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S T .  J O H N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Epistle 
April  Volume 2018 Issue  4 

Easter:  

It’s all been leading up to this! 
 

(Readers are encouraged to check out Mark 10:33-34 &16:6.) 

 

Christians teach their children about Jesus.  We teach our children to pray in His name.  Many 

choose to send their children to Christian schools to reinforce the faith they are learning at home.  

We gather on a regular basis to worship God Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and receive the gifts Je-

sus gives in Word and Sacrament.   

 

We may sometimes wonder, “What’s the point of all this?”  “What’s the goal?”  Knowing right 

from wrong, according to God, is certainly important.  In this we learn what is good for us, what is 

good for our neighbor, and that which gives glory to God.  We are also shown where we have 

failed and have not lived up to His standards.  The Holy Spirit leads us to contrition and repen-

tance.  Our sins forgiven, we give praise to Jesus.  We rejoice in Jesus’ salvation even as we en-

dure the trials of life in this fallen world.  When death comes, we are comforted by Jesus’ promise 

of eternal life.  Forgiveness: That’s the point!  Eternal life: That’s the goal!   

 

Holy Week reminds us of this.  Jesus is accused, endures the punishment of the fallen world, dies, 

and rises from death to live forever!  As we recall Jesus’ excruciating trials of that first Holy Week, 

find comfort in knowing that Jesus reaches His goal for our sake.  On Easter Sunday, rejoice! It’s 

all been leading up to this: “He’s risen.” Jesus had His Easter and we will too.  

 

Pastor Tim Sims 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

New Member Study begins the first Sunday after Easter… 
 

“Who Are We?” 
Teachings of the Christian Faith  

as Confessed in the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

Interested in joining St. John?  Come!   
 

Not interested in joining but simply want a better understanding of what Lutherans believe and 

practice?  You’re invited too.  There is no obligation to join.   
 

All are invited beginning Sunday April 8
th

, 9:-945am at St. John Chester.   
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Voter’s Meeting Minutes 
January 21, 2018|11.04 A.M. | Don Stallman, was absent, the meeting was called to order by David Rowold 

 

Pastor Sims opened with Devotion, 

Philippians 2:1-4-Prayer 

 

In Attendance 

40 members of the congregation were present 

 

Approval of Minutes 
The Meeting Minutes from November 19, 2017 Read and changes approved, 1st motion from Mr. David Rowold and 

2nd by Valerie Blechle, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Youth Report: 

Dori Smith reported the Homework Gatherings have begun. The Youth Event Social Meaning Presentation by Taylor 

Dunning was informative, the Youth Group has expressed interest in creating their own Twitter account. The Christ-

mas party was well received, the youth enjoyed Pastor Massey, they are inviting others within the church community 

to participate in upcoming events. The Youth Group is discussing Lent Suppers. Thank you, to everyone who visited 

Santa's Cottage. 

 

Board of Education Report:  
Valerie Blechle. Kindles were delivered to Kindergarten through 4th grades. Lutheran Schools week is January 22-26, 

the students placed 8th, in Science at the High School.  Trustees and the Board of Education are working together to 

create and update new policies. 

 

She further thanked Mrs. Wendy Lochhead for her services as principal and teacher as needed.  

 

Board of Elders Report: 

 

Randy Campbell, stated that the Name Removals from our Congregational Rolls will need a vote. New Business vot-

ing will make the removals official. 

 

Security has been discussed with the Board of Trustees who are seeking information on the costs for installation of 

Panic Doors for the 2-side entrance and back doors to the church. AED pads need replaced and have been approved 

by the Board of Trustees. 

 

Randy Campbell also requested feedback for the Saturday night service time change proposal. At this time February 

3rd, 2018 will start the Saturday evening Service being held at 5:00 p.m. This service time will continue for 2 weeks 

into March 2018. At that time the Elders will assess.  Services will be held in the Parish Hall until flooring installation 

is completed. 

 

Pastor Massey and the Board of Elders are working together for a plan on the needed Elders Visits. 

