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Living Generously in Christ 
In a recent youth Bible study, we considered why we have been saved from sin by God through His Son, Je-

sus.  That discussion and other events that took place that same weekend— the Good News of Jesus being 

shared with children at our vacation Bible School, over 600 pairs of shoes donated, and a member of our 

church standing up and giving public testimony to the blessing of first-fruits giving (Deuteronomy 26:1-11 & 

1 Corinthians 16:2)—all contributed to a greater understanding of who we are and what we do as members 

of the body of Christ.   

 

“God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever  

believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Why has God saved us through the sacrifice of Jesus?  He loves us!  He knows we deserve the judgment of 

death but he wants eternal life for us.  God loves you and Jesus generously gives himself up that you may 

have forgiveness and life in His name 

 

Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh,  

“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go,  

that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’”  Exodus 5:1 

 

Why has God saved us?  God has saved us so that we may worship Him.  In Christian worship, Jesus comes 

and generously gives forgiveness, life and salvation through His gifts of Word and Sacrament.  This 

strengthens our faith and sends us with a spirit of thanksgiving for God’s generosity toward us in Jesus.   

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this  

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,  

so that no one may boast.  For we are his workmanship,  

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,  

that we should walk in them.”   Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

Why has God saved us? One of our youth responded boldly, “To live generously!” (To the best of my 

knowledge neither she, nor her parents have a direct affiliation with Thrivent. ) Yes.  God has generously 

saved us in Jesus so that we may pass His love on to others!   

 

This happens when we are moved by the Holy Spirit to share the Good News of Jesus with someone who 

desperately needs it (1 Peter 3:15).  It happens as we forgive others as we have been forgiven (Colossians 

3:13).  It happens at our Food Pantry and as we donate and collect shoes to help people who need water 

(Matthew 25:35).  It happens as we dig into our own wallets to generously support St. John Lutheran Church 

and School and other entities which continue to work in the mission of Christ (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).   

 

In Jesus Christ—receiving and giving—we live generously!   

 

       Pastor Tim A. Sims 
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School Begins 
 

St. John Lutheran School will host an Open House for the upcoming 2018-2019 

school year on Tuesday, August 14th from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Parents and students 

are invited to bring school supplies, visit the classroom and teacher.     

 

The first day of school will be Wednesday, August 15.  There is an early dis-

missal at 1:30 pm with bus service. 

 

 

O u r  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2017 to  7/24/18  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $1,068,030.50         Beginning Balance 7/31/17             $214,603.08 

Year-to-date Expense                    $1,814,926.47          Paid on Debt year-to-date              ($645,109.09)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($746,895.97)  Borrowed year-to-date                    $524,040.00 

       LOC Renewal Fee                                   $80.00  
  

Average 2018 Attendance per Week  242  Current Balance as of   7/24/18       $93,613.99  

B i k e  M S  

Pastor Landskroener plans to ride in Bike MS again this year -- September 8-9. Again, he plans to ride 100 each day. If 

you would like to support him with a donation, please click on the following link: 

 

http://main.nationalmssociety.org/goto/Tim_Landskroener 

 

If you don't want to donate electronically, you can send a check made out to the National MS Society to me at 6923 

Alabama Ave.  Saint Louis, MO  63111.  

 

I'd like to receive donations by September 1, if possible. Of course donations will be welcome after that day as well. 

 

Thank you again for everything. God bless you always. 

 

Pastor Landskroener 

http://main.nationalmssociety.org/goto/Tim_Landskroener
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St. John Vacation Bible School was a success! 

 
 The “Victory was Won” at the successful 2018 Vacation Bible School at St. John Lutheran Church in Chester!  

Almost 60 students attended the 3-day event held July 11, 12 and 13.  The students, from age 3 through grade 6, were di-

vided by age groups and participated in four stations each evening.  The theme for VBS was “Mighty Fortress: In Jesus 

the Victory is Won”. 

 

 At each station, the students participated in an activity related to the Bible story and Bible verse of the day.  The 

Bible stories included Jesus entering Jerusalem, Jesus is our Savior King, and the Pentecost story.  In the music station, 

theme-inspired, high-energy tunes delivered the message of God’s victory in Christ.  Children sang the daily Bible verse 

song and familiar children’s hymns with actions.  The games station was a fortress full of energy as students walked on 

stilts to “cross the moat”; raced for the “crown”; and attempted to catapult a Fortress wall.  

 

The craft station provided multilevel activities and gave a hands-on way to explore each lesson.  The students 

created sand art crosses, decorated crowns with jewels, made “Victory in Jesus” bracelets, decorated windchimes and 

decorated plastic cups with lids.  

