontz 

     10:00 a.m.  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat  Feb 23 5:00 p.m. Volunteer 

Sun Feb 24 7:45 a.m. Ron Rathert 

     10:00 a.m.  Rick Casten 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM  

online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

 

Feb 2 & 16 Wanda Dethrow, Jim & Rosemary Oetting 

Feb 3 & 17 Carolyn Colvis, Wanda Dethrow 

Feb 10 & 24 Pam Sheely, Larry and Imogene McDonough

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Sun Feb 3    Amanda Middendorf / Bob Platt 

Sun Feb 10   Mardell Granger / Tony Young 

Sun Feb 17   Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman 

Sun Feb 24   Chris Colvis / Lynn Rickenberg 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

Jan 28– Feb 2 Brett Klindworth 

Feb 4– 9 Steve Stallman 

Feb 7-16 Larry McDonough 

Feb 18-23 Fred Fricke 

Feb 25-March 2 Brett Klindworth 

O u r  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2018 to  1/28/19  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $539,135.47        Beginning Balance 7/31/18                $104,076.27 

Year-to-date Expense                    $881,935.67      Paid on Debt year-to-date                 ($318,235.36)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($342,800.20)  Borrowed year-to-date                       $304,511.22 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                      $80.00  
  

Average 2019 Attendance per Week   154                   Current Balance as of   1/28/19             $90,432.13 
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

God _s ou_ ref_ge a_d st_eng_h, a v_ry p_ese_t he_p in _rou_le. T_ere_ore _ill _ot w_ fea_, 

tho_gh t_e ea_th b_ rem_ved, _nd t_oug_ the _oun_ain_ be c_rri_d in_o th_ mid_t of _he s_a;  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:    

Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die: remove far from me vanity and lies; 

give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: lest I be full, and deny thee, and 

say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain. Proverbs 30:7-9 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

The current balance in the New Facility account is $561,707.00.  Please consider a gift to this fund to honor a special 

person in your life. Maybe your family does something special for Lent.  Why not collect the change 

in your pockets at the end of the day and send this in?  If you are getting a tax refund, why not donate 

it here?  Even if you don't have children enrolled at St. John, help assure that we provide a quality 

Christian education to the children in Chester for many years ahead.   

 CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, February 10  at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  

P i c t u r e  D i r e c t o r y  U p d a t e  

We have sent in our 2nd proof of the directory. There were a number of updates and corrections so we have requested a 

3rd proof.  