New flooring in the Sanctuary of the Church will be installed next week. To protect the new flooring, Randy Camp-

bell suggested no food or drinks would be allowed past inner entrance doors which was met with a lot of discussion 

from the assembly. Stephen Platt pointed out the food and drink in the outer entrance area to the Sanctuary of the 

Church was set up for those who come to early bible study and are waiting for 10:00 services to begin, he further sug-

gested a possible survey or further discussion was needed prior to posting signage regarding this matter and possible 

discontinuance of this service. 
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   Trustee Report: 

Sealing of the Church exterior will need funds in place by the Spring of 2018. School fire alarm repairs have been 

made, however a follow-up will be made. Air conditioning in the school was repaired but began to freeze up again, 

as previously stated the condenser unit will need new refrigerant that will be $120.00 per pound or a new condenser 

unit or perhaps a new unit. New carpet in basement of the school has been completed. 

 A call for more congregational giving to help offset the budget shortfall is needed 

 General Accounts and the accounting system is still being adjusted at this time. 

 More discussion on the accounting and bookkeeping changes was moved to New Business 

 A request for volunteers for church pew removal and replacing them after new flooring is installed was 

made by the Trustees 

 The Retailer’s Tax is being reviewed 

 Vinyl wood planking will be used and B T Flooring will be the installer, there are some samples here to see. 

Treasurers Report:  

As previously stated in the old business, minute changes were accepted with a typo change, 1st motion from Chris 

Urquhart and 2nd by unknown member, motion carried unanimously to accept with changes. 

 

David Bargman- Pointed out that the New Financial Report doesn’t have accounts listed at this time: 

Chester National Bank has the Church Line of Credit for Expenses 

Buena Vista Bank has the Church line of credit account and the checking account 

The Oct 20th, 2017 Audit Committee reports were in order 

 

Stewardship Committee Report:  

Visitation has restarted within our community. Pastor Massey is discussing with this committee and the Board of 

Elders about joining their contact lists of congregation members. Pastor further announced that a meeting on the 2nd 

Saturday of the month will be held for Visitation Volunteers. 

 

Cemetery Report: 

New grave digging bids have been received by the Board of Trustees, Gary Eggemeyer announced. 

 

Constitution Report: 

None, possibly resuming after Easter, per Pastor Sims. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Lent and Holy Week programs are in the planning stages, well as Easter Services. 

 

Pastor Sims reminded the voters in attendance that Lent is a historical season of prayer, fasting , and almsgiving. He 

further suggested that the Lent Super be divided among several groups to help the Youth Group. Lent Service sug-

gested during Children’s lunches or a possibility there of.  A suggestion was made to have midday Lent services 

with a lunch with the school children. 

 

Pastor Massey was working on Lent motifs on water and trees. He announced “Higher Things” was offering a dis-

count for the winner of a scholarship contest; a Youth Group Essay with a 355.00 value. The conference will be held 

July 10-13th, 2018, this essay is 500 words and will defray costs for the costs to attend the conference. “Higher 

Things”, essay consists of Hymnal and worship words and or quotes. The conference will be held at Southern Illi-

nois University Carbondale, IL Adults can purchase a one day pass to attend the conference. 

 

Pastor Sims spoke on continuing in phases 2-3 of the visitation of “missing” members. Pastor Massey gave a brief 

status update on the collection of data and continued visits. 

 

Pastor Sims spoke about the upcoming Junior Confirmation. 

Pastor Sims reiterated that he is open to reconvening the Constitution Committee after Easter. 

 

Old Business: 

None 
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  New Business: 

Gary Eggemeyer, listened as Brenda Owens, asked where the funds to pay down the debt had come from and  if the 

trustees had consulted a CPA or accountant who specialized in non-profit agencies prior to restructuring the ac-

counts. Trustees will continue discussions on the accounts of the church.  