  

Students feasted on yummy snacks they created to match daily lessons at the cooking station.  They enjoyed mak-

ing a “road to Jerusalem” with graham crackers, pudding and fruit; a “crown” decorated with assorted vegetables; and 

cupcakes decorated with “flames” on top from colored sprinkles and marshmallows.  What a delicious way to reinforce 

the daily Bible messages! 

 

Each evening the entire group participated in closing devotions led by Pastor Tim Sims in the church.  An elabo-

rate castle set the stage for the “Mighty Fortress”, props were related to the theme, and adult volunteers wore costumes.  

Attendance prizes were awarded each evening including coupons for free items.  These were donated by Little Rascal’s 

Diner, Chester Video, Jodie’s Farmhouse, Subway, Hardees, Dominoes and Casey’s. 

 

 Students performed a Vacation Bible School action song at St. John’s Saturday evening worship service and an-

swered questions related to the VBS Bible stories.  Following the service, a light lunch social was held in the Parish Hall 

featuring hot dogs, chili sauce, nachos with cheese, chips, ice cream, tasty toppings, cookies, brownies and beverages.  

 

 VBS Directors were Jill Arbeiter and Mary Caldwell.  Volunteers included:  Carolyn Gray, Shawnell Madison, 

Lisa Meade, Morgan Bendorf, Lauren Welge,  Alyse Bollman, Linda Lang, Heather McCartney, Keri Sims, Joni Fisher, 

Jenna Bierman, Tori Homan, Sue Abraham, Avery Runge, Rosemary Oetting, Sandy Colvis, Ally Rowold, Myrna Camp-

bell, Carol Kaempfe, Stacey Coffey, Addie Blechle, Ryn Petrowske, Charlie Bargman, Clayton Irose, Gage Hasemeyer, 

Brandon Whitley, Cody Bendorf, Carolyn Schwent, Karen and Mike Miller, Pastor Timothy Sims.  Food items were do-

nated by Gilster Mary Lee through Linda Rowold, Carolyn Colvis, Carolyn Schwent, Ann McGuire, Mildred Amschler 

and Rosemary Oetting. 

  

 Sincere 

thanks to all the stu-

dents, volunteers, 

teachers, helpers, 

and generous local 

businesses.  The 

“Mighty Fortress” 

was successful and 

the “Victory was 

Won” at St. John 

Vacation Bible 

School.  
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St. John Lutheran Vacation Bible School Service Project 

 
 The VBS students in grades 4, 5 and 6 took part in the “Mighty Fortress Victory” activities and also worked on a 

service project to achieve another “Victory”.  The students worked to haul, sort, match, bag and load over 600 pairs of 

shoes for a very worthy cause.  The shoes had been donated to St. John Lutheran Church for the “Shoes for Water” pro-

ject.   

 

 Mr. Vic Hamer of Sparta took the donated shoes to a facility that purchases used shoes.  The money he receives 

from the shoes is donated to the “Give Me Water, Lord” project.  These funds are then used to drill wells in Kenya.  Mr. 

Hamer has actually travelled to Kenya to assist in a well drilling project and view the areas in need of the lifesaving water 

sources. 

 

 St. John Lutheran Church is proud of the VBS students who participated in this service project.  The children car-

ried out the “Mighty Fortress” theme showing that “Jesus came to save” and “The Victory Continues”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Truckload of shoes:  St. John Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School students display the truckload of shoes.  L to R:  

Joni Fisher, Hannah Kaempfe, Kinsli McCartney, Keri Sims, Isaac Sims, Mr. Vic Hammer, Josh Sims, Lucas Thompson, 

Pastor Timothy Sims. 

Picture Directory 
 

 We are getting ready to book appointment times for the new church directory. To book an appointment stop by the ap-

pointment table in the back of church, click the link on the church website www.stjohnchester.com, or stop by the church 

office and Kelly will assist you. 

 

Pictures taken in the Parish Hall 

Tuesday, August 21 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, August 22 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Thursday, August 23 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday, August 24 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, August 25 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Pictures taken in the church 

Thursday, September 27 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday, September 28 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, September 29 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

http://www.stjohnchester.com
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving 

account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of 

gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). 

 

And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of 

her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made 

her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power 

of the devil, who called her by the Gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to 

do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she 

had. 

 

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to 

give small gifts it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. 

 

We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true 

faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts 

because we are not content with what God has already given. 

 

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We are adopted sons of the free 

woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in 

Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that 

done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands. 

 

So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 

 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 

8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7). 

 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generos-

ity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without 

care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, without resources for the poor 

and needy – in short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. 

 

For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor 

(Matt. 22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us. 

 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers 

spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your 

neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church. 