 

Shirley Roth reminded others that giving to our church is not limited to one account, that members of the congrega-

tion and others should consider the giving as a gift to the whole church. Verna Myrna Campbell moved for the dis-

cussion to be tabled for another time. Rebekah Hillerman, made the 2nd motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Valerie Blechle informed the congregation that Wendy Lochhead sent a letter to the Board of Education withdraw-

ing from her position as the current school principal to return to teach as 1st grade teacher. Brenda Owens, made 

motion to accept her resignation and Mr. Tim Lochhead made the 2nd motion. Voters accepted unanimously. Mo-

tion carried. 

 

Board of Education will begin the process of calling a new qualified principal and present their findings for a vote. 

 

Official Acts: 

Ratified 

 

Meeting Adjournment: 

Pastor Sims closed in prayer. Pastor Sims thanked Mrs. Lochhead for her service and called her a “jewel of a 

teacher” and is happy that she will continue to serve as the first grade teacher at St. John. He then closed the assem-

bly in prayer. 

Spring Registration 
 
 On Wednesday, April 25th, St. John Lutheran School will have their Spring registration for the 2018-2019 

school year.  Parents of all students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 may register their children at this time.  Registra-

tion will be held in the school office from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. 

 

 At the time of registration, parents are asked to pay the registration fees per child and one month’s tuition. 

 

 St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privi-

leges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It 

does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and scholarships, athletic and other school-

administered programs. 

 

 For further information, please call the school office at 826-4345. 

 

 
TIME FOR KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 

 
Kindergarten screening for the children planning to attend St. John Lutheran School for the 2018-2019 school year will 

be held on Tuesday, April 10, from 4:00 – 7:30 p.m. and Wednesday, April 11, from 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.   Please call 

the school office at 826-4345 to make an appointment.  Children planning on attending Kindergarten should reach the 

age of five on or before September 1, 2018. 

 

The Kindergarten program at St. John Lutheran School strives to educate the whole child.  To enhance cognitive 

growth, our program includes math readiness, graphing, charting, phonics, and reading readiness activities, songs, fin-

ger-plays, body movement songs, as well as fine motor growth which includes cutting, painting, writing, gluing, print-

ing, and drawing.  To foster emotional growth and character development, we teach about Jesus and the love He holds 

for His children.  Our curriculum and schedule is built from the foundation of Jesus’ love for young children. 

 

St. John admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origins and does not discriminate on the same basis. 



 5 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

Feet Washing?? 

Preschool and kindergarten students are welcome to join us in Sunday School from 9-9:45 as we learn more about 

Adam and Eve and other stories from Genesis.  Grades 1-8 will study The Temptation of Jesus in March and The Last 

Supper in April.  There might be some foot washing!  Remember, we won't meet on Easter Sunday. 

E l e c t r o n i c  N e w s l e t t e r  

Did you know that the church offers the monthly newsletter electronically? This is a great way to the help the church 

save money. If you would like to sign up please email Kelly at secretary@stjohnchester.com.  

Hear ye, hear ye!   
The date for Vacation Bible School has been set!  Last year we had almost twice as many students as the 

year  before, so we will continue the evening format.  Dates are July 11-13 from 6-8:30p.m.  The closing 

worship service will be that Sat. evening, July 14 at 6:30p.m. 

We hope all the volunteers from last year will return and that more will be available.  Call the church office 

for more info, or Jill Arbeiter at 615-5166. 

Tell all your friends! 

O u r  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  Y e a r - t o - D a t e  

 F i n a n c i a l  S t a t u s   

  

Cash Flow from 7/31/2017 to  3/21/2018  Money owed on Line of Credit 

Year-to-date Income                      $684,754.23          Beginning Balance 7/31/17             $214,603.08 

Year-to-date Expense                    $1,195,150.56             Paid on Debt year-to-date                ($358,081.28)  

Difference (Income - Expense)     ($510,396.33)  Borrowed year-to-date                    $277,940.00 

       LOC Renewal Fee                            $80.00  
  

Average 2018 Attendance per Week   226              Current Balance as of   3/21/18       $ 125,773.72 

   

P a y i n g  i t  f o r w a r d  

 

Dear St. John community, 

Some congregation members have asked about “paying it forward” for tuition payments for some of 

our school families.  We know the importance, need, and value of a Christian education, especially in 

today’s world.   If God has touched your heart with the possibility of helping a family at our school 

with this type of gift, please call our school office (#826-4345) to make arrangements.  It is such a 

blessing for our families. 