 

Taken from lcms.org/stewardship  

B a c k  t o  s c h o o l  r u m m a g e  s a l e ,  

c o f f e e c a k e ,  a n d  b a k e  s a l e  

LWML’s “Back to School” rummage sale, coffeecake and bake sale will be held on Friday, August 10 from 1:00 

p.m. till 6:00 p.m. and on Saturday, August 11 from 8:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. Donations for the sale may be brought 

to the Parish Hall August 7, 8,and 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. We will be baking coffeecakes and we are also ask-

ing for baked goods for the sale. Bring them to the Parish Hall Friday before the sale starts. A lot of help is needed set-

ting up, pricing, also bagging up everything after the sale. We will be having lunch together on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday the main dish will be furnished. Bring something to share. Any questions call Shirley Roth           

 826-3366 or Edna Neislein 826-3367.     

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Sat Aug 4     5:00 pm  Jordan Merideth 

Sun Aug 5    7:45 am  Nick Coffey 

      10:00 am  Connor Mott 

Sat Aug 11   5:00 pm  Jesse Heath 

Sun  Aug 12 7:45 am  Noah Homan 

                   10:00 am  Sydney Collins 

Sat Aug 18   5:00 pm Alex Maes 

Sun Aug 19  7:45 am Clayton Kothe 

                   10:00 am Gage Hasemeyer 

Sat Aug 25   5:00 pm Kinsi McCartney 

Sun Aug 26  7:45 am Landon Hornbostel 

        10:00 am Kylie Fortner 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  August 4    5:00 pm  Marlene Seymour 

Sun August 5    7:45 am  Janet Bargman 

                   10:00 am  Shirley Roth 

Sat August 11   5:00 pm  Karen Surman 

Sun August 12  7:45 am  Anne Ebers 

                        10:00 am  Donna Young 

Sat August 18   5:00 pm  Mardell Granger 

Sun August 19  7:45 am  Myra Biggs 

             10:00 am  Louise Liefer 

Sat August 25  5:00 pm  Marian Knop 

Sun August 26 7:45 am Sue Abraham 

              10:00 am  Kathy Sprengel 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

August 4/5  Lisa Meade / Larry McDonough 

August 11/12  Dennis Mott 

August 18/19  Lisa Meade /Ryan Petrowske 

August 25/26   Ron Cushman/ Chris Urquhart 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat  August 4   5:00 pm  Volunteer 

Sun August 5   7:45 am  Gary Duensing 

                  10:00 am  Don Stallman 

Sat August 11  5:00 pm  Volunteer 

Sun August 12 7:45 am  Dennis Kontz 

                       10:00 am  Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat August 18  5:00 pm  Volunteer 

Sun August 19 7:45 am  Ron Rathert 

             10:00 am  Rick Casten 

Sat August 25  5:00 pm  Volunteer 

Sun August 26 7:45 am  Gary Duensing 

              10:00 am  Don Stallman 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 5:00 p.m.,  Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM  

online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

August 4 & 18 Tammy Crawford  

August 5 & 19  Myra Biggs, Lori Holcomb 

August 12 & 26  Sandy Colvis & Carolyn Colvis, Steve and Donna Young 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

August 5 Chris Urquhart / Bob Platt 

August 12 Chris Colvis / Tony Young 

August 19 Mike Welge / Charlie Bargman 

August 26 Tim Lochhead / Lynn Rickenberg 

A l u m i n u m  

C a n s  

July 30 – Aug 4 Larry McDonough 

Aug 6-11 Gary Knop 

Aug 13-18 Mike Welge 

Aug 20-25 Brett Klindworth 

Aug 27– Sept 1 Fred Fricke 
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

T_e _t_n_ w_i_h _h_ b_i_d_r_ r_f_s_d _s _e_o_e _h_ h_a_ s_o_e _f _h_ c_r_e_. T_i_ i_ t_e _o_d'_ 

d_i_g; _t _s _a_v_l_u_ i_ o_r _y_s. _h_s _s _h_ d_y _h_c_ t_e _o_d _a_h _a_e; _e _i_l _e_o_c_ a_d _e 

_l_d _n _t.  
 

Answer to last month’s Bible Treasure Hunt:   I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 

where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I 

can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Philippians 4:12-13 
 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

We hear of new public schools being built in some Southern Illinois communities.  State-of-the-art facilities don't necessarily indi-

cate a top notch education like we offer here at St. John.  However, a new building would attract some families who are riding the 

fence on where to send their children.  Help make the new facility a reality by sending in a gift this week.  The total in the New 

Facility account is $548,986.10. This is for our school, our town, our Christian outreach.  

   CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, August 12 at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  

August 