 

May God bless you for your consideration and for your kindness, 

Mrs. Wendy Lochhead 

9  t o  5  t h e  M u s i c a l   

It’s that time again to start thinking about our summer trip to the McLeod Theatre in Carbondale. This year we will be 
going to see 9 to 5 the Musical best known for the movie roles played by Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin. 
The plot centers around three working women who live out their fantasies of getting even with, and their overthrow of, 
the company's autocratic, "sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot" boss. Our trip is planned for the 2 PM show on 
Sunday, June 24. Ticket prices will be Adults $30, Students $14, Children $10. Please drop off your check made pay-
able to “St. John Lutheran Church” at the church office no later than May 1 so we can get the best seats available. We 
will be leaving about 12:30 P.M. from the church office parking lot and stopping for our evening meal on the way home. 
Call 774-2936 if you have any questions. We will need drivers.                                         ---Mary Stallman 
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S t e w a r d s h i p  c o r n e r  

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our savior. His atoning sacrifice is the firstfruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to 
His Father – and ours – so that His perfect life and death count for all who believe in Him.  
 
He claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and 
Blood. As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which He makes 
known to us in His Word.  
 
By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He does not lie and always keeps His promises. For 
“without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).  
 
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be 
filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10).  
 
How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving it generously to those whom the Lord 
has called us to love and support: your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that in so doing, you will never 
lack. 
  
I can almost hear it now: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” But our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the New Tes-
tament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents, “For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 
abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  
 
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, 
and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, 
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is 
your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  
 
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 
  
We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the guys 
on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God does reward temporal faithful-
ness in temporal matters with temporal blessings.  
 
It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace, His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages just quoted do in 
fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against this that 
we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings. 
  
But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and generously. In 
fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until 
there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 
  
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving with 
more receiving. For “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us 
all things” (Rom. 8:32)? 
 

 

 Taken from lcms.org/stewardship  

L W M L  P l a n t  S a l e  

The LWML ladies will be selling beautiful flowering plants in April. A wide variety of flowers in hanging 

baskets, bedding plants, and vegetables will be available. Please watch the bulletin for more details. 

http://www.lcms.org/stewardship
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C h u r c h  E - m a i l  

Rev. Timothy Sims- timoteosims@hotmail.com 

Rev. Justin Massey- Justin.Massey@ctsfw.edu 

Kelly Walls— secretary@stjohnchester.com 

Tammy Crawford– nurse@stjohnchester.com 

A c o l y t e s  

Easter Sun April 1  6:00 am + Jasmine Merideth, Jordan Merideth 

Sun April 1  7:45 am  + Emily Mehrer, Aden Runge 

          10:00 am   + Zoey Frazer, Hanna Kaempfe 

Sat April 7    6:30 pm Jordan Buskohl  

Sun April 8   7:45 am Noah Homan 

         10:00 am Camryn Luthy 

Sat April 14  6:30 pm Cole Johnson 

Sun April 15 7:45 am Nick Coffey 

          10:00 am   Connor Mott 

Sat April 21  6:30 pm Jasmine Merideth 

Sun April 22 7:45 am Clayton Kothe 

           10:00 am   Sydney Collins 

Sat April 28  6:30 pm Jesse Heath 

Sun April 29 7:45 am Jordan Buskohl 

          10:00 am   Gage Hasemeyer 

G r e e t e r s  

Sat April 1   6:00 am Collette Powley 

        7:45 am Sarah Schenk 

         10:00 am  Shirley Roth 

Sat  April 7  6:30 pm  Tammy Crawford 

Sun April 8  7:45 am  Brenda Pautler 

             10:00 am Donna Young 

Sat April 14 6:30 pm Mary Webster 

Sun April 15 7:45 am Dorothy Decker 

                  10:00 am Louise Liefer 

Sat April 21 6:30 pm Marlene Seymour 

Sun April 22 7:45 am Myra Biggs 

        10:00 am Kathy Sprengel 

Sat April 28  6:30 pm Karen Surman 

Sun April 29  7:45 am Barb Fricke 

           10:00 am  Carla Welge 

W e e k e n d   

J a n i t o r s  

April Easter 1 Ryan  Petrwoske 

April 7/8 Ron Cushman / Chris Urquhart 

April 14/15   ______     / Gary Kelkhoff 

April 21/22    ______   / Larry McDonough 

April 28/29 Dennis Mott 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

Sat April 1    6:00 am Rick Casten 

          7:45 am Dennis Kontz 

           10:00 am  Don Stallman 

Sat  April 7   6:30 pm  Volunteer 

Sun April 8   7:45 am  Gary Duensing 

               10:00 am Gary Eggemeyer 

Sat April 14  6:30 pm Volunteer 

Sun April 15 7:45 am Ron Rathert 

                    10:00 am Rick Casten 

Sat April 21  6:30 pm Volunteer 

Sun April 22 7:45 am Gary Duensing 

        1 0:00 am Don Stallman 

Sat April 28 6:30 pm Volunteer 

Sun April 29  7:45 am Dennis Kontz 

           10:00 am  Gary Eggemeyer 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s   

Saturday 6:30 p.m.,  Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KSGM 980 AM  

online at ksgm980.com  

A l t a r  G u i l d  

April 1  Easter  Wanda Dethrow, Sandy Colvis & Carolyn Colvis, Steve 

and Donna Young 

April 7 & 21 Tammy Crawford 

April 8 & 22  Myra Biggs, Lori Holcomb 

April 15 & 29  Sandy Colvis & Carolyn Colvis, Steve and Donna Young 

R a d i o  A n n o u n c e r &  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

April 1 Mike Welge / Charlie Bargman 

April 8 Dallas Redeker / Lynn Rickenberg 

April 15 Amanda Middendorf / Bob Platt 

April 22 Mardell Granger / Tony Young 

April 29 Chris Urquhart / Charlie Bargman  

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

April 2-7 Fred Fricke 

April 9-14 Larry McDonugh 

April 16-21 Gary Knop 

April 23-28 Mike Welge 

April 30-May 5 Larry McDonough 
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Return Service Requested 

                                               JESUS LOVES: 
 

      B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

  

Bible Incomplete: Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.  

A_d _ v_s_o_ a_p_a_e_ t_ P_u_ i_ t_e _i_h_; T_e_e _t_o_ a _a_ o_ M_c_d_n_a, _n_ p_a_e_ 

h_m, _a_i_g, _o_e _v_r _n_o _a_e_o_i_, a_d _e_p _s. _n_ a_t_r _e _a_ s_e_ t_e _i_i_n, 

_m_e_i_t_l_ w_ e_d_a_o_e_ t_ g_ i_t_ M_c_d_n_a, _s_u_e_l_ g_t_e_i_g _h_t _h_ L_r_ h_d 

_a_l_d _s _o_ t_ p_e_c_ t_e _o_p_l _n_o _h_m.  
 
A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  

H u n t :     

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoreth him hath mercy on the poor. 

Proverbs 14:31  

April 

N e w  F a c i l i t y   

  The current total in the New Facility Fund is up to $547,539.92.  The money is earning interest and with the support of 

families who want to see this become a reality, it will continue to grow.  Be a part of the future and invest a little each 

month, each pay day, or every week.  If everyone pledges a few dollars on a routine basis, progress will 

continue.    

   CAPPERS will meet on Sunday, April 8 at 1:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  


